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PREFACE 


J i\ ;i previous hook ui(‘\vrii(T aiicin])i;j(l to n*('or(l llu* history 

oi /he l^ai<i/('v .S/z^rzo/, *»//// t/u^Men 7vho I^rodutai !/. I Jiat 

« • 

c*| och in tlK' lilr of th<* Eown is now* ckxscd. It ciulccl in disasicr 

• • . / • • 

and ontailc'd on, Paislcx a tiiiu* ol cxtroino snllcriii^. lint to .i 

r(‘soh't(‘ •j»(‘opk\ like* the d(*sc(‘i>danls of iIk* Paiskw wc'ax'crs, 

• •• • 

disastor onl\ imx'os llu* wax for ,i fntiirc suct'oss. 

ifc . 

I ntcr'-siiiiL; as was the period of the Sh.iwl d'rade. it is not 

• • • • 

more r(‘inai'kal)le than the llioiiix-likc ris(‘ of a ikon industry, 

which, in its iMjfl’d progress, and j.>i'^>anti(: dinu‘nsii)ns, is one of 

* • . • • 

the most wotahic, fcMtiircs t)f the day, and has spiaxid tli(' tame 
of Paish'x to the tmds of the eartli. 

Idle Thread 1 rade owes its wa)ndertul success, in a L;rt‘at 
• measure, to ihe.ch»-.ip b^hour throxxii jipon the market ]>) th(‘ 
collapse of tiu' Shaw^ d'rade ; and the* pH'Seiy: prospeious peaaod, 


wdiite it h.'^ lU’H; preserx ed the oi'\l tx ])e of workpeoj)le, has 
de\a‘loj)ed atnon^ the masierEt and ^capitalists, (jualijjes (juitc as 
remia^'kjfhlo #and* a^ honourahk* to tlw* rcj)!iiration »)! the* town. 
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I’kKKACK 


I he present voIuiik; is an eiuleavanir Ki pprtra) thc' ris(‘ of 

lh(‘ ^reat 'Fliread Industry for which Paisl(‘V lias hecoine famoivs. 

'' # 

c 

It is a story o( siic('(‘ss won 1>\ tlie iL;'ood old riil(‘s ot honest workf 
liheral de.'iiinii^, and :joiind business ahilitx' ; and it is recorded in 
th(‘ hope that this noble exainplc in<i\ inlliioiua^ the rising; 
L^cneration of Paislc\ niei: 

In the jireparation of this work' tiie vvril^*r has n*C(.‘i\-ed assis 
tanc(‘ Iroin in<in\ Iriends, whose kindness he desires eran jnHv 
to acknow'l(‘d^(‘. 

'rh(‘ l)Ook co\ er ha^ been desii^ned by Mrs. |essie i\. 
!\(‘wb(‘r\, Nil' kowat. a^ daiii^hter of a l.iinib’ w(‘]l kn<)wn Jji the' 
time's of the Paisle-y , Shaw I inamiiactiire, atid who inherits no 
small share.' * )f the <irtisti(-taste of th<it perio<l. 

I lu' ( orpoiMfion of Paisk'x., who own the (op\ri'^ht. ha\e 
kindly i^rante'd permission to rejirodiu'e* AI r. fames 1'. ( 'hristie's 
portrait picture' ol " I Ik- ( ross. iht' pn'seiitation portraits 

of Sir Pet('r and Mr. d'homas ('oats, and the' bust of Mr. |ames 
('oats, whit'h .in^ jireserved ir the An ( iallery N)f the I' ree 
Public Libraiw and Museum. 

Our \a'teran lownsnvin, Mr. Janu's ('cdtbvell, l'’'.S.A. (Scot ), 

•• t 

('k'rk to lliecC'oiintN (.’ouiha'l of the ('ounl\ o| ' KeiTlrew 1. .Mr. 
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Jam(*s Clark of (.'hajH*! nous<* ; Mr. Rolua'C IkiKli^rsioii of 
^^rcls^'ow an, Mr. Janu's lla\, and others, lia\e supplied many 
aaluahle taels anti sir^i^esl ions. I lie \\iil(M' is also indehled le 
Mr. William Ih'own, l‘hotoi^ra|)hi(' Arlis^. lor p(‘r<iiissioii i(> 
reproduce j.he'^hishu'n ’pliotoi^i .iph ||>l " 1 he Last ( aiuil Iloat,” 
for his assist^aiK e m pr< p.irin^ die JlfTTsiral ions, and tor < om- 

* . m ^ 11- il' 

inuiiie.itwi^ m.iin (jii.imt reiinnisc eneus o| old uuh's h'om Has 
ahlllljlllU store 

r*ii M<K»ia\t.'-. ' 

'l'ii<»u\i I’ \nk, I* N . 

I ft ( cfn/h f . /ae/' 
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THE PAISLEY THREAD 

CHA-PTKK I 

rilE BAkCARI^'AN lANKN TWRKAI) 

*”^^111'. po'jjt tells IIS there was a lime 

“ WIkhi A(l;iiir<l« {\(>(| nrid Kvc span. ” 

S(1 tliat»we may conrliide that (‘arl\ attemins were made to 
sii|)ersede ilie |)ro;erliial fi,”- Itsif. , 

TJie making of yarn or rfiread in i'aisley is eeriain*l\ as old 
as the weat ino of |„ ,.;,r|y times the l\W) ocriijiations 

went tooetheii. 1 hi; ma^^^riafk were liomi'-erown wool and llax. 
1 lie spinninyi-vvlieel wSs in every house, as we learn from many 
a ballad, and thrifty housewives kept their maids emitloyed in 
all their spare moments. 

Hurns, in hi.Si‘'Twa IhiRs,” s:k,\s 

" A couiitrv her wheel, , 

^ II(*r <li/,z«*ns dniu*, slic’s nneo werl.” 

Liitlics of even Uie hiVjhest familirs look pride* in tlunr dexterity 

at the iii)innino-vrtieeL d'hf* V.'ini til I is: v^tAiin Ml 
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a “ custqmel* ^weaver,” who' made it into bed and’' table-linens. 
The linen chest, thus amply supplied with the product of fair 
hands, was draw'n u[)on freely when the youn<^ ladies got marribd. 

Many old families still |jossess, and display with piirdonable 
pride, the wondertilly fine aiul durabl(! articles made from linen 



Si'IN'NiNc. W lll'.KI . 


yarn spun b) tlieir grandn\()th(“rs. . In many cases, also, the 
spinning-wheel is lovingly })res(n*v(?d, but only now a^s a drawing- 
room ornament. « 

I ^ 

So Jong as the spinning «was done bv the hand- wheel, the 
quality was irregular, ajid very rough cloth wifr> fre(iuently made 


ThK liAUGAKRAN LlNKN I'uKKAh 


^9 

from such f'arn. The rountr) people brouoht tlie pj'otiuct* of 
thyir spinninir-wheels in to the mark(;t aloni;- with iIkmi* ettLfs and 
butter, and found a ready sale for it amonu* tin* weavers of 

Paisley: Some of the women, however, did pnxhiee very line 

• • 

linen yarn, and this enabhal th(‘ w(‘avers l«) make the lawns 
for vihich Paisley enjoyc'd a considerable r(‘putation. In “ Lawn 
Street,” such a period is ('onwiKunorat *ck Purns, in “ bam 

t 

o’Shant(‘r,” mertlions thal .a* certain i^annent, not nanarkable 
for its loiiLi'itiftle was made frofn “ Paisley barn.” 

P»uf the real ioiinder <./ the linen vatn for s(‘win‘»' and 
emIyroidtMA' purposes was a ladv'. , 

('hris'viait Sh.iw, born alxmil lOS^, was a daimhttT of lohn 

• • • ' 

Shaw, Liird of Pari^arran. a small (‘state lU'ar P>isho])ton, in 
Lrskine'' I’arish, Renfrewshin'. 

At tile ai;'e of*eleven, this remarkable woman was mixec* up 
with -a tr.iLiic siorv of w iti'lu ralt. I he details, which can be 
found in .1 His/ory of Ihc I\ailn\^slinr llfii/nw ( *^'7/), nt'ed not 
)e rep(‘at(‘d h(‘r(‘. ,h is *iilficient to sav' that, as a r(‘sult, s(‘\en 
)oor creatures were c(mdemn(‘d to ihi* llames lor be wilchim; the 
;irl Christian Shiw. ( )ne ol them committ**! sui('id(‘ in prison, 
ind the remainin'! six lour women and t*\o men w-ere actually 

’ • T 

l)urn(‘(Ualiv(‘, w,? the ( iallgw (irei*n ol Paislev, on the lolh ol 

. , . , • * * 

I line, ]6()7. Phis (b'een was iu‘ar wlu*r(‘ IMaxwellion Str(‘(‘t 

crosses (L'or^e* Street, and the sjK>t is still marked 1)\ a horse* 

dioe ins(M*t(‘d in the centn* of tlK* causeway. • fhe whole storv 

^ • • • • • 

shows *an ^amcHiTit of i^-norance, su[)(‘rsWiti()n,^ and cruellv’, even 
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riit: Paislev Tiikeai) 


among pe^rsohs of education and position - -two hundred and ten 
years ago -almost beyond belief. 

Whatever may have thought of the part which Cliristian 
Shaw played in this tragedy, th(‘se facts did not alter her social 
position, for we tind the liirgarran family associating with the 
best people in tlu* county. In i/iK, C'hristian married the 



li \'l( MUtA V yol ‘ I . 


Re\'ereii(l |ohn Miller, ininisar o. l.ell a widow 

in 1721, she returned lor a time to 1 birgariMii, .ind alterwards 
s(‘ttled in Johnstone. 

At tliat tiiiKi ladies in good position mad(! a j)astime of the 
< ‘ 

spinning-wheel. iMrs. M iller excelled in the production^ of line 
linen yarn, such as W4is usec^ in Paisley for making lawns, but 
up till this time; it had never beem twistcal into» thr(‘ad suitable 
for the ^^win^g ol* embroidering ne(‘dle. TIk' idea occurred t() 
her to apply it pj these [>ur[)o.ses, bijt .no Suitable twd.sting 
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machinery existed in ^ the country. All the thrcctcT tl'ien in use 

cafiie from Holland, a country where the textile arts had attained 

jj^reat perfection. Mrs. Miller, through the medium of a friend 

who w'.'is visitin<'‘ Holland, obtained much valuahlt* information. 

and also had a twistino- mill i)rout;ht ovea-f which ran lw(‘lve 
© 

boblnins at a ti?ne, and was, of cours(\ turned by the hand. 

* 

With lhest‘ ;t])])lian('es she succe«»d(‘d in [*rmlucinj4 a line* thr(‘ad, 
(apjal or su})erio^ to llie 1 )uU’lit and ii- is said that sIm ])erformed 
every part of* the j)roc(‘ss witli lua* own hands, bltaichin^’ the 
thrt'ad*on a lar^e. slal(' [)l..biV<l in *)n<‘ of ?h(‘ windows of the 
hou^e. 

Hie Hal*<4arran faijiil) v\(re intimate with their neighbour, 
Lady niai^tvre, who took specim(ais of the* ihnaid to Hath, then 
a famous n^sort of the aristocrac'y. H(a*(‘ it was shown to some* 
makta's of lace, foi» wliich piirj)ose it was well adapted, and lrad(‘ 
imm(*(liatel\- resulted. 'This was in 1722. Mrs. Mill(T’s sisKa's 
and the \ounLt v\om(''n ol the m-ji^hbourhood wca'e instriK'tcal in 
tlu‘ art, (adarjed twhiin^^iiills waa'c construcle<l, and a jirotitabk* 
business established. 

« 

The liar^arran thiaaid became, famous, aiul, as has happened 
frc*(ju(aitl\ duriiiL;' the history of the tliRaid • trade*, the hon(*st 
producer was fmitated by a hf»sl of inferior makers, and 
Hari'arran Juid to fiLtht for its rj^iiis. •d'he followiiiLt' adver- 
tisemc*nt was \^idely cinailatcd : - 

“ 1 'h(* Lady Hai'i^arran and Inrr dau<»nters fiaviim- attained to 

' • ‘ • . . .... 
a jj^reat, pej'fectjoli in. n^ydsim^, whiteninif.auul yw islin^' of Skwino 
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I iikep:i), >vhich is as cheap and white, and known by experience 
to be much stronger than the Dutch, to prevent people’s being 
imposed upon by other tlireed, which may be sold under tile 
name ’of ‘ Ikirgarran 'bhreed,’ the j)apers in which the Lady 
Ibargarran and hea daughters at Ikirgarran, or Mrs. Miller, her 
eldest (laughter ((.hrisiian, now a widow), at J'ohnstone, do [)tJt 
iij) th(dr I hret'd, shall, for direction, hav(“ tb(‘r(‘up(Mi their ("oat 
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ol Arms, azure, ihn'c (overed ('Uj)s, ddjose who want the 

s dd d'hreed, w hich is to be sold from riv(*])encc to six shillings 
per ounce, may write' to the l.ady liargarran at Hargarran, or 
Mrs. Milh-r at J'^)hnvton(‘, to the care of the* l\>stmast(T at 
(dasgow ; and may ('all for the satne in I^dhiburgh, at John 
Seaton, merchant, his „sho]) in the Parliament (dos(', wheax* they 
will be s(‘rved either Wholesale or I\(!tail ; and' will be servtal 
in th(‘ saline mamaa* at (dasgewv. by William Selkirk, nuax'hant, 
in d'rongate*. ” 
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'Fhus the linen threatl nianufartiire he^an. 'Itlaiiy of the 
thread makers who took the lead from Mrs. Miller, wt're quil(* 
honourable competitors, and some of them were in Paisley and 
the nei^^hboLirin^ towns, and then* th(‘ trade has (Hmliiuied to 
the present time. 

Iij th(‘ G'cniivtiiaii's Maoar/inc for May, 17S7, it is staled 

that, in 1784^^ there wc;r(‘ not less, than oiHv>luindred and iwcmty 

• . . . ^ . 
machines at wT)rk in lvv[niu<4 thi^'Mcl in J'aisU‘y, ])r()dncin^' 

^280,000 spindW.‘s of thread, the valti(‘ of which, when finished, 

amountcxl to /, '64.000 ; an^ that •in th(‘ ^\]iol(‘ of Scotland 

then* w'erc* five* hundretl machines, ^[iroducinj^ yarn of the value 

of /,2 2o,ooA; and that this ^naniifacture in Scotland in per- 

formin;4 all ihc' various opcTations, from the spinnin;^ ol tin* 

llax to the finishine of the thread -(anplcnaal upwards of twcalt)- 

thousand women .lud four or live*' ihous.ind men. ^fhesc’ machines 

w’ere •small, 1111*16114 only fort)' ci^hl bobbins c‘ach, and pul in 

operation by manual laboui^ C^'otlcTn has, sincf* those days, 

lar^el) suj)erseded^ linen, Jhiaxid, hut the* latter has its own 

merits for ccTt.iin Wbrk, and thc*re is still a considerable 

manufacture of linc-n thread in Johnstone • and district, now 

made, of course, in all its proc'esses, liy ll^c* latest imjiroveinents 

in macljinery. 

Thc! (‘xistence in the town of so mapy hand-twisting mills 

• • 

for linen ifircxul led miturally to the production ol cotton thread 
\ ' • 
when the invc'iuions of Arkwri^h^ and CrompU«>n placed the line 

cotton ^arn ot Uancqshire <m the market. 



CHAPTER II 


CHANGE TG COTTON— CAUSES OE EXPANSION 

^¥^1 IE Har^arran t-hrcad wa» linen, a fibre well atkiptecl to 
• scwinti' tlircacl Ixraiis^* of its .strenolh. Its defects were 
that it was uneven and rouLth, afid could not be ..pun to a very 
tine count, (.otton/ whicli |')ossessad bdter spinning' properties, 
but ](.*ss sliaain'th, l)ecaine its ^powerful, iwid ulliinatelv, successful 
competitor. 

So lonn as both fibres vvert? spun by the hand spinnin^- 
wh(.‘el, cotton inad(‘ no t>reat jn'oi^ress, but, as (‘arly as 1738, 
(Tforts had hvvw made* to knprove the mediods of spinninf^. 
Th(; inventions of Hargreaves, *764, Arkwright, J 7()S, and 
particularly (.'rompton’s "mule" iit 177Q, entir(‘ly revolutionis(‘d 
the cotton industry. Muslins made*b!>y the cheap labour of 
Hindostan had becai placed on the Hritis'n mark(’t by the Hast 
India Comj)any, ai' prices against which no European vv(‘aver 
could com])t'te. A d<-fnand for a jjrotective duty was pressiiy^ly 
ur^ed towards the* clos(* of the eight(‘ynth century, but in^vention 
solved the problem ii\,anoth(T and better way. 

The line yarn which could now be made »so Hieaply by 
Cromptoji’s mule, wand the po\\ier-loom which speedily followed, 

* i » • • * e 

comphtely turned the current of trade, CaiuMshire wj\s now 
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enabled to produce goods, even with well jxiid labour, at prices 
farj^elow those of India, and a trade to the East arose, and these 
cotton fabrics form now one of our most important (‘xports. 

Having acc(‘ss now to a sufficiently fine count of cl(‘an and 
smooth cotton yarn, tin* baislc;y tw’ist(‘rs coijd make a six-cord 
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planters of tlSe Southern States of North America took up the 
cultivation with vij^our, and soon surpassed all oth(T produce/s, 
both for (juality aiul quantity. 

d'he practical monopoly ol th(‘ United States in the supply of 
this useful film*, has» led to s))eeulation and many difficulties, and 
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threat effort*^ are How tlx-in^' niad(* to, e.Mend the cultivation in 
other countries. I'his is the Mtore lutcessary, as'^ the home con- 
sumption of cotton in iLm* Unit<;d States is v(*ry lar^(‘, ^ind rapidly 
increasini;’. 

In tile s])eciali*>atit)n ol iiKh>.Mries which is constantly taking' 
j)lace, it has happened that Lancashin* ha^\ sciine r'cpnoi\iic advan- 
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ta^i^es for th? production of fine cotton yarn. 'rhcM^iisley thread 
niJry\ers .have, therefore, wisely directcul th(‘ir ellorts to iin[)rove- 
nients in the twistini;- and .spoolino of the I..mcaslnre yarn. 
Spinnii>Li of fiiu* cotton yarn has only in ncent years Ix-en 



attein])led 1)\ the ('o.iis firm, -n that even \*et the hulk ot the 

material used comes from l.ancashire « 

• • 

J hu svsiem luiinheiiwL; sewiif^ ihre.id was si’liled ill a linu^ 

• • * . 

when lh(‘ \arn was all thn-e-cord. and w;is namecl ai'cordiiv' to 

the count of tin* single N.irii Hius ^ ('ord ’’ was made from 

three strands of "^iatzie colloid ^o's sini^k^cotton means that 
thirt)' JianJ<s. <‘arh of S^o \ards, will weiofi oin* poun<l. W'Ikm) 
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six-cord threfad was introduced, the thread numbers were retained, 
but a single yarn twice as fine was employed. Thus “30’s thread 
6-cord” is made from six strands of 60s single cotton. I'he 
finished tliread rtMiiains the same thickiK'ss whether three* or six- 

r 

cord, and so suits^ thf* sam(‘ iu‘(‘(lle. J'he finest sewing threxid 
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now in general use is< loo’s, made Irom sjx str.inds of No. Joo’s 
single cotton. The twist on (he single thread is to the lc*ft, 

1 , ' • 

and that on the pli(*d j.hread is to the right, \\hi('h produces the . 
cable character. * 

At llrst this thread was sold in h.inks, but the woocKmi spool, 

i i • k ' i ^ 

cam(* into use as soon as the product be('ame jnill ^or dac'tory 



CllANciK ro C nl TON CaL’sKs ol' MxrAxsioN 


29 


made article*? Spooling inathiiu-ry li,is Ixhmi iinpro\'c*d, 

•and^is now practically all aiiloinalic. 

, As (A'('ry coininri'i'ial man kriow'^. .ire constani altera- 

tions lakine’ pbu'c in the (Mmditioiis under which hiisin(‘ss can 
be made prolitahle. I he most (‘\j>ei'ience<|| and esiimahh' of 



I'l t’l.i 'til Mill. 


men are not nrool aLiainst th<-se ecoji(*mic chanLies. lAeii 

* # _ ^ 

when the\ lores^a* them, jlhe\ m^) ha\e th<*ir Cfij)ital locked 

• • * - 

Lij) in plant which cannot he utilised, and no ellort c'an a\’oid 
disaster. t)n rtie other hand, it o(t(*n hajaums that (xonomic 

i • 

chantres occui' uiU'XpectedK whii't ca(jse ,1 ni*#!) ol sucte.ss a?ul 
profit (or J.hose "whot happen, possihl) Irom ^no merit ol thc*ir 




Mill IN Ini:! Mil. Sims 


I he ()i 1 lie *sli,i\\ 1 tr.uic v\,i^ not clue lo .iny (IdiciiMU'N 

or laull ol the lll,lnlllacUlr(■^'> 'Hm; fashion Hiaii^cil, and iIk* 
(loinand ceased. iMishlon is not regulated 1)) the rules of 
political economy. \\\' would naturall) expect that the more 
convenient and .s.iit<d)le for it^^ piirj)ose an article can he made, 

I ' ^ I . 

and the cheaper it can he put on the mar.ket, the larger would 
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be the cleni?iiul. Ihit siu'h rules do not apply to ^ui object of 
• * 
fashion, as, for instance, a lad\’s bomuT. It inusi be in the 

fjishion, or it is of n(» use at all. b'ashion may d(‘cr(‘e that it 

must bo of a sliape that violatc's all tlie ( onditions oi coinaaiienct* 

which a co\’<M‘in^ (or tin* ht^ad should ju)ss|\ss, yet the article 

must-be of thatjl^orm, no' matter wh.it torment th(‘ v\(‘arer m.ay 



'■ CdVIs’ Mill l\ Sl’\l\. 

sutler. rile •dist'oiulorl ;.4l*idl\ boi ne, and tile j>n( e is alio!!)' 
disreL;.irded. 

I'hat an article so us(‘jul, ;. 4 ia( ('tul, .ind beafiiilul as tin* Paisley 

shawl should be in a levN )ears totally ije^lected, was a thinn- 

* * • 

hardly to be belif'veil. Put .so it i^as. 'Pl^e demand i (*ased, and 
no cmeri^y or ability of tlie manulacturers ( oiild nwive it. 
Shakes'^)erir<** s.iys that 

“ Smnc ;irc hnrn orc.-it, .snjwr «Tr;ilfiess, 

.\ii(l sdine havt* orcalmss tlmist u|hhi tlinu. ’’ 
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riic of' c:ho:ip lahf>iir was thrust u}3on the thread manu- 
facturcjrs. J hey did nothini^ to produce this state of affairs, 
and, ind(‘C‘d, iv) doubt retire! ted it. but the\' had the wisdom to 
make, the most o{ the position, to th(‘ L>reat advantai^e of all 
coiK'enuid. ^ 

One ot the (Mintrollint; causes, thcnadbia*. < which madp the 

t 

business settle; in l\,usle\ in prelenaice^ to oiIkm* j)l;i(:(‘s, was the 
cheap labour thrown upon th(‘ inafkc! by the dreny of the shawl' 

tiMd(‘. About the siniK* lime there' oe'eairn-d the i^vemtion of the 

• 

se;wini4' niae liine, wkich crejfted an *jne:re‘aseHl demand for.thretad. 
In this casf, n^ain, the thre'ad manuQiclur(*rs had prosperity 
une‘\j)e(i('dl\ placed within Mieir, nruh. 'Flu*)' di*l not iinamt 
the sewing machine iln‘\ were only in an e‘\c(d 1 ent j)osition 
to tal\(‘ adwinta^e ol ii. • 

As usual. <t mat'hine o| ,th^ Find is .in, evolution. Man\' 
attempts at se'wini^ ma< hines bad '’been m<ide“, but the* lirsL that 
was reall\ sacc’csslul w as 'brought •out , in ^S4(), by b'dias Howe, 
.m American. The Wdiceh'r cK- Wil^e^n, lh<‘^ Sin^^er, and many 
olhi'i' iManul.icturine, ^ omp.mie's, lollowe'il witli \’.iriations .and 
imjirove'ineiits .idapted io diffe're'iit ir.ides. 

lake*ev{*r\ other labour sa\in^ iiua'iuion, tln's<‘\\in^ m.u'hine; 
elisjilaceal labour, and .it lirst^ cau.se'd much suflerint;-. d'his was 
int.'vitabli' ; but iii the end, as alwa\s happens, the* change; 
mate*riall) imj)re)ve*d the* ceinelitions ol e*xistence. I'he inVention 
broLiniit about an,, ene)rme)us e*\tensie)n of business, m.iny articles' 
of cle)thinL; were now plae'e'el within the re;ai'h eif the humblest 
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classes, and many comforts ami convenience's arese from the; 
inlmcluction of this machine. It creaUxl an enlaroe'd demand 
tor thread. I he Paisley firms had a o'ood name and a hold 
upon the markcT, and their husiiu'ss expanded rapidly vvhh th(! 
demand. Th(!ir suecc'ss ])rov(>ked competiti(|n. which c()m])clled 

then] to kt'Cp tk|^nr methods of production abreast of the latest 

• % 

imjn-ovemenl;;, and this has always characK'ristic of the 

leadiiii^ Paisley firms. 

Put how(iV(‘r they may have dese-rvc'd siicct;ss hy their 

husincss ability, th(‘y are nAich indebted U) the dc'cay of lh(‘ 

shawl trade and the iiivention of th(' si'win;^ mac'hine. d'hi'se 

factors creat^'d the position, wliich the tlin^id manufacturers have, 

with consummate abilit)\ utilized to (evolve the j)r(.‘s{Mn immense 
« 

business* 



CHAPTER III 


riir. CLARK FIRM 

* I 'I i liistory of vhi-' cotton spool trade in Paisley is insep ir- 
• ably connected witlv the timily of Cdark. They were 
eiE^aiLi'ed in it Iroin the ('oinnienceinent, an<l amidst all tlu^ chan^'es 
that have taken pftice, th(‘‘'firni o(\ Clark iS: (a), has mahuained 
its prominent ])lace. 

'The slor)' is intca'cstini;, aiuU w(‘ll vyorthy of <!)(H'nL; put on 
record. In 1753, Wdlliam Clark, a farmer al Dykc^har, near 
Paisley, died, Kavini^ a widow and six \oun^ (liildri'n, nom* oi 
tluan old enouL;h to continiKi the farm. The famiK, th(‘refore, 
moved into th(‘ town (if Paisley to obtain (!mplo\ m.'*nt. I heir 
means were* slender, but the\ liad a iVu’r stock of that L^rit 
which distinguishes the. Scottish* j)e;isantry, and* which is the* 
most valuable asset of our nation. Inured to Ld)()ur and accus- 
customed to thrill, “poortith,” as Ihirns calls it, has no t(‘rrors 
for this class of [leople. It only acts as a stimulant. d'lu^y 
soon kiarned to lauLfh at calamity, and out oP disaster to carve 
a victory, and so the Clark family, by dint of hard work and 
careful habits, on well in the w'orld. 

At that time weaving;' waS( j^rosperous in Paisley. The W'ork 
was light and well paid. The weaveriv usual!)' ceased their 
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hibours in flie afternoon, aiul, attired in lluar besi, v\eni out 
for^a promenade and a erack. 'There was, therefore, at this 
tyne a steady stream of inrom(a\s, wliieh w(‘r(? entirf^ly Scotcli, 
the unskilled labour heiie^ from th(‘ Highlands. The Irish 
element did not make* a ])n>noime(‘d ^ippeannce in kaisU'y till 
the tijne of the Ii!tmin(‘, in iS.p). TIk* study of such dlri‘ctories 





JauI.s ('kAUh (\<», I), 1717 IS?'*. 

as exist, shows that man\ of th(‘ families now nunua'oiis in Paisley 
came into tlu* town at this period, and anion^ them the family of 
the Clarks, which hatl^ hai'iHy any rt‘presentatives in th(^ town 
before that date.* 

0 

James Cjark, No. i (1747 one oi* the sons of William 

Clark. comnienc(*d tlie business of wea\'erC furnisher and heddle 

% ^ 

twine manufjicturer in Cotton Strc'ct, and it ma)^ l^(‘^meijtioned in 
passing, tl|^it he had .at one tinu‘ in his emplgyment Ak‘xand(‘r 
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Wilson, Kiflcrwanls iIk* liiinous American ornitholoj^ist, and author 
of “ Watty and Thn^ad or cord Tor hc*ddles and hagi(‘ss 

was in ijood demand. T his was made on the hand-twisting' IraiJiie 

r 

similar Jlo that introduced from llolland lor the Ihirgarran thread, 
and was usually tiirnetl l)\ a stout 1 1 i^^hl.inder. 1 here w(:rc? many 
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t)f these small linns ol tvvist('rs in Paisle\ in those (la\s, ,ind the 
maU'rial they used w.is jjrincipally linen. 

T he looj) or eye of the heddle, was niade oi lnu‘ silk, ns that 
part n!(juired U) be particuLTrly smooth. T he silk was, ol course, 
imported. On 20 th -Ncnemher, i<So6, Napoleon issued his famous 
J]erlin Decree, by which an int(;rdict was placc'd on tlie commerce 
of Briupt^ an|]*th(‘ suj)[)ly of silk ceased. In this j)redicament 
James Clark’s bvother, Patrick, turned his^atteiiuon \o perfectiie^- 
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in smoothness a cotton thread, and, as the inventions, of Har- 
•rreaves, Arkvvritjht, and Crompton h.ul now placed fine cotton 
y«rn on the market, he succeeded in prodiicin“ a smooth cotton 
heddle yarn whicli rejilaced the silk. This improvement continued 
till cotton for huddles entirely sii|)erseded silk» 'I'liiis it may be 
remarked that NM|)oleon an;! the Ci.irk lamily between them, 
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th(‘ rmlit of iiUrotlucino th(‘ inakiriL; or*riiU‘ (olton lliroad 
into l\'iislcy. , , 

I h(' year iSt 2 ma\' he taken as^ the (‘arliesl dale upon wliicli 
.^Clarks .sevvipLj; thread was plae(*d upon the market. 

'Fwo of the sons of Ja]n<*s ('lark, No. », |am(.‘s (17.S:; 1^65), 
;/nd John (j 791 ^1864), formed the firm of J. (.^ark, and 
(*rect(‘d a . factory in* .Scfnlliills Hand macljiincs had hy this 
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time been discarded, and the thread tradejiad become a factory 
industry. o 

The James Clark of Messrs. J. & j. Clark was the. first lo 
iiUrodiice spool cotton sewing thread. We are indebted to his 
son, Mr. jam(‘s (d,'(rk, of Chap(‘l House, for an explanation of the 
circumstances of this .vas*)' important^and inter(‘stine^^ dev'elopment. 
Mr. Clark says : ' " 
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“Originally the cotton thread was sold in hanks or skeins, and 
then ladies had to wind it into little; [lalls^ as they generally wind 
a cut of wool yarn at the present day. Wishing to convenience 
his fair customers, |<imes vvvnld, on sc*lling a skc‘pi of cotton 
thread, sit down at a,, weaver s pirn wheel, and Vind* the thn^ad^ 
upon a .spook fob which Jie clijirgcal a half-penny, but that half- 
penny he refunded when the c*mpty spool was return|^d to him 
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The spools cost sixpeiice a dozen, and were ordered by Janies, to 
the* extent of half a oross at a lime, from a wood turner named 
Robert .Paul, which^he carried home in his coat pocket, to wind 
thread thereon by his own hand, if desired, aft(‘r the s^d(* of a 
skein had bt'en effected by him.” 
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The turner’s shop spxul.wn the site vvhicli is now cov^CTcd by 
th(; Clark Town Hall. 

vSiiu'e tht;se days, spoolint^ macJiinery has b(n'n marvellously 
^perfected, aiid i.s now ])ractically automali^', winding' and meas- 
grin;^ the tlv*<’ad ^with extreme act:uracy; and neiij.n^.‘ss, , 

rhe miJIs at, Seedhills continued to prosper*and inc'rcrise, and 
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the third, and even the fourth, generation of the (^lark family 
have managed them with hereditary ability. I'hey worked iT4>ro 
for the home than for ihc foreign markets, but they had a« 

i 

importaiu trade with America. Wlien the United States entered 
upon a policy of hijth protection, ihv Clark firm erected extensive 
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mills in Newark in New Jersey. I his department was under the 
('are of Mr. (leorof* A. (.'laUx (1824 d'^7o)* -‘ad aftiM'wards of 
Mr. Willi am Clark (1841 sons of |ohn ( lark. 

d'he success of (.dark’s thread vv<is due to thc^ fart that it was 
always a sound ^u*iicle, and of atjTuaranleed k'ni^th. As usual, this 
prodiK'ed a host of jniitators. Not only was th(‘ nana* niiblushintvly 
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for that .j:j^roat amalgamation which has resulted in important 
economics in administration and distribution. 'Fhe public «has 
been well served, and the enterprising thread makers have reapeid 
the reward. Nor have they beem remiss in showing, by their 
benefactions to th(« town, that th(‘y fully appreciate the responsi- 
bilili(‘s as w(‘ll as the pri\'il<‘ges of success. ♦ 'l^he firn> was 
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formed into a limited liabilft)^ company in [896, under the name! 
of (dark iN ("ompaity, Limited, and tlu‘ *amtdgamation with 
f. cN P. C'oals,* Lfmiled, took place on 6th August. i8q6. 

.S(?veral iiKmibcTs of tlu* Clark family have ^)C('U| 5 ied* public 

4 

positions in tlu* toj\'n, and all of them have been unwearical in their 
v\a>rk on philaiVliropic ami* rc*ligious societic's and associations 
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Mr. James Clark of Ralston was a member of the Town 

• Coi^ncil, and Bailie in 1S59. 

, Mr. James Clark of Chapel House* was Provost ot Paisley 
from 1882 to 1885. 

• » 

Mr. Stewart Clark, now of Dundas ('astje, rc^presented the 

liurj^li in Parliaiiient from* 1SS4 to 1885. 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE COATS FIRM 

founder of ihis busiiuiss w;is James Coats (1774 1857). 
• II(* cam(‘ of several ;»cnera|ions of Paisley weavers, than 
which no bettcT ancc‘stry neetd' lx* desired by «.ny man, and 

h(‘ (‘xhibited in his^lih* inaiiy of tlu'.best charac tcTistics of these 

* 

nmiarkabie men. lie ev(‘n had his share of th(! podical faculty, 
though dormant, for he was th(‘ intimate fricaid and ('omj)anion 

c • 

of Robert 'rannahill and R. A. Smith. Intc'i^rity and entt‘rpris(‘ 
were the leading tr.iits in his character, and hav(' been con- 
.s[)icuous amont; all his descendants, who, \\h(«i forlime favoured 
tluan, d(‘V(‘loped a lar^e* and fr(‘e handed liber<dil\. 

After serving' his ap|)r(‘nticeshi'j) to the weaving, Mr. Coals 
cailisted in the A)rshir(' bencibles, a ca'alry >*et»iment, and spcait 
six y(‘ars in the army. 'Hus time was not lost. 'Vhv habits of 
order, obedience, and reliability, fostered by military training, 
proved of great advantage in after life. /Xdvocates of a com- 
pulsory short term of ‘servictv’n the army for alRour young men, 
will imd much in the c.irecM' (>f James Coats to supj)ort their 
vi('ws. 

On leasing the* army, in 1796, he resumed tlu! weaving. 
He married in 1802, and shortly thereafter began manufacturing 
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on his ow n‘ .Tri'oiint. lie was shrrwtl f.Miou^h lo •observe* aiul 
follow the ehaiT^es in fashion whieh art* the ^real risks of a 
fj^jnc'y trade*. On e)ne* ol his visits to I.on(le)n he* l)oiiLtlu a 
Canton crape shawl, intendin-; it as a pre*se*nl lor his wife. At 
that time; all the heantilul sjK*('imt*ns nl crjpe wcava* ca*nu‘ from 
China. No atte.;rtipt liad' lM*en made, at le'ast in Seotland, to 



manulacture* this artiede*. wlne h re(|uir(*d sp(*eial skill and know' 
^‘dj^e;. I'hc* material was silk. .Silk mawiifacture* liael he*en 
introdLi(;e*d into Paisley by lliimphn*y Pulton, in 176(3, so that 
the material an^ the skilled laboi^r were *at hand. Mr. Coats 
had made* sev(Tal atte;mpts to j)roduce cra|je, *when he* discove*red 
that anotifer mftnufactur(*r, Mr. James W h) te, had been en^a<4e*el 
on llu* same; (;ndeavour with no better success* 'I'hey a^ree*d to 
combine their knowlexltie, entered into jxirtnership, and, in the: 
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end, succeeded ; ;ind for some years had practically a monopoly 
of the Canton crajH* trad(*. This was a j)roritable enterprise, 
and laid the foundations of Mr. Coats’ lortunc^ He built a 
house in Hack Row, b'(‘rL;uslic, and v\as now a p(U*son of means, 
but he was a far-.'^t^eini; man. and well avvaia* of th(* uncertainties 
attending’ the maiuifaclun* of an article of fasr^’on. It was, wlum 
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cnL;aL;cd in the ( niilon cr.ipc trade that he lirst coiHaaxaal the 
idea oj foiindin;^ a manutaclor) of sewini; thread. 

( )ne important ele'ment iui the crap(‘ j)r(KluctiT)n is tlu! jxiciiliar 
twist recjuired for "the \arn. This process Mr. Coats had done 
ior him by Mc'ssrs. Ross Duncan, a firm of twisters en^aeed 
in the thrc'ad trade, who had a small Victory at 66 George Street, 
d'his firm reejuirino more capital, Mr. Ca)ats entered as a 
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slccpinL’ parlmM*, and thus had an *opporuimt\ of Mcciuinno a 
• coiiij)k‘tu Liiowlc‘d!^(* of iIk' husinoss. I he tr.idt* iiua'oascd, and 


/ / ,W 
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'i Ittallou m Ati i,,i,'Ui\' I'uhlu I ,ui,l .\hn 
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^ on C‘xpir\ •(>! liic contract, in i82(), Messrs. I\oss tV I )uncan 
crect(!d a factory in another jiart ()[ th(‘ town, ami Mr. ('oats linilt 
a sma if mill at FerLiUslie, where lu‘ started thread* inakiiiLi with 
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;in f)f twelve* liofsc ])(>w<“r. I Ills huil’dlni^ h^s been incor- 

porated with, and still forms pari of, the* vast works at herguslie. 



I\Ir. ('oats retired from active business in «oS30, "giving over 
th(‘ manufacturing depart irnait to his partners and his son 
W illiam, and placing the thread busiiK^ss in the hands of his 
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sons James (1803 1845) and Peter (‘1S08 1890), iiiurer the firm 
*of & P. Coats. Shortly afterwards, aiiotln'i* son, Phomas 
(1^09 admitt(‘d a partnen*. The eoml^ination was 

^excellent, and shows the ionahoui^ht and caix* of the father in 
training his sons. James was n maniifarturer, J’et('r liad r('C(?iva‘d 



VviMtlW (’OAIS, |S|| 


n meu'aiuile Vdiicalion yu (ilasgow, and Thomas had l)e(*n 
traine.d as an engineer.** 

Prom that lime, the* hrm »>l J c\: P. ( oats •went st(‘adily and 
su(:c(^sslull\^ iorward, eons:<uij.iy (‘xtending, and suj)j)lying the 

home and foreign m.irkds. In 1^40, thrVe- fourths of tlieir 

• • 

^trade was wath Aiiu^rica. A younger brother, Andrew Coats 
^(1814-1900!, wa^ sent (nit to manage tlje selling dc[)artment 
of the business in the Uniunl Similes, and coiftiniK'd to do so 
for twenty^ years with marked prudence and ability. 


I'lll, l^\l^LlA ThKI AD 
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Vari,()us ('han^(‘s o('ruiT(*(l in ihc lirni Iroin lime lo timt‘. 
Mr. James (‘oats died immarri<*d in i<S45, l)iiL sever.il o( ihe 
hons ()l Mr. l^•Ler (who reecived the honour nl knighthood in 
iSoo) iuid of Mr. Thomas Ix-came parlnors ; lakin;^ llu^ hurden 
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oh llK'ir fathers'* shoulders and displa) in^ the same admirable 
biisim^ss (|ualiti(‘s <is their panmls., .. 

The ])o})ularity oi CoaVs’ ihre-ad was due to its invariably 
excellent and unildrm (|uality and j^uaranteed length, but, as 
usual, a host of c('unt(‘rfeils sj>ran !4 u}>. The autlacity and 
immorality of, s^)m(‘ of these imitations surpass belief. J'hread 
of inferior qualijy was unblushin;^ly labelled with Coats’ name, 



r iiK Covrs -I 

and spools j)urporimL; to rontain iliri-c iiundrcd 'yards frc- 
qiioiyly liad not more than a Iiundrcd and lilty )ards. \oi till 
tli.“ law had liccn invoked and severe penalties inllieti'd, were 
th(-SC prartues ant'sted. iiut the law courts in all countries 
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lia\(* in\’arial)l\ sii])])()ru*(l ihr C«>ats’ case, aiul oiu' by one, at 
•^reat trouble* and (‘xpMnse* ^ihe.sc interlopers were iiltiin;it(‘ly 
e.xpo.sed and interdictc'd. 

When a j^olic)' of protection was ado])ted by tb(‘ railed 

States, iMessrs. t'oats erectetl mills at Vawtucket, in Rhode* 
l;iland State— between itS^o ami under ?lj^e management 

of the (‘Ide^t son of Sir Peter ('oats, now Sir Jajnes ('oats, Part., 
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of Auchciulraiu;, Ayrshire ; ami these mills have now i^rown to 
be as large as those at Paisley. r 

lint the Paisley iirodiiction never slackened. New markets 
were found, ami, in cases where high duties stood in the wa)_-, 

r 
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mills wen; erected .ihroad. 1'hus c()nsld(‘r.d>l(! est.iblishme.iUs 
have in rc^cent tiiiK'*^ lK*en ()j>eii(!d . in Kussia, (jennany, Aiistiia, 
llun<^ary, and Spain. 

A further step forwanl was laken in 1S90, \\iu‘ji ihtj busiiK.'.ss 
was transformed int© a Limited Liability C(Mn}Sany, with a ca})iud 
of /5,j50,90t)/'and the prospectus states that th(‘ average annual 
profits for the; previous seven y(‘ars had b(‘en ^,42(^048 13s. 9d. 
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Two-thirds of the shares and stock were issued to th(^ pul)lic, the 
customers of the linn and employees rc'ceiving due consideration. 
1 he prosperity of th(‘ c(nnpany has sinc(‘ been marvellous, and 
those investors who fc'laiiunl th(Mr shares louiul, in a f(.‘w yc^irs, 
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that their investment had muiltiplie<l many times, as ref('iT(*(l to 
at greater length in another chapt(‘r. 

I he Coats lamily have not, as a rule, desired political ])osition, 
but Sir Thomas CWen-Coits, JWirt., of Id^rguslie I^irk, is i)r('S(‘ntly 
M.P. for West l\enfr(‘vvshir(*. 


CHAPTIIR V 


OTHER TIIRKAl) MANUFACTURERS 

15 RSIDl^S ihv finms of Clark and Coats, thtro were many 
other thread maiH»faeturvrs who gaiiual considc^rahle 
reputation in tlieir daw In inos^ crises, howc^vc^w^tlii'y succumbeal 
in th(‘ end to tin* iiu'vit.ahle e('(4jioniic rule*, that any businc’ss 
which is keenly eom])eled cannot l)e ( arrital on profital)!)’ ^’.\cej)t 
on a lar]4(‘ scale. Fhose who c#)nld not exteiul sufficicMitly, one 
by one drop|K*d out ol the race, or w(‘r(‘ absorbc'd by th(* larger 
firms. Some of them, no doubt, v\(‘re simply coiintcuTeiters, 
but others were (|uit(‘ lionountble ('ompetitors 

d'lu* I )ir(‘ctories of'FaisU'y which are |)res(.‘rvc*d in the Free 
Library bei^in at 1 7S4 ‘ d'here is th(!n 'a blank till 1812, and 
a further blank between 1814 and ‘,1^820, ajtc‘r which dale only 
an occ.isional volume is awantinq;. ' From th(*sc‘ im|)(Tlta:l 
materials we Leather some interesting details, but the reailer 
must remembt'r that we only state such facts as arc‘ found in 
the (‘xisliiiLf I hreetbrites. 

Idle total number of so-call(*d thread manufacturers is one 
hundred alul sev(‘n, but ol these more than • half ’ only ajipear 
for one or two years, and jirojiably were not really manufacturers 
at all. Some businesses have evidently betm carried on by the 



Otiikk Tiirkat) Manufacturers 


55 


same family for two or three jLi'enurations* witli ojily a slioht 
change in the nanu* (Tf tlu' hrm. In othcM* i-ases, lirm^ of the 
same name have a|)]).ir(‘iul\ l)(‘en cr(“at(‘(l so as to ke(‘j) sc*})arat(‘ 
certain classc's ol pfocliicts, or to providt' an openini; lor a tim(‘ 
for some of tlu‘ \oimLt'(‘r hranches of tiu* lanhlx. In otUca* cases 
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amalgam. Ltioii or al)sorption has lak<'n place, while the original 
name of the firm lu s ‘dll h^en retaiiK'd ]n the I )ir(‘cl(a‘\'. Some 
few art* inaiiifestK m(*r<' imitators, seekitiu, to^ hent'lit hy tht* 
lahtairs of •more ahh* men. I ht'ia* are twenty three linns ol 
thread manufacturers ^iven in th(‘ I )ir(‘Ciory lor lyS,), and only 
'three in that t)t k/oO 7 and e\(^i ttv*sc three i*r(^ novy in rtvality 
eoinhin(‘«4 iutti one. 
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The family which' has been lonj^est connected with the thread 
trade is that of Clark, datino- (as far as' the Directories state) 
from 17S4 to 1906-7, a period ol a hundred and twenty-three 
years. Hut, as the first James Clark waj^ born in 1747, he 
wcnild b*(‘ thirty-sevam years of ai^e in i7<^4, and so it is j)ossible 
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th.'it liis business as i maker of thread and heddle twiin' was 
conniKMua'd belore that daU'. 

Ai'cordini; to tlu^ Dinatories, th(‘ family of Carlik* has 
carried on thrt*ad manuiactun', under linns slii;lntly (‘iitferin;4 in 
nam(a from 17S4, till iSS(), a j)eriod of one hundred ami two 
years. It is ' possil)Ie, in this case also, that the* busiiu'ss was 
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in existence before' 1784: ancl, indeed, it h’as been -stated that 
•it was commenced in i‘752. 

1 he Carlilcs have* had a loiio and honourable connection with 
the indufstries of theHown, and not a f(‘w members of tliat family 
*have been distinguished for public s(‘rvices and liu^ary Vulture. 
The hrst of whom we liave any nrord is |ohn (‘arlih*, 
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born in 1703, who cainc* from Annan, and settled in Paisley in 
1742. llis son, W^illiain, appears in the Dirculory of 17S4 as 
a thread manufa»:turer, aldiou^h Ik* may Have bei^un business 
In^fore that date. Me was tlu* author of an interestin'; article 
entitled “New Description of l\iisley,” which apjK'areil in the 
(icnflruuiJis in May, 17S7, which contains numerous 

details reeardiiio- the weaviiK»' and other industries in Paisley 

. 5 r*! , o 


58 


ThK PaISLKV TfIRKAI) 


at that tin^e, and from wliich we extract the facts j^ivcn at 
pa‘;e 23. His son, William ('arlilc (17 16 1S29). was a pro-* 
miiKMit man in his d.iy, and (‘nt(‘rtain(‘d liberal oj)inions which 
brouji^ht him into some notice durini; the Radical troubles, 
lie was Provost of I\'Lisle)- for two terms — nSiO to 1818, and 
1820 to 1822. His bn)lh(!r, |ames Carlile (1752 1835), was 



IVovost of Paisl(-y from 1822 till 1824. AU'xaiuk'i* Carlile 
(1788 ]8()()), a sou ol |am(‘s C.iflile, was ,1 member of the 
bown Council, and (listinj^aiislKul fur his literary tastes. H(‘ 

I < 

was one of the founders of the /\a'y/(y in 1828, of 

which Mothe rwell the poc-t was the! editor, and he* ' cc^nlributed 
se'veTal articles^ Vo that publipitiem. He also appears amono' 
the! /^ris/rv as the authe)r, amont; othe'r poesns, of the 


Other Thread Manufacturers 


59 


charming song, “ \Vha s at the WTnclow, \Vha, Wha?” The 

* firni, after an exisUMice of at krast a huntlred and two years, 
w^as absorbed by Messrs. J. & W C'oals in 1S87. 

Robert b'arquharson, thread inaiuifarturer, was Provost in 
1824-7, lime of exc(‘edingl\ tlepressc cl trade, when as 

maii)^ as fifteen thousand persons were* wliolly or partially 
dependent on tlu! Rc'lief f unds raiscnl^ in all parts of the* 

* countrv. lie c^xca'lcsl himself <»reatlv to all('vialc‘ the' suffcaMni*, 

and for this l^* was ewer aflc'rwards he ld in high (‘stcaan by the 
• ^ * 
working people, howcw’cr >in>eli, in l.^tca- tin^e^, he dilferc^d from 

thcan in politic'al mattca's. 

d'he firm of Pelca' Kerr Son exisUal from 1812 till i()o6, 
a |)eriod of ninety-four years, but this firm did not (‘xelusivc'ly 
make* sewing cotton thrcMcl. 

Messrs, f'oats commencc'd dii 1827, so the*) have h.id a 
cemtinuous exist(‘ncc‘ of eigluj^ years. 

We give the* names and date's elf the* varioiis firms, but 
omitting ihejse wliich aj)j)ear to have* e*xiste*d Ic'ss than live 
years - 

List or Tiirkad M anui aci i:keks in Paisley 1 )iki';c'i‘oKiLs. 


Carlile, V/i!liam, 


YtNir first 
mnilioiial. 

1 784 

Yrar last 
im-ntioiicd, 

|S ,4 

Clarfl\, jgimt's, 

- 

17S4 


C'arlile*, James, - 

- 

1812 

185.' 

Clark, Matthew, 


1812 

iii -3 

eJark, Peter, 

• 

- 

1812 

1820 
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List ok Thread Manukacturers- continued. 



Yrar first 

Yfiir last 



mentioned. 

Ccirswcll, Rohm, 

i 8 i 2 ' 

iJ ^35 

IXiviclson, John, 

1812 

I 820 

Fcrt^iison, John, 

.1812 

'‘‘^35 

Kerr, P(:tcr, & Son., - - ' 

1812 

1906 

Macfnrl.'ine, John, 

1812 

1 820 

Pjittison, Robert, * 

1812 

1823 

Stow, William. - 

J 81 2 

1820 

Wilkinson, U, - 

1812 

I 820 

Wilson, jamos, - 

1 814 

I ‘^33 

dark, j. j., & Compy., 

1820 

1905 

Ilal(l(‘n, Al(‘\aiuler, - 

1820 

1828 

Nairn, 1 'homas, 

1 820 

1832 

Yoiii\l»', (o‘orL;(*, 

1820 

1 830 

Ccirlik', Ale\<in(ler, 

1S23 

1 832 

Carllh*, W'arrand, 

1823 

^^">33 

Kerr. John, cSr Sons, 

TS23 

1863 

C'oats, James, - 

lj^27 

1831 

l\I(jrris, J(din, 

1857 

i ‘^33 

Murdoch, W'alliam, 

1827 

1832 

Ross cN Puncan, 

1827 

i8t)6 

Stirrat, James, 

’182*7 

1852 

M ‘Nicol, - David, 

•828 

1 ^^35 

Carswell, i\. N: ( k, cN ( o., 

1 830 

ri ?35 

('oats, J. & P., 

1832 

I 906- 1 907 

Jack, RolK'Tt, - - . - 

1832 

1X59 

Cdcm, y\nderson, & Co., - 

1833 

1849 
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List of Thread Manufacturers— 

continued. 



Yoar first 

Y<‘ar last 


nU‘lltUHRHl. 

niriitioncd. 

Kerr, Thoifias, 

* 

'f ^45 

Clapperton «S: Co., 


1 

Fanjuharson, Rob.ert, 


1 8()0 

RoL^ei*, ^fanson cv (*o., 

1S45 

1 S()0 

Anderson, James, 

iS4() 

I Sgo 

Kerr <S: ( lark, - 

IS52 

lScS2 

Coats,* J. X: r., 

'■'^54 

I SDo 

('arlil(.*, jam(‘s, iV S^ns, 

iS5<j|, 

I SSD 

C lark, j. cS.- R., 


1 S()6 

( dark cS: ( O., 

1 SO2 

igof) 1007 

( lark, James, (o, 

I <Sf)2 

1 S84 

( l.lrk, J. (S: ( o.. 

1SD5 

1 88 1 

K(Tr 6c (0., 


1 ()Ob-]i)oj 

(jlcaiheld 'riirc-ad ('(Hiij)an\, 

1 S7f) 

iS8j 

Many oi the le.idin^- men in 'these smalha* firms were 
'gentlemen ul hij^li cultyiia* and piildic' spirit, and ol j^riMl use- 

fulness to the communit) in th(*ir 

day, althouL: 

h nol ])rivil(‘gt‘d 

to leave beliind them any slaudy 

memori.’Hs. 

As with many 

of the humbler in;»(‘ni<)u^ workmen, thf^y c: 

ontribuled iheir 

share to the l)uildin|L]^ i^p of thev 

^real mdustr 

■y for which the 

town is now celebratcal. 1 hey 

• 

may have* 

anticipated the 


success, r)ul eltd nol survive to share in it. In every waif.ire 
tlu're are many brave men w^o only fincl « j)lace amont; tlie 
unrecoi^lcd dead. 
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COM 151 NATION 

I N clcaliiiL^' with iin artic U^ .of i^'oncral consiintption, whicH, like 
* sewing thread, is Supplied to the public by shopkeepers, the 
manufacturer finds that th(‘'c()sts of distribution are v(‘ry i^reat. 
His ('ustoiiKM's ar(‘ counted by many thousands, an-d to k(;ej) ujy 
the amount of sald^ and compdc! ' witli rivals, a lar^c' si. iff (^f 
tr.ivellers must be ('oiitinually on th(‘ ro.ul. I h(‘ cost of adv(‘r- 
tisiiiLi lias also to be considered, and this is often (Miormous. 
'I'h(!S(^ (expenses of distribution must, with some \v(‘ll- known 
arti('l(‘s, b(! more* than the* whole orii^inal cost of the product. 

Ixven the largest firms cannot afford to despise economies 
in distribution, and in the* Thrt^ad trader this naturally suj^j^esteil 
some form of co-ojieration b(‘tw(‘en the various makers. 

In iSSc), Messrs. Clark and Coats forlnc'd a distributing 
combination under the name of “ 1 he Sewn’m; f e>tton Agency, 
wliich was shortl) afterwards altered to “ I'lu! Central A^enc),’’ 
when an additional firm -Me^ssrs. j(Mias, brook <S: Brothers of 
Meltham joined it. 

'riie business of the A<;ency was to maintain the travellers, 
rei^ulate the. sales, and collect the accounts, thus oreatly reducing 
the staffs which liAd previously been necessary. 'I'he individuality 
of each firm in all else but distribution was not affected. The 
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work ot iho iVi^tnicy vv.is ronirollctl l)y ck*lc*t^aU!s IroTn tlu* firms 
•inlorcsted, tli(‘ expenses were apjjoriionetl amoiv^ them, aiul an 
iiyporLanL (icunomy was ihc r(‘siilt. 

I li(! siiccc^ss ol itu se arran^(*m(‘nts sn^i^osted a inoia* or^anie 
union. This important step was taken on ist iScjl), when 

the b^isiness ol I\h‘ssrs. ( oats, whi('h, as aln a«.]\ mentioiKal, hael 

• • 

been converte.d in 1S90 into .1 Limited I^ial)ility ('omjiain, was 
•amali^ainated w ith those ol Messrs. Llark M: ( OmpaiiN of Laiskw , 
Messrs. I (mas J irook iKi brothers •)! M<‘lth<im, and Messrs. Janu's 
(_ liadw ick cV lirother oi lk)li(#ii. for* this ])yrpose lh(‘ capital oi 
J. <S: If boats, Limited, was readjusted, new shar(*s f rented and 
issued to the oth(‘r ( ompani(‘s, and addition. d directors .ippointed. 
Kach ol tin* other ( 'omj)<inies, li(wve\(‘r, maintains a s(‘p,nMle 
existcMice, lh(‘ nana's .iiid trade* in.irks are })reser\ed and used 
wliere these are .associated with f).irti(ail.ir m.irkets or (ju.alities ol 
thread, but the whole profits *are distribut(“d amon;^ (he sh.ua*- 
holders of J. «S: 1 '. Ibiats, Limited, the capital of which now 
amounts to nearL /, 1 1 ,( h)0,(m x), and tla.* sharehoklers number 
about 17,000. 

The Sellnii^ I )epartmeni is comlucted iwicler lla* naim* ol 
“ I'he Lentral At^em n , Limited,’ as taking (he ])l.ic(* of the 
former “ C'entral* Ai^a*nc) and the, At^encx als() und(!rtakes the* 
.sale of the se'win^ silk threads of Me.ssrs. laster Lomjiain ol 
Hradford, ?ui(i Uis ree’ciitlx been enirust(*d with the elislribution 
work of the* Ibielish Sevvini;* ('otton Comji.iny,* Limiteel, much to 
the .idxmnta^e of all concerned. 
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Much Has been said of the “practical” monopoly created by 
the combination of these lirms, but such charges arc wholly^ 
without foundation. A monopoly cannot exist in a free market. 
.So long as the mark(‘t is free, a successful manufacturer may 
secure !i large paj't or nearly all of the trade, but there is no 
monopoly. He obtains his tracks solely because he gives t^e b(!St 
value to the consumer^ 'Phis is the whole secret of the so-called 
Coats monopoly. No resty'ictive Jegislation has creaUnl it. No 
“log rolling” has been employed to reat'h the prese.nt position. 
It is p(‘rfectl)^ fair^j'ind legal. Oly'ctors are fr(‘e to compete' if 
tlu^y ('hoose. Aiul they do so. 1 'h(,‘ chairman of the Ck)mpany 
stated, in 1S97, that there were more than twent\ sewing cotton 
manufacture'rs in this country, and some* of ihe^m large* and 
we'althy, and ove*r fe)rty on the* (.'oniinemt e)f kan*e)pe, all competing 
with Me-ssrs. ('oats in a free* ‘marke*t. This statement is ne>w 
much within tlu! mark, fi)r at present there* are ai)e)ut fe)rt) home 
lirms, of me)re or less importance*, making sc*wing cotte)n in 
ce)mpeaition with J, N: P. Ca)ats, l.imite*d, apart alteygether from 
any of tlie firms incluele*d in the* Knglish Sewing (fe)tton ( eimjiany, 
Limited, d'lu're 'are* alse> s(*veral wheilesale henise*s whe) havej 
factories for winding anel twisting ^sewing cotte)n. A re*liable 
aulheirity has state*el that there are; at, least 180 firms outside the 
Cevits ceimbinatiein free*])’ supplying the same markets. 

'Phe busine.ss e)f Messrs. Coats has been built iij) by careful 
study of the waiKs anel interesj^s of the consumers. lUiyers have 
learned the; superiority of Cenils’ and Clarks’ thread, and insist on 
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having it, and a reputation thus attained is ‘not easif)' disturbed. 
It is a monopoly of capacity. 1 hese firms are only rcaj)in^‘ the 
well -deserved harvest following' upon years of laborious effort. 

Nor can it he sh\d with truth that the interests of the con- 
sumers of sewiiT»; thread hav'^e been iu‘ttlected, in order to make 
exceptionally lar^e profits. I'hct price obtained is the normal 
competition v^alue in a }X‘rfectly free market, and is rix(?d by 
caustxs which the Messrs. Coats did not create, and from the 
operation ol \^J.lich, whether for their benefit or ai^ainst it, they 
cannot escape. 

A manufacturer has to deal with two markets, neidier of which 
lu! can control. Messrs. Coats cannot l)uy their raw cotton, spun 

yarn, or labour at a less price than is t^iven for tlu^se factors of 

« 

production by other CQm|)etitors. 'Fhey must pay the markiT 
price, or ^40 without the article. -In likt* manner, they cannot sell 
their ])roduct for more th.in tin* public will i^ive for if, or for a 
hii^her price than other makers are oKerin;^ to tak(‘ for an (‘(uial 
article*. Sucli is the unalterable economic })osition of all manu- 
facturca'.s. 1 he price the*)' can buy and sell at is not of th(‘ir 
hxing, and is beyond their i^rasj). 

Ihjt betweem these* two marke*ts lies the region whe*r(* jjrofil 
can be maekx 'I'lie manufacturer who, by skill and e*conomy 
can diminish the amount spent on production a*nd distributiem 
receives, and rightly receives, the re‘ward of his ability, as, in 
the ceintrary case, he would reereive the nwnishment of his 
incapacity. This is the sphere in which the Coats cohibination 
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make theif larof* profits. They doal in sums so large, that 
a small p(!rcentage of waste, (‘xtravagancc, or incajiacity i’’ 
management, would amount in a year to a fabulous sum. 
On the oth(*r hand, wise economies and ^good organization in 
production and distribution secure profits which are large 
becaus(i the business is large. Messrs. Coats’ accounts com- 
prise the profits of sixt(!(!n sej)arate and distinct mamifacturing 
concerns, tin* returns from over sixty branch houses, and, in 
addition th(‘)' ha\ e mon* than a hundred aiuj, fifty dej)ots in 
all parts of the ^world, and thgy havtt over s(‘ven thoti.sand 
diffennU 'prices, and s(*ll in thirty fortngn currentnes. d'h(!ir 
ledger accounts exceed a hundred thousand. 

b'urthcM', it may be said that the l^rot(‘cti\’(^ l(‘gislation of some 
foreign countries, not intendcxl to bemd'it us, has don(‘ not a little 
to swell the })rofits of Missrs. (boats’ shareholders, d'he (Tairman 
of the Coinpain, in 1S99, staltxl that they htild sliare.s in tv\el\(‘ 
manufacturing conc(‘rns 'in foreign cotiiuriv.'s, and b\ far the larg(*r 
part of their t^ntire j)rofits was deriv(*d from investments in these 
companic's, and not from mills in the United Kingdom. The 
explanation isCsjmple. The stdling price in tliesc; Protective 
countries is maintained \)y the tariff at a high l(*vc*l e\])r(.*ssly 
to bcauHit tilt! local producer. riiis, in man) castes, makes him 
easy abt)ut inijiroving his methods. When. therefort‘, there* 
comes uj)on the scene a manufacturer so thorough!) versetl by 
long experience in all the economies of production as are the 
Messrs. Coats (the selling prict* being still kt;pt up by the tariff), 
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a very substantial inaroin of profit falls to his share. No doubt 
the foreign statesnaai who enacted these tariffs did not intend 
to favour IJritish cnterjirise at the i‘\pens(‘ of th(‘ir own peo[)l(!, 
but that is the resiilt which their action has produc(‘d ; ami 
this is not lh(‘ only cast* in which hostile f(,)r(‘.inrn tariffs have 
worked out so as to compel lh(‘ foreii^ner to pay tribute to 
this country. . 

' d'he L^reat conil)ination pnnv naturally out ol (‘ct)nomic 
conditions, antWfar from being an injury to tht* communit)’, it 
is a grt'at beiielit, and is in itself a mosU interi^sting object 
lesson, as showing in a v(‘ry markc*d inaniu*)* tht* succ(*ss which 
always follows tht; application ol integrity, enterprise, ami ])erfect 
organi/ation. 



CHAPTER VIl 


rUKSENT PdsiTlON OF THE THREAD INDUSTRY IN 

PAISLEY 


T^HK present position' of th’e thread industij' in Paisley can 
* best be placed , IxTore our nsiders by* re})roducino^ 'the 
most rec^nit R<*p(Srt and Dalaiux! Sheet of M(!ssrs. J. N: P. Coats, 
Limited, for the year ending’ 30th June, 1906. 

To this Rt;port we may add an estimate of the present 
market value (buyers) of the different forms the Ca])ital : 


Sliti 1^ I'.si l.isl 


('M'llAI 01 1 iV 1'. ( OA 1 .. I.IMlIKh 

Kai u Vamik 

I'.l 1 LIIiIrI , IIJ'l'l 

(l>iiy« 1.) 

Prefcrt iu'c Shaivs (p{,io inch), 

V^'2,500,000 


PiviVrrcd Ordinary Stock (/, io c 

ach), 3 000, oco 

£ 4 <)'A 

Ordinary Sliar(‘s (^,'i each), 

4,500,000 

S'*. 3<i- 

Debenture SL(»ck (^,100 <‘acli), 

917020 

£>°') 


Z'10,917,420 



S \ i h Al’I )■ 

\’A1 ui . 

y-..' 4 , 093.750 
14,850,000 
28,181,250 
999,987 

;£48, 124,987 


Even those who hava; little* aptitude for understandini; 
fi‘4ures, will readil)' observe from this statement that a jiroperty 
which the shareholders purchasi^d for eleven millions sterlin<^>'. 
has become, valuable apd popular that there an; buyers in 
the market willing to pay forty-eight millions for it. 



/ 6 " P. COATS. LIMITED. 

— 

I) I HECTORS. 

ARCHIBALT) COATS, Chuinmut. 

Srii JAMES COATS, Baht. 

Sin THOMAS Ol.EN-COATS, Bvm., M.l’. 

Sin JAMES KINO, Bahi. 

Sin WILLIAM AHHOL. 

CHARLES LEWIS BKOOK. 

STEWART CLARK. 

KENNETH M. CLARK. 

J. O. M. CLARK. 

PETER COATS. 

W. P. STEWART. J.v.v/. Xir//., (‘HARI.K.S iM()Nl\V. 

ui<:rouT OF the ‘diiuu’Tous 

ro BE SCHMITTEO TO TFTe SIXLEEN'I'II ANNT AL ORDINARY (;ENERAL MEEI INO, TO 
BE HELD IN 'I'HE MERCIIAN'I'S- MALI.. I WE.S'I' CKORCE SrREE'i', OLASOOVV, ()\ 
TUVliSDAW rifi: ji;H, DAY OF \OI FMliFAF n)o(K AT TWEIA E 0’(’L0(’K NOON. 

Dirrctors lo siilniiil lo I, he Shareholders ihe Ri.-|inrt*and Staleiiieiit of Aeemmls for tin* V(*ar lo 
;oth June, i ^ 

'Hie Net Profit for the year, after earr>in» ihe .sum of X‘1L797 l ^d. .to De|)reeiatioii .Vei'oiint, 
iinouiits to ^^.2,974,oS<S 9s. ^d. (iiieludm*; /d> 3 , 9.>3 3 s. 5 <h. ^^hieh prnjH*rl\ l)eloiijL»s to last M*ar). 'Hiis, with 
4479.908 8s. 8(1. lirouj»ht forward from last M ar, makes a total of .4.3 45 ,L 99 h 18 o 

md after diahictin^;’ Deheiilure Interest, paid and accrued for the yt‘ar, Disidimd of pi r 
■cut. on Preference Shares, (Quarterly Dnidends on Preferred Ordinary Slock and 

)rdinarv Shares, paid to ; 5 ()lh»lune, and Income 'I'ax, etc., as per Balance Sheet. 1,400,284 12 9 

/: 2 , 04 .), 7 I 2 5 3 

ilid liiial (^iiai'l.Tly I )i\ id. iuls Cur tin- yuar <‘iidcd 30th .Itnic, paid siiiuc that datr uii - 
Preferrid Ordinary Slock, 30th September, 5 per cent. ; ^,150,000 o o 

Ordinar\ Shares, ;oth September, 5 per cent., • 225,000 o o 

375,000 o o 
/,' i /.6 o ,7 i 2 5 3 

^450,000 O o 

225,000 o o 
120,100 19 9 

149,528 4 9 

25,000 o o 

969 629 4 6 

caving a balance to be carried forward of ... ° 9 

vhieh is subject to Auditors’ f ees, Bonus, etc. , . 

■ 

In terms of the Article^ of Association and the order of retirement anan^ed, the fbllowin^r Directors, 
■>ir 'I'lioMivs^i.KX-f’ovTs, Bart., M.P., Sir VVii.ia\M Ahkol, Messrs. IborKii (’o\ts, P. M. Coeis, VV. 11 . Co\'rs, and 
S.‘C’o\Ts, retire at this time, and are eligible for re-ehation. I'lie Board^'ceommends their re-election. 

The Dire<’l<»rs bej; Iw report, that, ha\in^' c’onsidered it ad\isable during IJfV' j^’ear F* another Director 
.0 the Board, they electt ii M" E. Ai.i:\. Piiiljimm a Director of the (’ompany, and now rt'coinimmd the Share- 
lolders to eonfirni his eK,,^^iii. 

The Auditors, Messrs. 'Li ^’oi nus iN (’o., and Mr. Dwin W. Kin.vroN, bein^ eligible, offer theni- 

•elves for re-eha-tion. 

B> OiiDKH oi-»Tni; Boahi), 

\V. P. S'PEWAirr, Sccrdurij. 

‘kaujcsi.iK TniiKAi) Wouks, * 

Paisley, -Htth Orfoln /^ I'.HiC, 


Ina’c remains a balaiua* of 

vhieh the DirtaJors rtaamimend should be dealt \Mtb as follows: - 
Lo Dividend Reserxe Fund Account, 

,, Bonus of IS, per Share, 

^ ,, Pmision f und Account, 

„ Marine and Fire Cnderwritinj;- Account, ... 

,, Debenture Premium Account. ... 


GEORGE COATS. 

PETER MACKENZIE COATS. 
WILLIAM HODGE COALS. 

P. HERBERT COATS. 
ERNE.ST S. COA TS. 

’T. J. HIRST. 

O. E. PHILIPPI. 

E. A. IMHLIPPI. 

W. P. .S'TEAVAR’T. 



Dr. 


< 


J. & P. COATS, 

Balance Sheet at 


'I'o Share Capitiil Authorised and Subscribed — 

250.000 6 j)er cent. Preference Sliares of J^\Q each, fully paid,... ;^2, 500,000 o 

^3,000,000 Prtd'erred Ordinary Stock, fully paid, ... ... *3,000,000 o 

4.500.000 Ordinary Shari-s of each, fully paid, 4,500,000 o 

^10,000,000 o 

„ Debenture Sleek, at 3} ])er cent.. . ... ... 917,420 o 

„ Interest oji Debenture Stock, half-year to dale, payable ist dul}, * 

,, Dividend and Interest Warrants outstanding, 

„ Sundry 'I'rade Accounts, 

,, Marine and Fire rnderwritin^' Account,.. . . 

,, Ueserve Fund, ^ 

,, Dividend Heserve fund, ... ' . ... 

,, Pension h’und for I'nijiloyecs, ..... ... ^250^000 o 

,, ,, ,, transl'erred to Central Af'ene}', Ltd., 20,100 19 


Susp(‘n.se Account Provision against depreciation ol lin estinenls. 
Profit an<l Foss Account 

lhdanc(‘ at (-redit, as l)elou, . * 

balance from 3olh .lune, 1905,' 

\ 


^2,974,088 

479,908 


9 

8 


Deduct 

Interest on Debenture Stock for the year, 
Dividend of 6 per cent. <tn Prelerence 
Shares, 3 per ceiit. paid 31st December; 
3 percent., 30th ,Iune, .. ... . . 

(Quarterly Dividends on Preferred Ordinary 
Stock, 5 per cent, paid 31st December; 
5 per c<‘nt., 3isl‘ March ; 5 per cent., 
:l()th June, ... . ' ... ... 

(Quarterly Dividends on Ordinary Sliares, 
5 per cent, paid 31st Di'ct inber; 5 per 
(H-nt., 31st March; 5 ]>erceid,., 3olh June, 
Income 'fax jiaid, h‘ss retained, 

Debenture Premium paid in excess of 
amount provided. 




^36,462 8 o 

150.000 o c 

450.000 o o 

675.000 o o 
»j2,204 '9 10 

5, (.17 14 II 

1,409,284 12 


o 

o 

o 

r 

o • 

o 

/;fo,9i7,420 o o 
17,257 11 1 

. 37 «- 855 i 7 8 
266,523 o 10 
35o>47» *5 3* 

^ 3,500,00b o o 

450,000 o o 
o 
9 

229,899 o 3 
185,096 o 6 

r 

4 

8 


9 


2,044,712 5 3 


^18,340,235 lO^IO 

Dr. ‘ ‘ ' Profit and Loss Account for 


'J’o (nmeral Charges for Management Salaries, Lcfjjal Kxj)enses, l ee^ ot Diirectnrs, 

Auditors’ Fees, etc., .. ... ... ... .. ••• • • ••• ;^» 4 ^» 97 ^ 8 6 

„ balance carried to balance Shugi.'t, ... ••• 2,974,088 9 4 


^3,021,058 17 10 


AbCHb. COATS, Chainnav. In accordance with the provisions of the Companies’ Act, 1900, 

W. P. S'rh'AV’AUT, Sccrctarif. Shareholders fhat we have examined and conipared this 

balance Sheets and Returns received IVom The Central 
a true and correct view of the state of the Cbmiiany’s 

Paisley, joth October, igo 6 . 



limited. 


JOth June, 1906. 

jy Capital Expenditure, .includiiif; (ioodwill and Pn)])ertv coniprised 
ill the orifrinal ])nrehase in 1890; the I'Apenditiire in earryinj; 
out the arrangements with other Companie s, ineludin*; (lood- , 

wilf and Shares aetpiired ilierein and permanent Loans to 
those (’ompanies ; also Investments »n Share's e>F e>lher Sub- 
sidiary Cenni^enies as pe'i* Halane-e* Sheet eef ^^otli .lune. H)05, '2 2 


Additional S’vare*s in Suhsieliarv Cennpanies and i»the‘r Capital 
I'Apenditiire* for year e nding- ^ot’^ .lune*, 1906. 

Ir.v.v r)e‘pre*eiation em I'\*ieuslie "I hre*;iel W’eirks 

, for ye'ar to 3olh .him*, iQof), .../,' 4 L 797 9 

Deduct Renewals and 'rr.nisfers eel* 

Anienmts pre*vi(»u‘dy re‘ser\e*el against 
^Machine ry at I'Vri»uslie*. imw siitier- 
*seded. .... 6,36<' \ 5 




71,038 8 

^*9,812,800 o 


35>4.^i 7 


8 


• o 


A 


Hoe»k Debts, Aocnls’ Ralance's, ete*., afte*!* de*elue*iinir e*stimat<*d 
Dis(*onnt ;nui j'’‘0\ idinjz; l(»r Rad anel Deiuhlful Debts, 

Stock of (iuods and Store s, 


(^*ish at Raiike*rs .*nid in hand, 


Rills Ue‘ce‘ivable‘, 

„ Inxestments, Leians, and .\elvances against Mortj»a^e*s, 

,, Advane'e'S to Sidisidiary Companies for Stock apil VVeirkinp 
l'Ape*nses, anel Di\id(*nds ele*clar(‘d but not re‘e‘e*ive*el by this 
(’ompanv allhc date of this Ralancc She*e‘t, 


Or* 


yo9^777>3^^‘'^ >3 

1,229,239 9 

1,478,061 9 

L 72 i ,534 9 

646,943 10 


917,302 12 


6 


8 


8 

o 


3 


7 


£i 8 , 340 .= 3 S 'o 

Year ended 30th June, 1906! 

Hv I'n)fit .iim l))vi<l( ii<l.s lor l/u- yiar, inclmlins l)i\kl. n(is ami InU-rrsUVaiii .Sal)siilmrv „ g 

('e)in^nies, and .iftcr making;* ju*<»visiein for Dcprcciatiem anel Rad anel Deuihlf 111 I e > s, X ->90 >333 

” ,, c o 

. ■ .. . 05..7309 

^^ 3 . 021,058 17 10 


«.• lurcl.v o rlifV that all ...ir r. (,uircin. nts as AndiU.rs have laW eo...|.''' 'l J . 

Balanee Sheet anil the I’rnlit ami Loss Aeeoiiiit with ifle Hooks and \ oiiehers ^ ' ‘ ‘ iNits 

AKeney, Liiniled, Hranehes, and Subsidiary Coinisinies, and w.- are <d oi>inion lhal ihe Balanee She. l e.vlnhits 

affairs ‘as shown hy Ihe Books. -I LIUJUAND. VOIINOS A (O., 

DAVID W. KIDSTON, 


^ Auditors, 
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Fehc.i slik Thread Works, 

Paisi.ev, -infli Oi ' tnhf )\ lUnt ;, 



Present Position of the Thread Industry 
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The Reserve Fund could of itself pay the Preference fixed 
v.ividcnds, and a <food commercial dividend on the Preferred 
and Ordinary Shares for many years, even if no profil whatever 
were beintj made durinjj that timt.'. 

The dividend on the Ordinary Shares has b'-en as follows: 


1897. 

20 

[)er cent* 





1 tS98, 

- 3^5 

• 



on 

/‘3,000,(M 

XT 

I <^99, 

- 30 

- 

and 

bonus of 10 ' 




I 

- 







1901, 

- 20 




' CapitnJ incr(‘; 

ised in 1901. 

190 

- 20 

- 





/ 

1903, 

- 20 

- 



/:> 

Shares — 

■/.’q, 500, 000. 

1903, 

- 20 







1905, 

- 20 







1 90O, 

- 20 


and 

bonus of 5 /J 





Such results are unusual in iiulusirial concerns, and have 
had some remarkable c()nsec|uences. 'I hey i)ro(luced ipiiie a 
“boom’’ in iiulusirial “combines." Investors lost their heads 
alto<Tciher, and [iromoters were not slow to “ralily iheir 
demands. Combines of all .sorts of impecu.iious firms were 
placed upon the market, an^l. for a time almost anyihiii” could 

be floated. Ventures ot the most dubious character were 

• * 

applied for, far in excess of tlu: amounts re(|uircd. But time 
brought about a startling revulsion. Not one of all these 
combines had the staying power »of Coats. They quickly got 
into difficulties, and most of them had a lung am! weary road 
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to tr;ivc*I on iho !L>ood old lines of cnre and economy before 
llu‘y o()t out of the mess. It is not an unfair inference to* 
draw, that th(‘ investini^ ])ubli(' dropped, at least for a tim(‘, 
as much in these* \cntnres as hatl been t^ahu'd by the remark- 



( Mills \| r'l IK, I SI II . 


able* and leeilimate sii('('f‘ss of the uinocent cause* e)r all this 

• • 

sj)e‘(ail.itivc mania. 

'The* mills ol the- Ce)ats Coinl)inati()n in Vaisie*)* ce)\'e‘r a 
hundreel acre's epf L;roiinel. d'hey ])e).ssess an at;^ regate' ^engine 
ft)re'e* e)f thirty the)usand hor.se pe)W(*r re-ejuiring a daily cein-' 
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sumpt of four luiiKlred tons of coal— to drive half a nullion 
of spindles ; and they ^ive employment dirc'ctly t(^ over tvn 
th(nisand p(Tsons, while thirty thousaiKl may 1)(‘ taken as the 
total number of thV cMUploycT^s oi the (‘ombination in all 



CiAUhs' Mii.i.s Ai Si.i.imii.i.s. 


* 

countries. Of these, the majority are girls and women, ranging 
from fourteen years of age to fifty and more.* The holiliin 
turning and dyehig departments are staffed e,\(dusi\ cK hv in.dts. 

'I'lic rate of pay is liberal. A girl who haj just left school, 
at the* age of fourteen, usually starts with a* Wage .of about 
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6 s. 6 cl. [)(?!' work, Hclvancincr accordinjr to merit till 158. per 
week is attain(*(l. i t^s. may ])c tak(*n as a fair averai^'C! * 

amon^r the women ; ihoiio-h, on the other hand, it has to be 
borne in mind tIuTe arc* otluTs who rcTeive as mucli as ^ 6 s. 
and 3Ss/ per fortniolu. 



I*' \(.ri \ Mill'', Eih h(s. 


I he male oj)er.ui\ (\s heoin work .at fonrieeii years of a^e, 

start with 7s. p(M' week, and j^radualK ris(‘ till their wa<>(‘s 

* * ' ' 

(•(|ual those of o()0(l tradt sincii. 

Work starts at 6 a.m, Itreakfast from <J to to, (.liiincr 
from 2 to 3 , tin; Saboiir of tltc«Jay tcrmiiialiitt; at 6 I'.m. 'I'hc- 
total vv'ork'mt; hours per week are fifty-five and a lialf 
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"Phe consumption ot bobbin wood is (‘iiormous, ai?d ihrcatt^ncd 
at one time the practical deror(‘station ot Scotland. Pirnmill, 
in *Arran, marks th(‘ site of a saw mill which dcMUided the 
west coast of Arrafi of its fairy garniture ol scrubby ashs and 
birks, and then* were; many such small mills scaltored ov(‘r 

the West Ilio-hlands. Scotland still contributes its share, but 

• " * • 



‘AhC IIIHAI.M (‘OXT*', F-'<U., 

( IIMUMAN OI .1, iS. I’. 


Ihr l)ulk of lln- N'ond nojv. used in I’iiisley lor ilie tlire;ul trade 
is iini)ui-led IVoin the Nofth of iMirope and Irani North America, 
and annually avera-es lifteen thousand tons, Vnauein- about 
two liiimlred and fifty millions of spools a n.-markahle ehaii'^e 
from the time when James Ckp-k ordered tl*<; sjiools hy half a 
oi-oss at a time, and carried them home in fiis coat* ])ocket. 


The Paisley Thread 


7 « 

The pfesent Directors of Messrs. J. & P. Coats, Limited, 
number nineU;(‘n. We reproduce the portrait of the Chairman*, 
Archibald Coals, Es(|., of W'^oodsidc^. 

d'o determine the de<^n‘e(*s of merit jifstly due respectively 
to r/dch of these gentlemen for the threat r(‘sults obtained, 
would lx; an impossible task, and invidious T it were possible. 
Amonn th(‘m wc'n.* those who, by |)atient labour and business 
ability, cr(*ate(l the ('ondilions of success. rh(‘re also was the 
^L^(‘nius ('apabK‘ of i^raspini^ the vast possibiliti^ss thus createcl, 
and the consummate sl^ill recjuired to carr\' out the great en- 
t(‘rprise. , Nothing su('cc*eds like success, and large as was the* 
price which they asked for the busin(;ss. subsecjuent ev(;nts 
have shown that the vendors might, like l.ord Clive, be 
“astonished at their own moderation.” The; public w-cre not 
long in putting a much higher value upon their pun'hase. 
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* I^HE ;irr;in^('ni(‘nt of tlu; mills is kc yt in lonch with th(“ 

• * lulvanccs. Clmny;cs my.1 imjn*ov(Mni‘iUs ;ir(‘ ron- 

ijiuially i;oin;^- (#i^, th(‘ IcmrIciun heiii^ always towards diininisht'd 
space* and more rapid [)roduclion I'lnViy \(\|rs ai^o llu* spiinlU's 
ran about three thousand revolutions pvv minute ; n(i\' they run 
from cM;j;'ht to ten thousand, and the* space* occupie'el is less. 
In the* construction, and fre‘ejuent recemstrueiion ol parts ol 
the mills, (‘\'ery atlc'iuion is [)aid to the he‘alth and comfeal e)l 
the workers, combine'd with efficiency and spe'e'd. It \('e‘lle‘nt 
vc‘ntilatie)n, sanitatie)n, and cte‘anlin(‘ss •e'haracleri/e* c‘\'e‘r\ j)art 
of the we)rks. 'I'he hc*we*st inventions* in maehiner) are con- 
sidered, and, if found L(ood, are re;aelily adoptc*d, no matte*r at 
what cost. All obsolete* inachinea*)' has ,i short shrilt. hJc'clric 
liL^'htin^' and driving; are; i^radually supe*rv.eelin!^ the* older 
methods. 

The; se*rious risk of ^^lire absorbs attention. Sj)rinkle*rs, 
]:)ortable hre* extinguishe*rs. and bucke*ls lille;d waih water are 
installed all ove;6- the; ])lace, while an u])-to elate* lire; e-nj^ine* — 
maniu'd by the e*mj)loyees and i^inde-r a profe;ssional lire*-master 
ensures prom[)t mexisures in case of ‘e;merRency. \< alchme*!! 
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patrol the buildings all night, and their vi^iits are automatically 
registered by a clock, so that no shirking of this essentijil 

i 

inspection can take place without being discovered. 

Accidents, especially to the fing(^rs, arc not uncommon, and 
in evjTy room there is a Red (Voss box, containing the 
necessary re(|uisites for first aid. Attendance at ambulance 
classes is, in a manner, compulsory on the male workers. 



IIaij -Timkhs* Sciiooi., m.ii . 


A larg(' sum is set asides (‘ach y(‘ar for the* Pension Fund, 
which now amounts to over / 200,000. From this fund all old 
and tl(;serving workers are libc^rally provided for. 

The two firms continue to take that lively interest in the 
welfare and laliu^ation of the w()rk-peopl(.‘, which was always 
[)ractised by the worthy men who found^ed the industry. 
Kvening classes are provided for th(! younger men, the 
attendance Kt which is in some degree compulsory, 'although 


Man a(U>:mk.\ i 


Si 


the whole ex|)(‘iis(; ‘is |).iicl hy ihr linn. Lad.^ ol ‘ahility are 
;ransferr(!d from these sVhools U) the d'l'dniieal C'ollei^i*, wlien^ 
their proon^ss is not(‘d, and those who show a])litud(i are 
marked for promoli<vn In the mills. 

The education ol tlu* \()un^(‘r i.;irls is provid(Al foi in the 
elegant Half-Timers’ School, of which we give an illustration. 


Of • 



eiu(Ki:T Kirii), Fiiu.iM.il. 


No exjxmse has been ..[jannl in fitting up this commodious 
building, and although, owing to an alteration in the* Education 
Act, it is not now absolutejy neces.sary, it is maintaiiK'd in the 
inter(;st of tlie \<>iing peoj^h*. 

In a conv(.*nient m(‘adow near to tlu* b'erguslie works, ample 
accommodation in provided for tennis, crickcl, and football ganu*s, 
where hundntds of tlu; workers may be seen enj^iying themselv(*s 
in the summer evenings. lk*autiful bowiing greens,* wdth suitable 
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offices, have been lorined c<)ii\eni(Mil to both th(‘ Anchor and 
lAn'i^uslie Mills, where* the inl(*rest is mahitained by much friendly 
rivalry. 

Near to this tield a number ol moTlel cotlaj^'es in the ^ 
hai^lish self-contained lashion hax'c b«‘«‘ii built by the liim 



( ilin 1 loMI , I' l.Ui.l sMI . 


a style of dw(‘lliMo- which mii^hl with advanta^i* be mulliplK'd 
in Paisley. 

p'or yoLiii!^ L;lrl workers who m.i\ reside* at loo ^re/at a 
elistance:, or who may ueit have* the be^ne^fit e)i a home, a re'si 
d(*nce\ uneler an e.\})erie*nced matron, has been built, wheie*, le)i 
a limiteel jiaym *nt, th(‘se \ ouiv^ people e'an enjoy much home 
comfort. 




Maxai'.kmknt 


^^3 


( oLinlry and seaside excursions are also atlmirably organi/A‘d. 
On th(? summer holiday tlu‘ “ vSma’ Shot Saturday" of the old 
\v<*'iv(^rs — the first Saturday of July, the thread workers hava.‘ a 
trip, which they manag(.‘ with wonderful ability and forethought. 
They generally arrange for si\ or seven different (excursions, 
which fre(|uentl\ .reijuire two or three trains to each place, 
d'lu^ younger .girls are grouped t(»gether, sometimes numbc'ring 
iifteen hundred, and on arrived at dieir d(‘stinaii()n lhe\ find 
everything arraflged b) some of th(‘ older hands. Ample 
refreshments arc' providc'd, and distiibuted in .i wc'lbordc'red 
maniK'i*, according to the* dctpartmc'nts to which vac.' workc'rs 
b(‘long. 'I'ents arc* provided on the I'hance of bad weathc'r. 
Music is abundant, and dancing and sports arc* ceirric'd on, 
and prizes gi\'en — amounting on some occasions to bhe 

charge to each of the younger girls is merely nominal. As 
many as ten thousand trippers connected with th(‘ thread trade 
will sometimes enjov a holiday in this inanncir. dhc' workers 
make* all the* arrangemeius thc'mselves, and long experience 
has (jualilied thcmi well for this duty. A charge is made in 
every case, but the linn makes up any deficit. 

Mach of the; flats has wjiat is known as a “Holiday Ikink." 

Weekly contributions arc' finade to it by the. thrifty girls, and 

* • 

one of their^ number is appoint(;d bankc*r. When the summer 
holiday season comccs round, some* of the; girls will receive as 
inuch as /^lo each. It is stateti that sometinles 12,000 has 
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been oatlierecl in during' the year - a remarkable illustration 
alike of oood wa^es and of [)rud(‘nt economy. ^ * 

d'he fair, and (^ven generous, manner in whicli tlu? thet^ad 
firms have dealt with their workers, has had the usual excellent 
results. (jood s/mse and friendly feelinif havt? overcome with 
ease such difficulties as hav(‘ arisen, and j there never have 
Ix^en any |)rotracle<l« labour dis])utes. In a recAMit instance, a 
differcMice arose which rtajLwrt^d some time to adjust, d'he delay 
was not occasioiK^d by any unwillinoiu^ss to* dnvestit^ate and 
rcMn(‘dy aii)' alleo(el ;4ri(‘vance, l)ut because of the ])ossibli‘ lar- 
r(‘achini4 (^ons(‘(|U(‘nc(‘s of an unwise or hasty d(aisi()n. J'he 
work(,‘rs wail(.‘d with becoming patiemee, and the revised rates, 
wh(‘n decided, W(‘re made r(‘trosp(‘ctive, so that some of the 
girls had as much as /, i5 to receive! at the adjustment. Idiis, 
no doubt, showed that the complaint was well founded, but 
it also showed the rehdiness of the linn to do perfect justice 
to their emjiloyee's. 



CHAPTER IX 


HKNKFACTIONS 

loadini^' nien in the thread trade have: at all times 
* taken a* lively interest in the welfar'" of the town. We 
frequently find them as immihcrs cf thc‘ 'Fown Council aiul 
Magistrates of fhe Burgh, and in sevend instances they have 
filled the office of Provost, and always w'ith accejitance. Ihit 
more particularly tiury have taken a special int(‘i\‘.a in, and 
freely given their personal services to, all j)roj(‘Cls for improving 
the c()nditi(^^n of th(! [leople. rhc‘ir names are to Ik‘ louiul on 
the governing lioards of every institution and society, educational, 
philanthropic' and rc'Jigious, in the town. During the dark da)s 
consecjuent ujion the decay of the shawl trade, they ilid much 
to tick* ovea* the period of suflering through which the: town 
jiassed, on its way lo tlv present improved economic position. 
When succc^ss (lowed in upon them, thc^y dis[)ensc‘d their wealth 
with a liberal hand, and thc‘ town is enrichc'il and adorned by 
many substantial ewide-Tes* of their benefactions. 

In the prosperous time.? of the weaving inyLk* in Paisley, there 
was no pressing necessity for a Ikiblic Park. 'The town was not 
large, and the immediate neighbourhood aboundc*d in delightful 
walks iiind charming country scenery. P)Ut as tlfe town incrctased, 
and factories multiplied, tlu^ want of a park began to be much felt. 
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John Love (1747-1828), at one time a successful manufacturer, 
was an enthusiastic florist. He ac(juirecl about sev(*n acres ofi 

t 

land on the road to Inchinnan tiie portion which is now called 
Love Street— and forinctd tlu*re ih(‘ llojie d'em})le Gardens. 
Many faluahle and interc'stini^ plants vva‘re collectc^d, and the 
t^ardens were well stocked, and l)(‘came a |)iace of |)ul)lic rc'sort. 
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Then* was also incliidetl a Museum of i;eoloi;ical and botanical 
s])c*cim(*ns, wiiich, in 1837, was under the care* of Mr. William 
Small. Hut misio.'tune overtook the owner, and tiu* estate went 
into the hands of trustees. 'I'he .t;lory had d(’j)art(*d ; and, 
l)ei'omin«; known as Love’s holly, i; was transformc'd into a 

t 

market warden, where the children wert* accustomed to t^o for 
entertainment vvh(‘n the strawberries and ooosebv’rries 'wt'ia* ripe. 

( )ffer(‘d for nah* in 1866,, it was bought privately by Mr. 
'hhomas 'Coats of h\‘rt4uslie. H(* enclosed and r(‘-arran^ed the 
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whole ])lace, built convenient waiting-rooms ainl a locl^i^c', and 
trec^c'd a splendid fountain in the c(‘nlre. d'he ])lac(‘ was then 
na.n(‘d 


(It)c Jfoimtatu (5ar^cnc^ 
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ll was pre^eiiled to the town by Mr. boa’s, on 2^')th May, 
iSt)S, together with an (*^ul('W ineiii of in ordca* that 

it inieht !)<■ nniintained ija* the i^'ood of the eoininunity, free 
of charoe. 'This endow in(‘nt was further aia^nuaUcal h)’ his 
cliUst Sdil, Mr ]. lilies ('oats, Junr., ol’ l•■e|•!4llslie, in l.So’, liy 
and a^^ain, in i<|Oi, 1 )\ ^ /S.ooo, so tlial the loial en 
dowineiU now anioiiiUs to /j(),0(X). 
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This ma^nificcnf gift was only the foriTiinncr of many more 
which the tliRSid manufacturers have giVen to the town. 

At the meetings of the Philosophical Institution, the tlejir- 
ahleness of a town Museum was fre(|uently (^pressecl, hut lack of 
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funds |)revemed any action, till the in'ohlem was solved in an 
unexpected wa>. On 22 nd January, ,^86;;. it was announced dmt 
Mr. Peter ('oats intended to build and.present to the town a 

flDuscuni an^ Xibrar?. 

'Phe Libraries Atft was adopted. by th<' community on 28th March, 
1867, aiirf the building commenced in 1 ligh .Sirei't, at an estimated 
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cost of ^15,000; but, as everythinjr was done in the inost sub- 
^:^antial anci complete manner, the ultimate cost must have been 
far beyond this limit. 

The honour of Itnighlhood was conferrt-d u[)on Mr. Peter * 
Coats on 2nd July, 1869. The buildin;^ was transf(‘rred to the 
'Pown Council on 23rd Sc‘ptember, 1870, on which occasion 
Sir Peter made a sp(‘t‘ch which l)reathes such a nobl(‘ spirit that 
\v(* subjoin a 1(‘W passages. 1 b* said : 

“'I'hc; Muse^igi and Lil)rary I have conjoiiual, because^ 1 re^t;ard 
them as ajipropriately r(‘lated to <.>ne ainaher. I lu‘ Museum is in 
many respects the complement ol the Library - th(‘y intended 
to be nuitually helpful. P'or example, th(‘ standard works in tiu* 
Reference* Library, say in P>otan\', (ieolot;y, nr other l.)ranclK‘S t)( 
Natural 1 listory, will be all the more* ])ractically valtiabh* wlK*n 
there are specimens and exactly ^systematiz(*d colk'ctions in tht‘ 
Mus(‘um to illustrate what has bt'cm j)ubhsheel ; and, conversely, 
the spee'imc.ms and ('(»]l(*e'ti(»ns will be* nnire useful when the best 
writers in accessible works explain their history, lh(*ir (]ualiti(‘s, 
and the* relations by whicb the\ are L;eneralizetl. (Ap])lause.) Ol 
course*, Natural History is toe) w ieleatie‘ld lor an} thino like* exhatis- 
tive* ilkistration b) a provincial Mus(‘um such as ours; but the* 
stuely e)f each branch can be best j)re)sectited, in the lirst instance, 
thre)ti<;h what is le)cal, e)r n(.*are*st at hand, and, th(*i^efore‘, it is that 
I expe’et a cre*elitable representation of the chief fe'ature s e)f the 

Natural Histe)rv of Renfrewshire* (Applause*.)^ The; industrial 

» • 

pre)elucls, manufactures, and antie|uities, may alsb be adequate ly 
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represented ; and 1 ‘think it is of importance, now that the Science 
and Art 1 )(^])artinent is (‘xtendini;' its examinations over Ik'itaiik, 
that diagrams, as vv(dl as chemical and other apparatus, at hand 
in tile Museum, that it may he a ctMUre rtf heneheial inlluence, 

to hf‘ Modified or exttaided acc'ordinjj;' to circumstances. (Loud 

« 

apj)laus(‘.) d'he Refenaice Library is closely connecletl with the 
Museum, and is separated from th(‘ (icneral Library, that distrac- 
tion may b(^ avoidtsl. M)' aim is that the poorest \'oiith may hav'* 
access to tht' best books in his (‘fforl at sclf-impr(,)V(‘m(ait that the* 
mt'chanic, the artist, tluLS<d)bath-school le.'uluM*, the missionary, 
and the student in the Lniversit), may find in it assistance. 
( Ap])lausc. ) The (ieiK'ral Librarx, which will suj)pl\’ books lor 
family rcadini;, has Ixsai suitabU furnislKsl by me, with a \ iew to 
youiiL; men, and the a^ed and tin* infirm, spendine in it miocaai] )i(‘d 
hours, and with a \'iew also :»|,{‘ciall\ to its Ixani;' a honu* for 
thou^htfVil men in tliose dull da\s wlnm there is no (anplox ment, 
ami tlu‘ temptation (dten is strom^ to sef‘k stimulants that onl\ 
lea\e him sadder <md poorer. (Applauses) 1 sin(a*r(‘l)' hojx* that, 
in this wax, it may proxe a blessing I’A' jiromotini; le.m])eraiu'(*, 
sobriety, and s(‘lf-i espex t. 

In iSSj, Sir Ik'te'r Coats made* e*.\te*nsive .leldilions to the- h'ree 

* t 

Librarx anel Museum, aeldim* a Ihcture* (ialle*Vx, ne‘W Refereiiee* 

4 

Librarx l\(X)n^, anel enlari^e'd Mnse*um sp.iee* ; anel, in i()e)4, his 
e‘lele*st seen, Mr. |aim*s ('oats (ne»xv Sir James^ of .Vache-helraiu:, 
still furthe*!* e-\t^neled it. This me)st re*ce*nl additiem e‘nabl(‘d the* 
1 )ire*ctor*> t( d])ro\'iele* sp.Ice for a pe*rmanenl disj)lax' ol the* be*autiful 
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• harness shawls, for which Paisley has earned a <;reat re])utati()n. 
A Loan P'xhibilion of these and similar fabrics was held in 
June, igc:)5, and atlracled much attention. 'Plu* success of that 
Exhibition, which l(.‘d to the perman(‘nt collection, was larj^eL' due 
to the personal exertions and j^eiierosity of Mr. John RoV/(M'lson 
and Mr. Robert Ca)chran, both of whom have* a lua'etlilary interest 
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in this now vanished indiistiy. TIk' jiresent colU'ction, which is 
uniejue of its kind, has been enriehed b\ lib4'ra! donations ol 
shawls and prinKal labries jrom a lai'L^e' number ol laelies aiul 
o'entlemen in the town. * 

Ihe Pd'ee Library contains e)ver volumes, and the 

annual issues nunrber about •So,ooc). It has Ixarn augmented by 
many costly .i^ifls, ainone which ma^- b(“ mentioiU'd the IxNiutilully 
illuminateil Ashburton MS.S. of ihe filleenth c(‘ntur\, valued at 
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^1,200, presented by Mr. y\rchibald Coats of Woodside, a son 
of Sir Peter ("oats. 

Mr. rhomas Coats always took a special interest in scientific 
jjursLiits, and was a st(iady supporter 61 the Phil()soi)hical 

Institurton. Fhis Society, which was founded in iSo8, had, 
like all such institutions, its j)eriods of ^prosp(Tity and of 

advcTsity. The late Rev. William h'raser, I). I,)., ministta* of 
the hVee Middl(‘ Church, ipi Ctirnc^st and accomplislual student (d’ 
sci(aice, did iniK'h to awaken inteiasst in educatioMial and scientific 

work, and the i)roth(‘rs *('oats wiM*e early associates! with these" 

* 

(‘Iforts. 1,'he. want of instrunumts was fe-lt to he a hindrance! 
to stue 1 \, and Mr. dhoinas ('oats, alvva\s lihea'al, prestaite-d a 
te‘iescoj)e to the Institution. I'his inslrumeMit was afterw.irels 
re'])lace‘d by one of !L;re*ater power, and, in the* taul, Mr. ('oats 

crowmed his ^^ifts by the ea'esHion of 

Z\K , Coate ©becvv>atoi‘v\ 

Phis hiiildini>, afteT Ikmiil; sj)leiulidly ee|ui])])ed, was trans- 
fe‘rre‘d, on iSth Octohe-r, 1S82, to the Phile).se)])hical Institution, 
toj^ethetr with an endowment e)l 1 homas Cejats 

died on 1 5th October, 18S3, but his family continueal to take 
a warm interc'st in the ( )bservatoiv-, and his Trustees adele‘d 

^2,000 to tlu' (Mulowment on i.ph March, i88..t. In 1892, 
Mr. James Coats, junr., e)f P'er^uslie, further e.\tenele‘d the 
buildings of the Observatory, /aeldini^ many valuable instruments, 
and inefeasinj^ the emlowmemt by /, 2,000; and aoain in 1898 
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by a furtlicT sum of / 4 ,ooo, so tliai ilm cmirc cnJowmciu now 
amounts to 10,000. ' 



C'oA'i'i Ohm hv vitiky. 


The Plii[os{)|)liical Iiistitiilion lias coniimi(‘U to do work, 

* 

and ainoin^' its Ui;sl friends and most earnest workers was the 
Jate Rev. Andrew Henderson, J.L.l)., F.R.A.S., minister of 

0 ^ 

Abbey Close United Presbyterian Church. 
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Mr. I'homas ("oats, boino an cnoineor, naturally interested 
himself, as we hav(‘ said, in scientific' and (Mucational matterr., 
and was a liberal su|)i)orter of all (*fforts in this direction. 

And h(T(‘ th(‘ writer of th(-‘se pat^es Aiay be loreiven for 
relatini^ an iiuidt iU tin* only occasit^n on which he had any 
iiUercoLirst^ with a member of the ( oats family. 

In those c‘arly days, before the* re])eal of, the* taxes (>n 

knowl(‘d^e‘, a n(*wspaper ^:osl iourpt‘nce halfp(-nn), and did ne/t 
contain as much mattc'r as those* now sold . for a halfpenny. 
'The price* was te)o hi^l’i'for we>rkin;.^' p(*e)ple. and reading- re)oms 
w(*re' estal^lisheel. One of these was the* Arti/ans’ Institution, 
whic'h occupieel part e)l a buildiny^ which ste)e)el e)n the* e*xact 
spot whe*re* now the statue* e)f 1 he)mas (.,e.)ats is ])lace*d. I his 

Insliuitie)!!, e)f which Mr. ('e)ats was a warm frienel, besides 
pro\'idinLi new spape'rs, e‘stal)lishe*el e*\a*nini;' e'lasse*s, and he*lel 

e*\amina(ions in e'e)nne.*ertion with the Se>cie‘ly of .'\rts, so paving 

the* wa) for the aelve'iU e)f that te*chnical e‘elne:alion ne)w ce)nsidere‘d 
so e*ssential. Mr. 'rhe>mas (_'oals was chairman e)f the* local 
ce)minitte‘(‘ char^e'd with the* examinatie)ns. 1 )r. W. Ik M‘Kinlay, 
a well known m(*dical practitie>ne*r e)l that time*, offere*d a pri/e 
of a Se)cie*ty n\ Arts micre)sce)j)e* te). the \'e>un <4 me*mbe*rs e)l the 
Artizans’ lnstitutie)n for the* be*st e;ssay “ ( )n the be^nelits e)i 
scientific e'due:atie)n to the* artizan. 1 he! present writer, then 
a ye)imo kicl, was' the* winner e)f this j)rize*. .»It was presenteel 
by Mr. Ce)als at a public me*e!lin<;' on i6th September, i86i, 
Dr. M‘K inlay heinarking that he had read the essay with 
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inUM'csl, ciiul ('ominciulctl it lo iIk* nolia* of tlu* yoiino men. 
'Khv. atlention thus drawn lo llie suhjeci of tccliniral 

t 

ctlucalion was not without r(‘siills. 'l'lu‘ writer, in alK'r \ears, 
was one ol llu‘ louhdtM's aiui lor some time Cliairman ol 
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The I ncor])oraled WoaA ino. l)\einL;, and Printing ( 'ollem* ol 

( das^^ow’, th(‘ k.-adim; teehnical institution in Seotlaml in eon- 

» 

nec'tion with llie texlik* industry. * 

On’tlie j)assiiv4 of tlie Scotch lulucalioh Act, th(‘ interest 

whi('h Mr. riiomas Coats had always taken in educational 

* • * ^ 

matK'iA was acknowledged hy his townsmen 'in elt'C'dag him 
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the first Chjiirm.'uv of the School Hoard, an office' which he 

held till his lamentt/d dt*ath in i <S8 j*. ' r. 

Mr. ('oats was uncc'asin^' not only in his labours hut in 
his j4*(*nerosity. He e:av(? a donation of»-/,4,c)()) in order that 
the fifc'st four new schools, thc'n bring built, should liave 
tw(‘lve feet of air s])ac(* per pupil in j)lace of (‘ight feet. In 
the Rej)ort for 1S77, it is stated that, in conseepK'nce of this 
gift, “ d'lu^ sanitary results have* already prov(*il gratifying, 
liy the; wise restriction which the b(‘nevoleq('e of Mr. (’o.its 

has imposed as a condheon of his grant of ^4,000, the te.iclu'i's 

« 

and the children not onl\' (‘iijoy more* s])ace for work, but 

brt'.alhe purer air, . . rh(.‘ priiK'ipal teacht'rs of the m w 

schools b('ar un{|ualitied testimonv to the greatc'r h(‘allhfulness 

4 

of tlu^ pupil tt‘.u:h(‘rs and the scholars, as n‘sulling from the 
special arrangemenU giving mon* air spact;.” 

In 1876, he also pre'sc'iUed incre'ased pla\ ground accommo- 
dation l(jr the (ieorge '.Street (or West) School, at considerable 
cost. Hy his tact and business ability, no k'ss than by the 

conspicuous sincerity of ])urpose, he gK'.atly facililati'd the work 
of the School H,.o<ird. 

'[ he rechnical College' and School of Art re.'ceived from 

* t 

Messrs. J. H. (Oats a free site*, of great* value, in ( ieorge 
Street, and *a donation of /, 3.000 ; to which Mr. James 

Coats, Junr., of 'Fe'rguslie, added ,6500, aivl otht:r inembers 
of the family also gave considerable sums. 
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CUu'h ZEown Iball, 

The waiiL of a Public Hall had loivv becMi fell in Paisley, 

• 

and several iinsiKHT^ssful atuanpls had b(;en niad(‘ to such 

a buildiniL;'. Hiirini; 1^72, laro(‘ly by the exertions of Mr. |aines 



(7i()U(;i: A. (a.Mih Town' IIai.i.. 


Clark of C'ha|)(‘l • louse, suLscriplions wen* obtaiiKcl which, on 
Sth lH:brLiar), 1S7J;, ainountc'd to /, 13.S7U Tos. ^)d. On 10th 
March, iS7;;* it was announced that Mr. (leori^e A. ( lark, of 
Newark, New jea'se)’, hatl left a Ic^oacy of /^ 20 ,ooo to build a 
Town Jlall for his native* town.* 
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1 h(! human inUna'st and sym[)alhy with iIk* work pciople 
which have always marked iht* thn'ad maiuifacturcTs is nowh( re. 
b(‘tt(T illiistrat(^d tlinii by a ('ondition attached to this oift. 
'I'hat was the stipulation that th(‘r(* must be a lar^e reading- 
room 'for workiu!:^ men, wlu‘re lh(‘y could sit in comfort and 
(‘njf)y a smoke, nnd that th(! room should lx* opcMi from live 
o’clock in the morning;' until twelve o’clock at ni'^hl. Mr. (dark 
had a warm heart to the workin*^' man. 

On 8th June, tht‘ memlnn's ()f the Cdarf: famil)’ intimated 
that they would pr(‘fer to imd(‘rtak(‘ the whole' (‘xpense' of 
(Tectini>- ^he hall to the mc'inory f)f tluar d(‘ce“as(‘d relative ; 
a promise which they fulfilk'd in a prittcely manne'r. d'h(‘ 
subscription list was then close'd, and the' moni'y n turne cl. A 
prominent site in the New Town, at the corner of the* ( )ld or 
St. jam(!s’ Mridi^e, was acejifin'd for -tt^d the (‘rection 

comme'nce'd of the palati.il buildings which now .idorn this 
part of th(' town. dhe ('ost of this superb structure has been 
(‘Stimat('d at not less than /, i lo.coo. 

What W'ith the j)reliminar\ arran«^(‘ments aiul other unfore- 
seen delays, it*- took nearly ten years to complet(‘ the* work. 
'rh(‘ foundations alone, beint;' so- lU'ar the river bank, must 
have absorU^d a vast sum. d'lu^ buildiniL; was handcxl over 
to the (.'orporation on 3olh January, 1882. dhe* laroe hall 
rivals in beauty and convenic'iicc! any simikir stri’jcturc* in the 
West oi Scotland, and tin- ' arious smaller halls are in kee[)iiyt( 
with it. 
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C()mu‘(:l(‘.(l with tht'sc oifts to the tovMi l)\ the thrciid 
niiinufacturers, m.'iy be nienlioned 

(Ihc (loats fiDciiional (Ibnrcb. 


I 



('OA'I’S ISllMMIMM (’ll! 11(11. 


Although not L;i(i to the eonimiiiiit\ , it is a ;^reat ornaiiKMit 
UT tli(‘ iown. It is attac'lied lo th(* l)a|)tist (l(‘noin]nalion, and 
was (T(*c^^ed to the memory of Mr. d homas Coats by Ills lamily. 


loo 


Tiik Paisley Thread 


It is an exquisite: structure of jj^eometrical Gothic airchitecture, 

with a central tower which corresponers well with its monumental 

« 

character. 'rhe interior is rich in carvinti^s., 'i'ht* alabaster 
pulpit, the marbl(! baptistry, the carvt^d olik stalls, and the great 
organ' togdher mak(‘ this one of the most bc'autiful' ecck'siastical 



edifices in the couniry. 'Fhe cost is understood to have Ixam 

beLw<‘(‘n 1 00,000 and /, i 50,000. 

d'he style of building, witli its high aix'hd d roof, is favourabli^ 

to musical effc^cts, and in accordance with its resemblance to an 

English Cath(‘diral, thc! .service has been made slightly more 
‘ ♦! 

ornate than is usual in Scotland, while the (piality of the pulpit 
utterances' has. been maintained at a high intellectual level. 


Benefactions 


lOI 


Zbc 1Roi2al.aic}:an&ra 3 nfinnar\>. 

'I'his institution hns nlways rm‘ivrd the hearty support ol 

the whole community. Tlie employers »;iv(t larnx* annual 

» 

subscri[)tions for maintenance, lh(‘ workmen of many firms 
in the town send annual contributions, and a substantial sum 
is raised annually by the proceeds of a concert held at “ I he 



lio^ \i. Ai.iaanuha Imik.mvhn. 


Glen,” which hapj)ily comiv^'morates P.iisley’s much loved ])oet, 
Robert 'rannahill. 

When it was found necessary to remove f.om the site* in 
15 ridi 4 e Street, which it had Ion*; occujaed, to a more open 
space in what is now called Jlhe Ikirbour Parkj^a lari^e Ibiildini;' 
P'und was napiired. While keen interest was evinced by the 
whole town in this j^ood work, the thread manufacturers were 
conspicuous for their munificence, ^ind this in addition to the 
lari^e sums which thc^y annually subscribed for maintenahee. 


102 


'I'liK Paislkv Thread 


The firm of j. & Coals, Limited, contrihuled to the 

Huildiii';' Lund in 1003 a special donation of ;^3,ooo, on condj- 
lions, which w(T(‘ compli(‘d with, and which r(‘sulted in an 
additional sum of ,^ 3 , 75 ^^ htmiLt ohtaiiu^d IVom oilier sul)scrilK‘rs. 

A *Ha/aar to li(juidate tin* debt on llu* buildings and for 

» 

other purposes was held, and j)arti(:ipat<*d in by all classes of 
the ])eople. bla* youtiL; men i^'ot up jirivate theatrical enltnlain- 
ments, and tlu* thread mill girls did work for th(‘ Bazaar <mi 
many wax’s, including the making of toff<a% wl^iiyh thc*y sokl for 
the benefit of tlu‘ instiKition. 

In addition to this, lh(‘ thread manufacturers were ('on- 
sj)icuous lor the special gilts which they bestowed upon lh(‘ 
Infirmary. Among these, Mr. Peter ('oats of (larihland Place, 
a son of Sir Pt‘ter (.'oats, takes a high jilace. Mr. Coats, as a 
Director, had long taken an*. acti\a.‘ part in the inanagc.mient, 
and by 'nis generosit) , had assisted the 1 )irectors over many a 
tliflicullx, and enabledAluan to make the Infirmary one of lh(‘ 
most comj)lete in the country. 

Me undei look responsibility for the’ cost of the \V(.‘St Pavilion 
and Chapel, and, built a block which is set apart for infectious 
diseases, thus greallx' assisting tlu\ organization and working of 
the institution. lie further erected^ the beautiful and complete 
Nursi^s’ llom(‘, which stands apart in the grounds of the 
Infirmary. It contains accommodation for all the- nurst:s, and 
is fitted up w ith an (‘legance^ and refinement such as Mr. Coats 
considered was' appropViate to th(‘ devoted ladies who form the 
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nursing staff. He also cleared away much old property which 
cnaTlooked the Infirmary, on the south-east side, therel.)y adding 
to the amcmity and openness of tin; situation. 

Even these gift^ did not exhaust his generosity to this 
deserving institution. llc! was th(“ m(‘ans, by a donation of 
^3,000, of founding “ fhe Paisl(‘y .Sick Keliel bund,” which is 





administered by the Directors, ami has been of much bcnelit 
to many unfortunate suffTers. 

At a meeting of the subscribers and others intc‘rested in 
the Infirmary, held on 9th March, 1900, Mr. Peter Coats was 
appointed Honorary Lib President, in recognition of what he 
had done for the institution. 

Mi*. J. lines Coats, Junr., of Perguslie Hguse. in aildition to 
his many gifts for other objects in the town, has shown grexit 
liberalfty to the Infirmary. 1 1 is* contributions U) »the Building 
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Vund amounted to. many thousand pounds, and he presented a 
coinpk;te iilcctrie installation, besides -furnishings and fittings 
for almost every dej)artment ol the building. Other members 
ol the Coats’ family also eontribut(;d most generously to the 
iiislituti/,)n. 



The Clark family have been e(|ua?ly active^ in such good 
deeds, and have made many munificent gifts to the Inlirmary. 
The late Mr. John (dark of (biteside k-ft a legacy of /, 10,000 
to the I'didovvment Idnid of this institution. Yhe James (dark 
I^ecjiiest b'uiur for (/onsumptiv(‘ Patii^nts, administered by the 
Directors, has benefitt(‘d to the extent of ^^lo/joo in gifts from 
the late Mr. James Clark of Kajston, and the late Mr. John Clarl> 
of Gateskle, * 
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The Annie Clark Fund for Incurables, also managed by the 
yirectors, was founded Mrs. Stewart Clark ol Kilnside, now 
of Dundas ('ai.tle, Linlithgowshire, and amounts to ^^12,000, 
contributed by herself and her husband. .Mr. Stewart Clark 
endowed two beds at a cost of /'2,5oo, and Mrs. Kerr ol allow- 
hill, a sist(‘r of Mr. Clark, (‘lulowed a bed at a cost of / 1,250. 



Mi«. Jamks Clauk 01 Kaiston, IS^I IHHI. 

Mr. Kenneth M. Clark furnished the Operating I'lieatre, 
which probably involved an outlay ol /,500 to /, 1,000. In the 
history of the iiNtitutiou there have been frequent occasions 
when, from unforeseen causes, the expenditure hasJn'en unusually 
larije. • On one such occasion Mr. Kenneth -M. Clark donated 

^1,000, and on another Mr. James (-oats, Jiinr., gave a sum 

• ^ ^ • 

sufficient to wipe out the deficit. 
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The ladies of 4 :he thread connection have been liberal in 
donations of musical instruments of various sorts, and ther^" 
have been minor i;ifts, which it is unnecessary to detail. 

'The prescmt miich resjXTted Chairnmn of the Hoard of 
1 )ire('t(4**s of tlu* Infirmar)' is Mr. Kob(‘rt Halderston of Ardj^owan, 
who has had a lih'long ('omu'ction with the thread trade. 



Mit. RoillUI Laidi.iis'ion, OI Im'IIOIAIU . 

Other instiluii()ns in the town, while not specially built by 
the thread manufacturers, liax e been,, largely supported b) them. 

I'he Paisley Industrial School has received many i^ifts from 
the thread manulacturers, notably by a legacy of /, 5,000 left 
b) the late Mr. JoTii Clark of (iatevside, and 1,000 given by 
Mr. .Stewart Clark, who hatMong taken an active interest in 
this instituticm, .fs well ‘as in the Infirmary. 


Hf.NF.F.U'TIONS 
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Ibe ©Icntffci* Iboijic for 3nciuablcs, flDcihlcriooo. 

« 

I his l)uiUlin<^ <nv(js its (‘\isU‘iu:c; mainly U) tlic anxious t an* 
of Mrs. y\rchihaltl floats of Wt)oelsit](.‘, a ^X'lu'voluiu latly who 
has loft a iiju^raiu memory. I hc s.nnt* ostiinahlc Luly ^ook an 
active interest in tln^ Paislt*)' liraneh ol tlu* Sct)tt:h Clirls' Soeiet\. 



(I'lMIliK IIOMI M»l{ ISCIHVUIIS. 


After lu‘r lamented cU'cO.ise, a numher of h(*r friends in com 
memoration ot her labours built 

Z\K nDrc\ flvcbibali) (loats fIDciiiorlal Iboinc, 

in New Stre(‘t, and connected it with tin* Scotch* (drls’ lM'i(‘iidly 
Society. This ^tructurt! must have* cost about 5^)00. 

, In the same way many oth(‘r benevolent institutions aiul 
churches in town have been libt'rally supportV'd Ay die thread 


io8 The Paisley Thread 

manuOiciurers, and, -indeed, it may be said they have assisted 
almost every project for th(! public good in Paisley and thef 

I 

West of Scotland which has proposed for the last two 

generations. 

As tv th(^ private benevokmces, of which no estimate can 

i 

ever be mack‘, it is sufficient to say that they have been on 
a royal scale. Pile poor, the feeble, the unfortunate, the 
widow and the orphan, have ever received a helpful hand 
and, as these; mfts have; been continuous over the lifetime of 

several generations, and ^by a great number of generous men 

« 

and WijmeiL it may be ])ossible that the unseen and unrecorded 
liberality of the thread manufacturers has been greater even 
than that shown in so many p(;rmanent memorials of enduring 
stone which they have erected in the town. 

I'lu; diftlcLilt problem of ho^v to assist the needy without 
d(;morali/iiig tlu'in, has , had to be faced, and although, no 
doubt, results have not in every case been what was desired, 

it may sak;!) be said that an admirable discretion has presided 

« 

over the distribution of this well-earned wealth. It has ever 
bec*n emplo)C‘d t() knit together, in the bonds of mutual 
sympathy and hel]), the various class(‘s of the i)eople ; and 
the duties, as well as the rights of^ wealth, 'have been well 
understood and* recogni/ed. 



CHAPTER X 


OLD PAISLEY 

T^O one ^ whose lot it has been to live tlurini;- part of the 
.. • two periof^s in the history of Paisley -so reniarkal)l(; and 
so contrasted as those of tlie shawl trade and th(‘ llirc'ad trade - 

V 

many interesting, and ev(‘n pailuaic. '■nemori(‘s nr(‘ awak(*ned. 

Writers who describe Paisley in th(^ j)rosperous days of th(^ 
shawl trade, make mcauibn of the crowds of ^‘irls wlu> issued 
at meal times from the* war(‘hous(‘s. 'I'lu^y weia* all clad in 
' grey duffel cloaks with hoods which olasenred tlnar faces, and 
excited the curiosity of the an,M)rous youths of the town. A 
local bard of th(‘ tiiiK*. sang of thenn 

“ M> niilluT says, ‘ My son, 

Yf arc liK'kv soon lK*|L!;un 
M i*’i the lassies tor to run, 

W ith their ju^rey eltiaks on.’ ” 

Duffed was a soft woollen cloth of th(‘ texture of llannel. 'LIk* 
name is Dutch, and tloi^btless tht* fabric came originall) iroin 
th(‘ Low ( ountries, as did the linen ihrt'ad* which ])receded 
that of Lkirgarji^in. 

, By the time of which we an* now treating (18.^-1850), the 

• * ^ 

duffel cloaks had passed away, and with tlfem the stately old 
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oT‘iul(Mncn who th(^n occupied th(* Caiiscysiclc. There still, 

however, r(‘maiiu*(l some r(*lics of ilrcse old times, and the 

f 

portrait of Alexander (.'arlih* (p. irivc's a fair idea of ^the 
costume of the peri(,Hl. I'he km\i\ hn^c^ehos had hut the 

chimney-pot hat of lare;(“ dimensions, the clean-shav(*n fae(% the 

4 

tail coat -now onl) used hy wait(‘rs and for evening’ drc'ss — 
and the ruflh'd shirt front still lini^'ensl ; and the silvtT snuff 

hox was always th(‘ first thiniL^ hroui^ht out on me(‘tinLi a friend.’ 

It was usual to see, dani^linL( under the V(‘si, , hi inch of s(‘als 
attached to a massive ^old chain. If oiu' askt^d th(‘ time of 
day, the chain drc'W up from th(‘ suhtc'rr.mc'an dc'pths of a 

ioh pocket, as from a well, a watch approachini^’ th(‘ si/e of a 
small turnij) jiopiilarly known to th(‘ hoys as a “tic'ker, " Ix cmusc' 
the sound thereof miLiht almost hc' hc'ard on the other side of’ 
lh(‘ stre^et. d h(‘s(‘ seals, I’littd'rin^ with cairngorms, wc rc' not 
alto]Lt(‘th(Y willioiit use*.. (lummed enx'elopes and note paper 
had not \et t'ornc* in. I .c'tters were written on a doiihle sheet 
ol lari^'c* pajier, and lolck'd, wafered, aiuj sealed. 'The scratching 
of cpiills mad(‘ an irrilaliiii^- sound in the coimtin;^ houses, till 
Joseph (lillott, wijh his stcnl pens, drove them out. flic* cjuill 
j)en, the wafer, and the* sealiniL^ w;c\ went out loocaher, and 
carried the seals uith them. 

The shawd 'trade centred in the little stretc'h of Causeyside 
from the foot of 'St. Mirren Street to h'orht's Street, ;ind 
alone; that street to the River Cart. St. Mirrcm Strc'ct was 
then a sleep* aiR‘l narrciw' lane, called the Water W ynd, and 
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(jilmoLir wStrcct was blocki'd at tlu' Cross by a building', abai^- 
«id(‘ of which was a ]^aj^san(* nam(‘d thr‘ “llolc in the W'a’.” 



S**, Ml Kins SiHirr. 


In Caijsc\ sid(‘, in lh()S{‘ tlays, mi^ht Ik* s^cn old KoIhtI 
Kerr wiiii his #^old sjicct.u lcs, chcerx lace, and active step 
.come {)\c‘r from Thread Strt‘et^ to bii) some I'hil^el }arn or 
spun silf, w'ilh the various (juantitics writKii on scraps of 
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paper at th(? bottom of his capacious hat, held in place by the 

inevitable bandanna handkerchief, so indispensabk* to all snuffer/i. 

0 

John Morcran, dapper little Lientk'man, mii^ht be standin<j on 
his door-step, lookiui^ down the street, if fj)erad venture a buyer 
should, turn th(‘ corner of the Bank of Scotland at the foot of 
the Water Wynd, and wonderinjj^ if the visitor would be way- 
laid by \Vhit(‘hill or Walker, or, if he should escape so oreat a 
damper, would he ^'(‘t ])ast Cumberland Court, with Cdiarler, 
Bure;ess staiulino* at th(‘ close-mouth ; for Mo^roan’s warehouse 
was W(‘ll up th(‘ street?! 

There, ino, were th(‘ brothers James and John Robertson, with 
their genial smile and pleasant words of greeting to (iveryone ; 
and old Thomas Risk of the \\k*stern Bank the offices of which 
were at the corner of Forbes Street little dreaming of the great 
disaster that was to overtake this important institution. bhen* 
also might be James Fkirlxss, of b'orb(‘s <S: Hutchison, a stately, 
reserved, and handsoim* man; and Archibald Hutchison, his 
partiKM*, alert and bustling; or Archie Harper, with his leoniiu* 
locks and merry glance, than whom, i*K)n(‘ kn(‘w bett(!r how to 
manage those buvers who likcxl to complete a bargain by an 
adjoiirnmeait up to “ Peter’s.” William Abercrombie, a hand- 
some? blu(*-eyed .Saxon, and liis partner, John Vuill, a dark- eyed 
Celt. Rob(?rt Dalziel and Alexander P)egg, who united artistic 
taste with good nianufae turing ; and Mattlv.*w Scott, (Ui his 
way to a meeting at the Infirmary or the Ragged School. 
Then gentle David Speirs, with head inclined, moving quietly 
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c'lloiv^', (liT.'iniinL; ol those* (‘xejuisiu* ch'si^ns in sh.iwls, for which 
liis firm wns lainous ; aiiel burly KoIkmI Ixowat, stuinpini; (le)v\ n 
tlu‘ str(M*t, taking' up tlu* whole* l>re‘aellh e)f ilie* pave'ine'iU, U) the* 

terror e)f all small l)o\'s, anel the* amuse'me'ul e)f those* halfwitteiel 

• * 

loafe*rs. whe) i*e‘lie‘\'e‘el ihe* t(*<lium e»r the* ( 'ause*\ sick ■ 


'inA' 


nil 




Si . MiHin N Si ici 1 1, 


1 here* amon<» the* \arn .inel eleith nu'M’hanls woiiKI he* 


lh*o\e)st I1ulij)S, ie*lm(*(i. e'e)urie*e)us and cullureel ; and Pre)vosl 
l\)lle)ck, a iise.'lul flian in his ela\ , anel a che)ice* yaioulciir : anel 
Je)hn iM. SyminiL^tein, ele-e-p in all re*lli;ie)us anel e‘elupatie)nal move- 

f 

me*nts ;• and Ilic^h Ureiwn, with his an\ie)iis e*nejuirin^ face*, 

limpint;' alont;. Then John ( ire*( nle*e*s, turnin!^' upon ye)u alter- 
■* • 
nately Ins blue* e*ye* anel his bre)wn e>ne‘, a r(‘p’'e*se‘iTtaLi ve e)l a 
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family connected for several o^enerations with tlie textile trade 
of the town. - ^ 

The genial Laird of Cilenfield also (the last to sport the 
ruffled shirt front) vYould be th(‘r(“, looking*after the finishing, so 
that tKe orders mi<4ht not all 140 to Aikman. One rcMiKMubers 
with pl(*asure his clear-cut fac(‘ and fund of pawky humour ; 
and also th(‘ Irish car, drawn by his |)i(‘balo pony “ ILitly,” on 
which the “kind aiild laird” W'as evc-r n^ady to L;iv(‘ a “lif|,V 
to a wt'ary waN'farer. Amono' dyers, there would lx* I loward 
Lant;-, sonsi(‘ William t'^iw, and P. C. Macij^rc'j^or, a man of 
marked personaiit), ami many others who mie;ht lx* naimxl. 

'l'h(‘rc:, t(X), later on, was David (iilmoiir, the b(‘st narrator 
of vv(‘a\'C‘r stori(‘s that Paisk'y has jx'odiicxxl. It was (ms\ to 
see from th(* im'rry twinkle in his (*\(\ and from his (piainv 
conversation, how miK'h he apprei'iated and was <]iii('tl\ sludyinL; 
the intei^slini; charac'tyrs of those* dii\ s. rh(‘re, also, snufi-box 
in hand, mii^ht have been seen William MMnlyre* of ('olinsk‘e 
Print Works, talking’ witli l\(»bert (iiuliric, Janus MAluiahy or 
James Millar < 4 ' Wliitehill’s. Some* of the* ])rinted shawls we/re; 
\’(*ry popular, rixa'illin^ in beauty the harness work, and at oiU! 
time th(;re were at l(‘ast t(‘n ])rintwa>i;ks in llu* vi('init\ . (.'olinsl(‘e 
alone canployed over a thousand workers, and on the otlu'r side 

c 

of the town, 'Messrs. Walker, Drybroueh tV ( O., at Arkleston, 
did then and do* still maintain, the reputatmn of ..the "district 
for this class of work. 

PerhapsDheue would be a noise, and looking around, there 



was the “ Charleston Drum ” (fortunately still ])reservecl), comini^- 
cjpwn the street accompanied by a j^roup of weavers, led by 
that (mthusiastic Radical, Colin Black, and followed by all the 
rae^g'ed weans of the* neii^hboiirhoofl, hiirraljiip4‘ with o'reat glee 
at the demonstration to be made, and effigy to be burned bc‘fore 
the warehouse of some* “ wee cork/’ who had ])resumed to break 
the table of j)ric(‘s. And (here, too. would Ik* Richard Watson 



J{\NK (tl St’OTIAM), Ol U C \l’S|;vsil)r., 


to j)ut it all in the Pa^s/cy Jlcra/d next Saturday ; and our 
“c'ver green and iierpetual” Provost Murray, well nametl the 
“ Provost of S('otland,” not disliking a little fun, but anxious 
that tlien* should be- nt* biV.ach of the* ])eace. Now lh(*y arc- 
gone, all gone “ tlu'se old •!. uniliar faces,” leiiving behind them 
only a delightful memory. 

Nothing coul/i be done in Paisl(;y in those days without 
po(*try^ or, at least, rhyme mo«e or less lame Jn the feet. 
One of the bards exclaims — 


'Pi IK I*A1SI.KY 'rilRKAh 


I \() 


“ Hark, hark Llic* sound of tlu‘ (diarleston Drum! 

’'I'is llu‘ champions of liberty (uiward lh<‘V come ; 
d’hc\’r(- to nuH‘t in Ilnur slrc!i«;Lh down in tin* Old Lou, 

And ihc’ill soon show the l*ro\osl Iht* way for lo .i;o. 

Anothc'r follows in the* s.iino strnin 

c 

II' a ('ause\sid(‘ ‘cork’ tri<*d the lal>le lae sinasli, 

['Ih‘ (’harleslon wiaxcu’s eann‘ down on liiin crash : 

They lurn<‘d ool in Innimu’s, deltu-ninnsl lat* win. 

And inarelu'd doon Causiwside wi’ tlnur (liarh^slon Drum. 

"'Tin -cork’ i»r(‘w (jifth friehlil when he Insard lln- l)ii»' drum, 

.\n’ saw llu' i;real erood, full o’ misehiel an’ fun, 

So I;*’ pi'omised, in i'ulure, lo pay lln lull sum; 

'I'hen (hex marched bai k in triumph wi’ (lie Charleston Drum 

l)iit life is nol <ill "takes and ale. " I hci'c was another sido 
to tli(‘ pielure, 1 he shawl Ar.ide was snhjet t to periods ol 
l^rt'at dejh'ession. and ai times inan\ dertmt lamilit's wert‘ hroiiolu 
nearly to starxation Son]) kilt'hens wen* r(‘(|uired .ilinost twaav 
winter, and bread ritits were not uneommon. Priv.ition hroiiLtht 
discMst*. Smallpo.N and lexer were tonslantlx mort' oi' less 
jirestail, xvhilt* \he dreaded t'holera m.ide oi'easion.il xisiis. 
d'ht're w'(‘rt' no ainhnlant'e w.i^i^ons then, hut th(‘ trestle htal 
of th.e Inlirm.iry, with the rtal and xxhile stripetl curtains, horiu^ 
bv tw'o men, ''scared the little chiltlren pla\in;. 4 - in ihr stret'l, 
and made them coxa'r their noses, notwilhstgndinL; th(‘'l)its of 
camphor in a little baj^, which ex'ery cart'ful mother had hune- 
rou nd tlxar ^lccks, 
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Of ihis tiiiK' of sorrow llio writc-r hatl ^is shart*. lor man) 

•)l liis ])(‘o|j1(‘ wcm'c* o| )(‘roli\’(‘ wc.ix’ors. As the disirc'ss (U'cpcmotl, 

» 

housfliolds worr l)rok(‘n n|), plavmalos and sc'liool companions 
vv(‘rc* lorc'cd lo Kmv die town. Some \\ent to llu* wilds of 
C anada, main to die ( aliiornia i^old dii^Loni^s, dun iust dis- 
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('overed, rind sonu* U- Atislrali.i rind New /crdrind. ( )diers, 

■ 

and the wiiler amon^ llif numder, went no iurtlier alield tlian 

to Cdrismiw,. l)Lit (W'eii that seemed a forifhn |,nid to tiu* 

Paislc) man It was luwer “home,’ The jieople \ver(‘ in 

man\ ix'spects dillerent, and mi^ch ,is (‘xperienre has taught us 
^ • 
lo admin* the splendid husiiuss (|ualities ol the ('dasj^nw' jieoph*, 
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they arc not our ‘‘.nin folk.” Perhaps if they were not just so 
conspicuously able nnd successful, we; vtould Viku them better, t 
d'hen, as the yi^ars rolled on, the writc‘r came back in the 
hope of endine; his clays amono* the scenc'si of his youth. But 
it was l^kc^ a rude^ awakenini;' from a dream. No emij^rant who 
had s]H‘nl forty years in a foreign land and returm^d to the 



old home, could hav(‘ been mon^ astonished. Kverything was 
changed, llis school c:om])anions were nearly all gone. Some 

had moved west to elegant villas in .ihe^ new suburb of C'astle- 

♦ 

head, but the greater number had ,found cpiiel resting-places 
in Woodside Cemcacry. Instead of the old, dr.eamy town, 
everywhere now w<is bustle. A new luMven and a new earth, 
whc^rc-in all was business- business! Wide, and widening .‘Streets. 
The clangfc-ckinging of tram-car bells resounded in the* principal 
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thoroui^h Hire's, and crowds of eajj^or jieopU; |)ush(‘d along the 
siree_‘ls. l^alalial public and private buildings a})pearcd on 
every hand. In vain the* wandt'rer listened for the cliek of 
the shuttle from onv of those ])lain two-storied houses, with 
the “ throLigh-gawn ” close, tiu' outside' stair, and the “yaird” 
behinel, where' the' we‘arie*el we)rkinan ceiuld “rax” his limbs 
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amidst the scent e»l swe-e-i briar and spearmint. It was e'asy 
to be neighbe)urly with twe) familie's e)n the' ^lair-heael and the 
miel roem perhaps le naniee.l, by se)me' ge'utk' s])inster, whe) wound 

])irns e)r Iringed shawls, .yu! marclu'd e)ff on Sundavs— e*lad in 

• " 

a harness plaid, with her bible wrapped in *i\ na])kin, and 
('iiclosing ,i sprig of “apple ringie ” tee mark the' place to some 
church, ol whic'h she' was erne eef the' “sleeeeps.” 

I he'U \he' ble*aching gree-ns we*re* geene* ; theese' delightful 
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scenes of f(‘ininin(A [^ossijj over the luxlgc*. No longer c:;in we 
se(‘ tlu! thrifty housewife g.'iily spreadiiig out the fragnint linei^s 

' t 

to tlK‘ sun. lor now the* smoke rencka's hleaching impossihk*, 
and everything has ;o he scaU to the steam iaundry. 

No^v everyv\h(‘re ther(^ are four-stori(‘d lands, ashlar fronts, 

« 

oriel windows, likal passiges, hot and cold water no inoia* 
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stoups to carry from the w(‘ll and t(‘n lamilic's on one common 
stair. “ Nechoui> ' tlna'e are hoik*. Tlu* occupants are too 
man\’ lor companionship, and all «re ^ eager altta* their own 
husiness, and ha\’e no lime lor a staiivhe.id cr.ick or an exchange 
of fri(Midshi]). 

A generation (if childiam has arisen who« ikaa r knew the 
delight of hurrahing as a iMi't ol co.d wxis shol down at tlu‘ 
close month. IMiat grand event inner ociairs now, lor c(xil 
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houses no loni;(‘r exist, niul the wxx'kly su|)|.ly is (:arri(‘tl up in 
Lilies. 

rhen the caiuly-inan, with his harrow ornainiMUetl with 
whirlino- pajier llai;s/ now rarely delii^lus ^the ehililren. How 
can we iwia* lop^et the time when, in e\ehani;(‘ sorni* 

“ rav(‘llins,” old hones, or r.i<;s, he would i;ive us a hit of his 
toothsonu* “ J)Ja('kman,'' !^oui>ed out with .i nistv Lnilc Irom a 



“ I’l II 11^,*' 


not too clean old tin tra\' ? It was (k‘licious. Not ev(‘n 
“ reui;h (h'ordie’’ a noted eonleclioiKU' ot the Townhead 
could make anything Tner,* and comj>ared with this th(‘ modern 
toffee, wrapjK’d u|) in lini)(‘l paper to mal'^e it acci'ptahle, is 
quite insipid. lUit now he and his retinue of rejoii'ino 
youngsters would he in imminent tlanqiM* ol their lives from 
r.ome motor car lleeini( aloni; ^ \chicles, h\- the way, now 
largely made in the town. W’e had smells m PaisN y in the 
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old times, some*, of them })iiniTent enough down Sneddon way, 
but the stcmch of the iU‘W motor car rclipsc's them all. r 

t 

d'hen the ])avements an? now laid with concrete no doubt 
a L^reat improvcMiieivt fur the? t;irls to j)hify “pabals,” and fine 
for sliiV's on frosty days — but th(* Ijoys can no longer play at 
th(‘ “Ijools” as on (‘arlh pavements, whc;re holes could be 
made, and where were those delightful uncertainti^?S and hazards 
which would now train the (!y(* for future fi'ats in golf! ' ' 

WluM'e, also, is th(‘ “ }ail S(juare,” with Its colh'ction of 
dirty lisli barrows and >mj)ty barrels, round ihi* woodcai booth 
of \Villi(‘ Shaw ? ll(‘ of the “iducLie” face? is gone, and with 
him his savoury “ Ilervies” and (.Iried, strong-tasting “ Sp(‘ldrins,‘’ 
which went well vvitli a bit of oat ('akc?, and had the additional 
advantage aj)|)reciated by tlie knowing ones of cinu'i'aling the' 
smell of a dram. but why •talk of drams? d'h(‘ “ (.'iiange 

I louses also are gone. Wc* cannot now lind those hmnbl(‘ 

“ howffs,” where, honest, if drouthy, cronies on raw days coiikl 
step into a low-roofed room, with a clu‘erful fire, anil feel the 
hospitable “crunching'’ of thi' fi*et oh the sanrled lloor, and 
bi‘ served with wee gill of the best” by the* buxom widow, 
with the drugget a])ron in front, ai¥l the* tartan shawl crossed 

over h(‘r ampk* lH)som and tiiai iij a bunch bc‘hind. Here 

oiu? could have a canny crack about what “ new jnischief thae 
blasted I’ories in London wen? up to again. ” • 

Now all these* are gone?, a^nd in tht?ir ])lace at (‘very corney 
an* to 1)1* found* flaring gin pakic(?s, brilliant in plate glass. 
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])o]ishcd wood, and o]itt(‘rini;' l)rass but no fii\‘sid(‘, no pleasant 
Wvilcome, and no quiet c()rner to sit down ; in fact, LjelU'rally 
no s^*ats at all ; only a hii^h counter at which to stand and 
, imbibe as fast as pojfsibh* tlu* vil(‘ stuff, ;.nd incontinently be 
turiu^d out into the street. 



Mil. IV (’lIKIslII, XkIIM. 


Thus the old, dreamy I’aisle)’, willi its (juaint ways, is 
slowly drifting awa\' into* «i vau^ue past, surroLinded by thos(‘ 
dim shadows which, obsciirint^ the delects, leave behind only a 
radiance (.)f pleasant reollc'ctions. 

As illustrative* of ('id *Paisle\, W(* havt* the ])l('asLire of 
rej)roducin<4 the* well-know Ti portrait picture of the* “ Paisk^y 
(_Voss, pS 6 S,” •painted by our distin;,4uished artist and towmsmaii, 
Mr. Janu!S E. (Airistie*. and now, by the* liberalit) of the late 
!^ir Puter Coats, preserved in tWe Art (iall(;r> the* Free 
Public l^ibrary and Museaim. 
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CHAPTER XI, 

TRANSITION 

A RAMBUS round Paisley for the purpose of ohservi^^;;' 
^ ^ the* change's which hava* lakiTi placi* durini^ the last 
fifty or more ycsirs, may l)(‘!L(in naturally at the Cross, and the 
prominent hxituri' here is, or ratluT* was, the Steeple. This 
huildint; was ena'lial in 1757 on tht‘ site of an older structure 
which had shown sii^ns of d(‘cay. Po the north stood the 
tolhoolh or jail, tlie front of which was adorned with a |)ia/z.’^ 
sup])orted hy two s(]uar(‘, rustic' arc'hed pillars. d'lu; outside 
stair l(‘d< to a platform from whic'h jiroclamations were made, 
and whf're jirisoners were exposcal in the stoc ks. "The ground 
lloor of the steejile was called “the* howl!,'’ wIktc* ale and 
]Kirler were sold, d'he rooms in the upper floors of the stec'ple 
and th(‘ tolhooth wc're rc'scawcd ior crimin.ds, and it may Ik; 
noted that cver\ prisonc'r incarcerated for a nioht had to pa)’ 
the jailcM* a fee; of fourpence, hut if he- were a burgess of the 
town he ^ot off for twopence'. It is to he hojied that Lord 
Brougham and the other distini/uislual men wdio Jiavt^ been 
presented with the frea'dom of the town were* duly made awxire 
of this im])e^tant^ concc^ssion. 
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besides buyers and seller's o( all sorts, who in those days always 
made a market day a time of hij^h festiv.d. Oik; of our many 
loCcd fhymst(‘rs describes the scene as follows : 








• I 




( uoss Stfki»i r, IS.(>. 

• 

WluMi out Jiiul ill tlio inniitTs (lri\o 
\n(l all is luisllc and alive. 

\\ lieu waiters with a piiieli eonlrivt 
'riu; quests please. 

In liundreds swarming, lik(‘ a liivi- 
or w^asps or l)(‘es. 
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'I’hivt* larnu rs, Irnaiits, all at will, 
111 hard-up i-iivimislaucrs still, 
'l’h(*rt* sit, fonsultiiijL!:, o’<‘i a i^ill, 
What sfliciiir or prank 
Wv'uld aiiolhfi* now wind-hill 

f ^ ^ p 

Pass’d thro’ tin* hank. 



CU0‘-,S ItiaolO 1 )| MOI ITIONs, 


A iiUTchanI jainh’d, sils jarthor Ihmi, 
* Twrcn Milh'r Muir and liaki-r (lion. 
I'pri^hl, umpicstionahK' inrn, 

A Ihous.ind ^^.•^\s. 

lint, l)o\s uho no\(‘r ^<11 tluMi* hen 
On rainy da>s.” 


The Paisley Burns ( lul), of which Tannahill was secretary, 
held its ,111 eeti Ill’s here, and Professor John Wilson (“Christopher 
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' 3 ^ 

North”) <111(1 in.'iny other distin^iiished men hav(‘ l)(.‘en present 
oij^ ineiiionihk* occasions .vt meelini»^s in this renovviKnl hosU^lry. 

Ihit wh.'it liiiL^fTs most ])lefisantlv in tin* m(‘mory is the 
'Fown’s 1 louse stair. , Well do we r(‘m(‘ml^pr the* st(*(‘p douhk; 
st<iir, with llu* polished mahoi^anv hand rail* . whirli led^ ii|) to 
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tin* ])u])lic rooms on the upp(‘r lloor. It w< ; a ploy of the 
hoys, wh(‘nev(‘r the w.x U*r nviis out ol si^ht, to sit astride on 
the double! mil, and enjoy #1 o'lorious slide down to tin* bottom. 
'Flu’s w.as on(*,of tin* joys of ( )ld I^iisley^ which the new Lfc'iu^ra- 
tion can never e..p(.*rience. 

. In 1 86 S, a subsideru'e of ihli sle(*i)le, to the ^soiith, look 
place, in c< aise(|uence of a sewer bein^‘ tornu'd- a f(‘W leet from 
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its foundation. dlie Paisley (ia.ze/ie coninieinoratcd the event 
in th(‘ following lines : — 

“ Tlie town wns filled with tern)!- when \vr lu/ird lhat, Ihroni^h an error 
In iln* ^J!;i\in^' of aji order for the eidtinj*’ of y sewer, 

And fhe mining' and tin* saj>j>injr, and ilie piekaxinn-, and rapping’ 

By the workmen ulio were tappin*; a damp e«dlar or a store, 

'I'o ri<! it of the waler there some two feel nr mor<- 

Our old slt'(‘pl(‘ mi<;h1 (all o\‘r, h\ tin’s diuiiinu^^w »• de))lore ' 
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After it had stood for two years siipporUal l>) \vood(;n 
pro})s (p. I2 q), the sleefde was taken down, iiolwithstandiiy^’ 
an unsucce.ssfiil attempt to interdict the* work by Mr. John 
Crawftwd, writer a w('ll-known and somtAvhat ori'>inaI ('haracter 

i ' . 

of tho^e days,, and who is credited with the statement lliat 



Transition 


“there is no philosophy without m ‘ clawnie.’ ” The Ih'II of 
the^^ stc'cple was cracked whih* bcini;' riine^ on the occasion of the 



% 
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marriao(' ol tlu* Priiun* of Wales iIk* pres(*nl Kii\iJ lulward VTI. 
— in Allei lia\a’n<4 s« rved the town fuf two hundred and 

fifteen years, it was recast, and is still doini;' duty in the 
I.ylc'sland lhiit(.‘d ITee (')uircli. 
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'Fhe block which formed the north side of the Cross (p. 130), 
and which has recently been r(!moved ^ largely by the liberalky 
of Mrs. John Poison of VVestmount so as to iinprove the 
sejuare, has a historic inteia^st for th(‘ older inhabitants. Here, 



Dill's Imiiuw, IS(>.>. 


Up an outside stair, was the Comm(*rcial Hotel, lirsl (iibb’s and 
alterwaials 1 1 inshelwood’s, a rival to th(' Saracen’s Head ovc'i* 
the way, and als(» a great rt‘sort on ^market clays. d ins hotel 
was greatl) jiatronized on Sunda\ (‘vemings by lads and lasses, 
after being at church and having had a \vall\. 1 l'C!y wound 
up the night’s enjoyment by an hour in the ('ommercial, where, 
ale w^as tjie' usual lakrcshmimt ; tc-a b(‘ing exjMmsi\'e in ihos(‘ 
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days. Anion<T a]] the chanoes that have taken place, nothinij^ 
is jiiore strikini^ than that of the way in which such j^Iaces as 
Gibb’s* nourished and did a roiirint; trade on Sunday nit^hts, 
compared with the pn'sent fjuiel aspt'ct of our public houses 
and hotels. 



( OHM It <M I'oHItl^ Siltlll, 


I bulernealli the ( Ommercial I lotc‘l was Patou's drapery and 
hosic’ry shop, with the* i^oldeii lamb over the door, admired 
i)y all ]*aisley boys ; and next to it was the bookseller's shop 
and librar\' of Motherwa'll, the brothca* of the po(’t. d'his ran^e 
of buildiiii^s was ('ontinued (‘astwards to within a few' feet of the 
Loflee* Room (now the Savings P>ank), and a narrow' [)assa^e, 
called die “llolejn the Wa’, ’ led through iwlo Gilmoiir Str(‘et 
(p. 131). 1 he obstructing block, with 'the crow'-stepjit'd Liable, 

was removed about 184^, whem (iilmour .Stre(‘t. whiA had been 
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formcRl some lime prc^viously, was opened up from die Cross 
to the County ScjuatH!. 'The corner of the “llo](‘ in the Wed'’ 
was the reiulezv{)us of the rc‘oruitinc;‘ sergeant, who, witVi his 
hat trimmed with sli‘(‘amin'>\ LTaiidy rihhons, ei'iive animation and 

I ... f . 
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colour to the seeiie. I he CoKee Room is a simple hut eleitant 
building' of classic architecture, anjl was Ioiil; considered an 
ornament to the town, till eclipsed by ipore ostentatious structures. 

d'urning ne^»v southwards, the St. Mirren Strecl of to-day 
(p. 132), with its j^arden square on tlu^ oiU!,side and row of 

banks and fine shops on the other, is a very different place 

1 . * 

from wh^t it was lifty* years ac^o, dlien it was called the 



Transition 


137 


Water Wynd (p. 133). It was steep, crooked, and narrow; 

the roadway being only fiftc'cn fec^l wide and the side walks 

% • 

two •feet wide. Yet it was the principal thoroughfare to the 

* 

southern quarter of thi* town, and was always a l)usy place'. 



(.iiHIIMlNs IJMK). 


It could boast of at least thre’c “ ('hani’e* hous'cs ” on either 
sid(^ and old Peler K^’rr’s, coilee shop about the middle. I bis 
latter ^was a very j)rinytive place com[)ared with modern 
restaurants, ^y(‘t it ])rovided “ hamel\ fare ’’ jflid comfort by 
the kitchen lire,* where oik* could have a *roll and coilee [ind 
a canny smoke. b\in and frolic were not awanting, especially 
when Jamie, the budding beadle, c*ame jvith tl^* “ wrang 
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waistcoat.” and so ^ould not find in the pockets the necessary 
two-penc^^ or when bii;' Sandy, the pc^Iiceman, put the buttej; 
in the coffee insteacl of on his roll. 


rhose who w'ere othcM'wise minded cciuld* find warm ale 

and a <^ame at bagatelle at (iranny Kerf.%. 'fadcU 's snuff 

e 
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and i^^arden seeds •were sold at Stevenson’s, and sweetie's at 

\\’oth(!rspoon’s, at the “ 1 )i('l's l^lbf)\v,V at jlu' te)j) ol the 

stre'et ( p. i^j); while* the jiainter, tlu*® jirinler, the tinsmith, and 

the; chimney swe'e}) ceiulel all be' found in this imjnjrlanl little 
* * 
l,ine. At the; bottom Cause*) side oj)e*ne(l up,* with its shawl 

ware'hoLise-s, ii^iel the Hank of .Scotland at the e:oriu*r, buil^ eiii 

the site ed'the; Ule’i d'url* Inn {p. 115). 
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The builclinos in the lower part of Causeyside have not been 
much altered durinL>‘ thejast fifty years, but some old people 
can still n^member th(’ time wh(»n many of them were thatched 
cottages. Although little chang(‘d in outward asp(‘cl, they are 
not now tenanted -by the sam(.‘ class of peo])le, as they wc.Tt! 



CulIM I* 01 Sllllll. 

lilt Aullioi -.t. Ill lull.- t<>i till 'll' Ilf III I'litli |)l.i i 


half a century ago. W < n(>,l()ng(‘r set* th(‘ well dressed -salesmen 
standing on the ste})s of tlje sha\\l warehouses on ll)(‘ look out 
for buyers. ^ The ('orner of h'orbes Street wa'? the eenlri* ol 
tradi‘ here, and w^* j)rotluc(_‘ a wvw ol a ( haraelerisl ie oKI I^alsley 

building whi('h then oe(:u])ied that angl(‘, where now tla* oflices of 

• ‘ • ' t 

the 1 J>(uVv Kv/^re.^s are situated (p? 13s). d'his ; jiotograph 
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has the furth(!r interest in that it includes a lady who has since 

distinguished hcTself in philanthropic and Christian work with 

an (‘nergv and suc'^^ess which WaY(‘ (‘iideared Ikm* to a large 
' ' ‘ 

cireU; of friends. 



( ' \i srv.siiii Siiiiri, isJH ((-’onshii oi tumints's l,n\s). 


A litil(‘ lurther, up, the transfonn.ilion of llie street on the 

i^ast side h.Ls hc-en ver\ great. At tlu*^ corner of ( )rch.ird Stre-et 

« 

stood th(* well-known Petc*r Roberts* vi’s public-house (j).^ i ^o), 
where so many efenial souls wc*re accustomed to met'U at mid-day 
for a crack and a (Ram, and where buyers of a like inclination 
were entertained. IMention of^this classic spot ?*(.‘calls a littk* 
incid(MU. iVhen tlje writer of th(‘S(^ lines returned to his native 
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town after many y(*ars of ahscMicc^, he chanced to ni(‘et, just at 

* 

“Peter’s” door, an old fri(‘nd, a retired sliawl -manufacturer, 

» • 

whofn he liad not s(*(‘n for iiKiny yt‘ars. P)Ut such fric‘ndshij)s 
mad(* in early uays are ren<‘vved without ca^iaanon), as if the, 
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|)r(*\ious mei'tinit had only heeii \i*sterda\ AlU‘r the usual 
oreetiiv^s, tlu‘ first thino jhat the manufacture'* said, in a far- 
awa) ^\'oi('e, for he was trille dull of h(*ariniL;, w'as “ Arc* ye 
dry?” dins (]uery mad(‘ at the door of “ Pc‘R*r’s ’’ w^as rather 
astoifishinLf. li^ the old days it w(Hild ha\*(‘ mc-aiu an adjourn- 
ment inside*. Ihit times had chan<4t*d, and that was imjiossihlc*. 
• • # 

Could iu he that the manufacturer Iwid *tak n to — ? l>ut 
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thjil was c‘(|ually imjK)SsiWe. Nrvcrtbclc'ss the*, circumstances 
W(*re suspicious. Ihit the* mystery was cleared up by the next 
words, “Can you hee-i) the* water out of your windows in stormy 
we^allu*!* uj) at Ihornly Park, lor we ('unnot kee*p it.out at the 
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P)rodie ? Ihus the last chance of heinj^ triiateel at “Peter’s” 

♦ 

was ^one. It would have been an inten'stinj^ and iini(|ue 
experience, as the* writer, not beiiiL; a shawl *buy(‘r, had never 
been invited iiUo this rcinowned “howfi.” 

From this [)oiKt southwards the* erstwhjlci switch-backed 
Causeyside has been transformed into a wide* stree't, which only 
re*(|uires trees to mrakei it a handsome boulevard. b'e)r this 
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improvement we ;ire l«Tri;(‘ly iiKk'hted to thf‘ (!n(M*u^y oi Provost 

> 

Robert K, H(‘ll (p. 14^1). The east side; has b(*en entirely 

> * 

rebuilt and set bark. d'he section l.)etween Caiiseyside and 
the Bladda, incluciiiiL; '‘(lordon’s Loan and Prussia SlnaT and 
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I’lunkcn at tlic end o’t," has 1 hx‘ 11 coin|)k;'"ly revoliilioiii/cd. 
No other part ol the town presents such a scene ot ckislruction. 

Literally not out? stone has been lelt upon another (pp. 1 3 ^ 1 - 139)- 

• • 

The: line of llu: slrccls can no longer be traeiij, and Gordons 
l.oan. (now G.(,rdon Street) does not no..v resemble a gtiod 
shint), “lyini; to the lick finely,” as in old days. \vi this 
(luaT‘U:r has beam immortalized*!))' tlu. delinhtfui’ p-n ol the 
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late David Gilmour, in (i\);Wo.ws Loan, Sixty Odd Years Aj^v. 

The present writ(‘r ft;els a satisfaction tliat he can claim to 

♦ # 

belon'^ to this clas!*ic localit)'. ♦His parents took up hoifse in 

the Loan, on their marriaoe in 1S23, ancH'.ilvvays resided in 
$ * * ’ 
the neighbourhood, so that his earliest rec/)ll(*ctions are con- 

nect(*d with this ®part of the town. H(* (‘ven can remember 
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tiu’ “(^)<d Kee Parli.uncnl ’’ so graphically doscrilxHl b)' David 
(lilmour, and knew sonu* mt*mbers of ii, especially l*et{a' 
Callender. I>ut by this time Peter had long ceas(‘d to l>e 
an advocate ofnhe ecpial division of all properly ;uk1 means of 
])roduction, and was a (juiet elderly man vvhp kept .a humble 
school in Marshalls Lane. He was the very image of the 

* . * r. ,, ' 

schoolmaster in Goldsmith s “ Deserted \ illagc!.” 
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“ A man sc'vcro he was, and stern tn view ; 

^ (‘t he was kind, (»r if severe in au»;ht, 

'rile h>v(‘ he here tt> learning was in fatdt. ’ 

Memory sti.. lingers over the lo\v-roof(‘(] school-room, which 
had lK‘cn a six-loom shop, with its Hose atmosphere, aed abun- 
dant and varied snu'lls, wh(‘re Peter initiated ns into the 
mysteries ol ^the midtiplic ation tahh' and the Shorter Catechism. 
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Peter was ,i Cnilarian, hut out of deferenct* to the jiopular 
opinions he*, like, Purns, “ tair^ed ns tightly” m th(‘ Onestions,” 
and Li'ot the minister^ to inspect the school at limt's. 'PhtTe 
was onl) on(‘ l*oy whose parents objected to this relij^ions 
instriK'tion, a^nd when we stood np to rep(‘at t)nr “answers,’' 
he wa^ S'lnpl) [lassed o\er. He was raflier envied by the 
other boys, csjiecially wlu'n the (jiiestion w-as, “What is effectual 
calling'?’' As is well known, this is oae t)f iIk* most difficult 
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in the book, and, unless )'ou i^ot a ^ood start and W(‘rc not 
interruj)t(^d, thtn'c was small chance />! ;^‘‘ttini; to the end of 
it. As for understanding what it was all about, that was quite 

'1 

another matter. Pet(‘r w^as a wist* man and did not venture 
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b(;yond his d(.'|ith, but Lom''iile(l himself with teaching; the 
Catechism in the orlhotlox wax “ without note or lomment. 

Opinions will differ, no doubt, .as to the xalue ol religious 
teachintj^ in the school, but if we an* to judi^e by rt^stilts, we 
must admit that many of Petty's j)upils did not turn out badly 
in after life, although nourishexl on a die.t of “ Calvinism and a 
little oatmeal." ^ 
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On th(‘ last clay ol school, iM'lbrc ihcj Saint Jaln(^s’ Day Fair 
Holidays, wo all a])|)('art‘cl in c'lc^an “ dadlies ” to pay our modest 
vcM'y modest fees. 'Fhere were no lessons tliat day, hut the* 
master sat at his table and callc.d us up one hy one, receipted 
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the little hill with a llourish, lor he w'as a line* j)enman, and 

handed (*ac'h ol ns a new jjenn)’ from a ha^; on the desk. Hut 

thc'i'c* we re aKva\ s some wl^om h(‘ did not call u]). These vvera 
too poor, or Jiad guardians too unthrifty to be tead) wa’th the 
mc^ney.* Tut kindly I’eter would not punisli the* children for 

th(‘ shortcominLis of their i)arc‘nts, so h(‘ went ’'ound the circle 

and L;ave e ach of these unfortunates a ])enn)^ like tlu! rr‘St of us, 
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iind then we werq joylully dismissed le sp(‘nd our wealth at the 
“shows.” I'his quaint old (juarter is, now entirely swept away. 
The author, wIkmi S(\'irchini^ fof the site of his birth- place, ^No. i 
Hridj^e Str(‘et of tlte old time, could only make out that it was 
now somewhere in the middU* of tlu‘ stnaa' (p. 13^). 
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Southwards trom (lurdon’s L.ian, ihc e.isi side ( .uistyxsidc 
has lK‘en (aitirely rebuilt (p. 140). k contaim’d the d'ea (iardens, 
and many old houses with outside r.tairs. 'rh(.‘ slia'cl was sl(‘ej) 
then, but now the gradient has be(‘n much im])roved (p. 141). 
The Canal Railway crosses near tin* toj) oti lh(‘ bia(‘. In the 
d lys of old Paislex th(’ patlj by the banks of the canal was a 
f.ivoLiritc walk. « Here the shawl designers wt^re wont to take 
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their mid-diiy “clauner’' to stretch their lej^s and ease their fingers. 
'rhe.se nuMi fornieil a considerable element in the weaving trade 
of^h.lt time, and anyone who will take the trouble of looking 
over’tlie design and pattern books, a goodly number of which 
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arc* now liaj)pily prc'scrvcd in the* i\liis(*iim, wii- lx: astonished no 
less at the Ix-aiily llian at tlie cxlreme niieroscopical minuteness 
of detail in tlK‘ir*works. Such eharmini^ desij^ns could only lx* 
worked out 1)V nu*n of (onsiderable eulliire an^l refined taste. 
Kvery* da\ about nix)n th(‘y ('(“ased tlic'ir Jabours lor a short 
pca'iod of repose, "rhe* accessibility and Ix'auty of the canal bank 
(p. r,|2) .nade it a desirable jilacc* for tix ir crainbles!* I he walk, 
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which was lovely all the way, usually extended to Ilawkhcad, 

passing the “ t^ley’t briu^ ” at Blackhall, that marvel of architecture, 

,,r 

the stability of which the boy:? could never understand. * The 
frequtaU ])assa^e of the “ (ly boats,” which were drawn by horses, 
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and went at a |j;ood pac(‘, made the s('(mk' liv(*Iy, aiul tlu* scarlet 
coats of the ridc:rs i>ave colour to the. j)ictijre. On Saiunlays 
the walk mii^h; be proloni;'ed to Crookston C'astU' ([). 145), a 
ruin perched on a knoll amidst ex(|uisite woodlaiul scenei-y, and 
associated, like many more of the castles and yew trees of our 
country, witn th(‘ iEem()ry of the hapless and beautiful Mary 
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Queen of Scots. This walk is well described by Alexander 
Smith, himself at oiu; lime a ])attern dcsigiier, in his story of 
“^Atfred llaggart’s Household." 

The, prescMice in Paisley of th(‘se desij^ners was a decided 
advanta<;'<‘ to the artistic and literary sociiay ol the town. I hat 
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eminent artist, Sir |. Noel Paton, \\as oik of them; and th(' 
New P.iisle}’ itia) well rem*(‘l the loss ol a class ot men so 
ciiltufed. 'rh(‘ leadini; industries of the town, allhouLih (^\(:ell^nt 
in tljcir (»wn way, do not now laajuire the sam(‘ artistic service s. 

ContinuinL'' our ramble si)iuhwards, we pass through Charles- 
toTi, a poIikI suburb in the dav^ of tie* shawl track". It also has 

' r 
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undergone great changes. A few of the one-storey thatched 
houses still linger, cUid more of the two storey lands about Car- 
riagehill (p 146-7) ; but the streets are constantly being widened, 
and most of these relics of th(‘ past have disappeared, giving 
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more space R)r the iwer increasing traffic, and the advent of the 
electric cars. Beyond Carriagehill we come to Colinslee. d'his 
was the principal seat of the block printing of shawls, which 
nourished as the harness weaving fell away. d'hese jirinUs's, 
who earned good wages for a time, were rather “swellst” in 
their way, and kept up a brass band for the entertainment of the 
district. Jiist<.as the harness weilver had a draw-boy, (^ach block 
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printer had a “tcarer.” Tliese tearers were boys and j^irls, and 
if the draw-boys were a dcanonstrative class, the tearers were not 
befftnd tliein. When the day’s ^ work was over, they issued in 
a stream from tlie i^ate, with their hands and arms stained with 
all the colours of th(^ rainbow, and matl(! the str(‘(‘ts livc^ly on 
the way home. Block printini^' was also carried on extensively 
at the iKuah end of the town, at ArklesUm and Nethercornmon ; 
and in tlie. Museum are to lx* s(‘en many lK‘autiful specimems of 
the* delicate work which was then* prodiK'(*d. 

d'he el(*clric’ ^ars now carry us further out, so that shortly 
w(‘ may find ours(‘ives in the beautiful e^>uiKls of (ilenlield, 
admiring the lovel\ waterlalLof “ TIk* Linn” (p. 148;, or iistening 
to the sweet strains at the 'rann;fhill Cohc(*rt. d'his* annual 
gatheriiiLi, by tlie kindiu'ss pf the laird of tin* (Ben, is held in 
a natural amj)hilheatre on the slopt* of (jkmirf(‘r Braes. Here 
the songs of 'rannahill and others are sung to the delight of 
large gatherings (p. 140). The proc(‘(‘ds' were first devotetl to 
erecting a statia* to l aniiahill, and afterwards oiu* to Burns. 
Since then the money has* been devoted to the Royal Alexandra 
Infirmary, llie sum frequently amounts to nearly ^^300 each 
year, and should tliis be continued, as .scaans |)rol)able, the 
time may come ’^hen poor d'annahill, who never had ^300 in 
his liie,*may have* bc.'come .is large* a contributor to this excellent 

institu|,ion as any of its w'ealthy supporters. 

• • 

We now return to the Cross. The view of the Clark Halls 
was •obsti Licted by a mass (»f unifnportaat l^uiidings ’v hich filled 
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the angle at the top of Saint Mirren Stret^ (p. 150). The Town 
Council resolved to remove theses, hut found this a difficult task, 
made more difficult and expensjve hy frequent changes ofiqjuin, 
till Sir William Dunn canu' to the n^sciu*, anu to his generosity 
we owe the completion of this great improv/aiK'iU (}>. 152). 
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Sir William Dunn, like* Willi. im IJarhour aiul many others,* 
was “evicted" from Paisley i)\’ lhe,deca\ of the shawl trade. 

I 

J^ot iinding scope*, tor his ene*rgies jn .1 eleclining industry, het 
})usheel his way in the* Alricaii traek*, and ultimately became a 
wealthy l>ondon mevchant. I \c showed liis le)V(‘ for the; thwn hy 
numerous handsome h(;ne*lactie)ns, anel re‘})re*sented it in Parliame;nt 
for fourteen years. 
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The Dunn Scjuaro, with ^ the .statues of Her Majesty the 
late Queen Victoria, and of the two brothers, Sir Pcaer and 
Mr. *^rhonias Coats, opening up as it doc^s a fine, view of th(‘ 
beautiful Clark Town Halls (p. 152), is one of the most succc'ssful 
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efforts yel inad(‘ for the rei'onstniclion aiul adornmenl of the 
town. 

The only building in the bhuk so r(nno\’(’(l wliich meino^ 
lingers upoi^ is llu! Arti/ans Instilulion, louiuk*J in 1^47’ '-^'hich 
stood*at ihe .sou^h-vest corner oi the bridj^n (p. 95 ). 1 his was 

a centH! of much beiielKcnl inllnence on (‘dncation in Paisk‘y. 
Mr* 1 'hoinas C'oats, wlu)se statu(‘ now aj)^)ropriaUily^ stands on 
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this site (p. 151), was a warm supporter, and many j^entlcmen of 
cultivat(;d tasU's and enli<^hlen(‘d ideas, amono- whom may be 
mentioned Dr. VV. lb APKinlay, james J. Lamb, and 'l'h*omas 
Mac Robert, were at various tim(‘s connected witl\, it. The 



s /\nm ^ HI I OKI iKi.L 


Literary Lnion ol the Arti/ans‘ Institution dr(‘V\ tOL;(‘ther many 
remarkable men in their humbh* wav. |o]m Sliaw, |ohn IJroom, 
and lames lan<J.sa\, wen* !iK*n who, under moia* favourable* cir- 
ciimstances, mi^hl Ivive made .some noise in tin* workj. • 

The old bridi^e has been widened since those days, and is 
now named Saint Jakues', Ihadj;*. d'his saint seoms to have f)een 
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popular in Paisley, for am()ny;st the thread p(‘()ple the name of 
James oceurs with emhjirrassini^' Ireciueney. 



I?^p jo iS()c-, tlu: Al)l)e\ Close was an unsavoury locality. In 
Ivn^iish towns the (.'ath(‘dral Close, which usualK coiuliicts to the 
rrir.it ^l^ thr* ( dihedral or .\1)1)(‘\. is iiwa ' ial )lv a !ui(‘t, sleepy 
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street of (.)ld-fashioned houses, wilhJ)ow windows, hid in creepers, 
and everything exceptionally ch'an and neat. Such, probably, 
was our Abbey Close in carl^^ times, and doubtless in* this 
(juarter the hamlet of Paisley first bc'gan. IVut in the days- of 
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which we arc* speakiiiL^, th(‘ Close* was n(*v(*r other than a sort 

» 

of Paddy’s Market, of tumble-down^ second-hand shoj)s. It 
a^)peared to rain there* more* frecjuc-ntl^y than in any other part 
of the town, for ^vc; nevc*r recollect the wn*tchedly Unevc'ii stre(*t 
being without ampler jU)ols of wate r. ^ 

None (T these buildings we*re of architectural or historic 

0 

value, and the clearir.g of them away, and the erection of the 
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magnificent Clark 'I'own Ualls^was one of the* greatest improve- 
ments ever made in Peasley (]). 152), It fjrought into view 
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the fine, propoi tions ot th(‘ Al)l)(‘\. beaiitilul building 

(pp. 156-7-8), has been partially restoia^d in recent years, and 
is well deserving of further restoration, ki Scotland we never 
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had so many of those rich ecclejiiastical establishments as they 
have in Kni;lan^, and in the troublous and destructivt' times of 
our Reformation, many of them^were mutilated or destroyecf. But 
the b(‘auty of (loihic architecture is now much niore oenerally 
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a|)j)r(‘c:iated, and ihc desire is stnuv^ to |)reser\’(‘ the lew i^ood 
specimeits that we yet j)oss('ss. I'he Abbey of Paisley is oik* of 
the finest of these old churches. The west front is a coinp(jsition 
of excet^din.g pyrity and Lj;race, and many of the internal features 
are equally fine. .Surely some one of the ]Hiblic-spjrit(^d and 
wealthy sons of l^iisley will do honour to his native place and him- 
self by restorinu the* Abbey to its pristine beauty. Of the secular 
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buildino's which musl li;iv(‘ clui^tcred around the Abbey, wc 
under the namc^ of the “ Place of Paisley,” thet only portion 
now tcmainin[>* (p. 159). Phis Ijouse was at on(* time occupied 
* by th*e. Duke of y\b(‘rcorn, and lalea* by Lord Dundonald. 
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l^ roin the Abbey P>ri(l;^e, lormerl) kno\^ .1 as tlu‘ S(!edhills 
P)rido•(^ a fiiU! vi^‘w an l)e obtained of the llammills, over 
which, when in (food, the river pours with a roar which can bj 
heard at a cpfisiderable distance (p. 25). In siMiuner (la\s the 
pool rA the Hainmills was much fre(|uented by bathers, and it 
WTis considered a ‘^reat feat when a boy could “tail th(‘ Linn, 
that is, ^wim across this ]>ool. 1 he pres^na* of ties reef of 
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rocks proUiljly cK'cictcd ihc po.duuii sc‘k*cU‘cl lor ihc Abln^y. 
riio linn supplu'd fisli for the iM'idciy's dinner, and the fall was 
used, as it still is, to drive a nu‘al mill, for ttu‘ inoid^s of^ihose 
days were i^niat civilizers. Nearly every Abbey in the kiiiockau 
is built on a spot such as this, and ])robably lor ihe same n^asons. 
Coming ba('k to tlu* Cross, \v(* turn our st(‘ps westward, and 

again are confront(‘d with extensive (:hang(;s. 1 he sneej)l(* is 

• • 

gone, and S(j the Cross is d(‘privt‘d ol its gr(‘.itest oin.imiMit. 
Th(t north side of lligh Sina-t as lar as ( hurclihill has be(‘n 
all cU‘ared awa)’, and the building line* s(‘t i)a('k«(j>. belore 

this was done. High Str(‘et was a narrow thoroughfare (p. it)i), 
crowded otf Saturday nights, wdien •“ 1 ).iunie W'eir, ” a Ikiisle)’ 
“character,” j)erambulated it selling ball.ids, among which was 
Alexander Wilson’s “ W ,itty and M^'g,’ and laaating the popular 

j)oe'm in a husky x’oic'e. l\usle) boys could all r(*peat W all\ 

y 

and Meg,” although few of them had s(‘en it in print. The) 
learned it from “ I )aunie ” (p. 

Of th(‘ ohl houses removed u]) to iSS>, w^luai High Street was 
widenc-'d, tlu; most remarkable was the tc^wii house ol tin* Seiiijiills, 
with the family arms sculptured on the front. This stom* is now 
prc^servc'.d in the Muscaim, Fhe lirst Lord Sem])ill fell along 
with his King on the latal lit^ld ol Modden, so that he. was one 

f 

of those “ h'lovyers o’ the Lorest ’ that were “a' wede awa).” 

Near to the Ro^j Roy C’lo.se, which led up to Si hool i\V) n(-l, 
was Thomas Cioodlet’s “Coffee House,” the }jro[)rietor of which 
had a reputation fv^r comic song and stor\, all his own, and 
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was consc(}ueiuIy in cl(;mand tor social oatherinj^s. 1 his 

place was also a favourite; resort of the aspiriiiLj youths of the; 
Iatei*iiry LIni(Ui o( thr Arti/an^s Institution before^ mentioneel. 
HeTeM^veu' the'ir coffee many “ N octets Amhrosianae ’’ were spent, 
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whi('h liuoea' in the me uorv ol not a le‘\\ survivors, most ot whom, 

• t 

(Tiar.Lcte*risticall\ ,* ar(‘ memhe-rs oi the IMiilosopliic'al Institution. 
W'illiain Peat^ie, Robert l\usse;ll, Jame*s Hay, ;wiel others, have 
elone* no eliscreclil to the trainiiiL;' ohtaineel aU the; Lite*rary Union. 

The eorneu' of New Street shows a characteristic old huildinLi’, 
and*its rather fantastic successor (pj). it)J-5)t hat soon this anele 
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will be occujjied by a handsonu- building lor the Youni^ Men’s 
Christian Association. By the kindn(‘ss of the architect, Mr. T. 
Graham Abercrombie, who has <-h)ne much to ornament the town, 

s ' f 

we are (‘nablcul to i^jve an (‘levation of the j)roj)osed structure 
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(p. 166). 'rile nexl block lo the south in New Street was the 
well-known shop of (jcor^a' Caldwell, ])rint(*r and bookseller. 
Gcori^e was bktssed wdth a rather ecci*ntric wife, who always 
went amono- the yoim^ people by the name of “ Cady” Caldwell. 
Sh(! was an enthiisiastic temperance ref()rm(*|*, and n^sided at 
the 1 eetotal Towca' in Renfrew Road. 1 his was a threat resort 

1 

of the youngsters, Vind boasted of a camera obscura (p. 167). 
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Visitors mounted a wooden ‘g.air to a dark room, and madct a 
circle round a table* covered with a white cloth, when hy a 
movement of the* lens(*s there was shown a picture of the; sur- 
roundini^' country with carls drivini^. and men plouohinQ- the 
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fK'lds v\illi horses an inch in heii^hl. a movino livint; wonder. 

“ l.aely C^aldwcH" would lp*at ihem to a k-clure, and Cieordie, 

• • 

li(‘r husband, would play tl;e fiddle to those who cared to indiilp.e 
in a “ penny' I'uel.” These were e('onomical •days, when the* 
euxtrav^'ij^ance of a T'anc)’ Ikdl was nol dre-fiinod of. 

Turninn te) the north at Ne-w Street, we notice* the spire e)f 

• • 

the* Hi.iih Church, e*recteal in 175^ (p uf/). wliich oceaipies a 
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commanding position, and has lonq*. been admired for its erraceful 
and well-balanced pro[)ortions. Cdose to it on th(^ right is the 
old (jrammar School, round* which linger many pleasant 

t ' r 

memories of past tlays ; and delightful ^recollections of dt-ar 
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and led uj) to <^)akshaw Street, before Orr Square was formed. 
It was in a buildim;', still c'xistiiv^. in this lane that the “ Pen 
Foil?” met, who hav(‘ bccMi ynmortali/.ed by th(‘ late David 
Gilmour. 

. P'urth(‘r west weirds and n(‘arly opposite thi* Must urn, stood 
th(‘ house in which Prolessor john Wilson (“ (. hristojdiei North ) 



was born, ddiis was <in extremely interestiiy^' old buildino. On 

1 

(•nu-rini;, \oii stodil in lilt* kitchen, with its sidiic floor tiiul roomy 
l):ironial rirc-jjlacc. I'assiiiL; in to iIk' adjohiina room, the eye 
wandered from the old mantle slielf, with tile Injures of a shepherd 
*ind his do'i and flock, ornamentin;^ its centre, to the (|u;iintly 

t • 

panelled doors and wainscotted walls. Glimbinj.^ the richly carved, 
oakc^n- railed staircase, you rt^ached tlie ^lining - room, with its 
figured cornice rising from anti(|U(‘ dados .ind panels. In a 
r<)om near b\-, one observed the elaboratt^ mouldings around the 
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bed with *foldin<>- doors, where “ vvect Kit” first s?iw‘ tKe light. 
We give a view 'of th(! building in its later days, when it 
contained the shoj) of “ Teugh/ieordie,” a 'noted confectfoner, 
who was a special favourite of th(* young [x-oplc*. On the btnlding 
which replaces this interesting old house, ^a tal)l(‘t has becm 
placed, *of which *vve give a reproduction (p. [6g). Th(‘ north 
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side of the? stn*el at tliis jxiint ('ontains (h(‘ b're(‘ LibiMry and 
Museum, th(* 1 )rill I lull, and the Coats ' Memorial ('hurch, thr(‘(‘ 
of the great ornaments of the “ New Paisley.” 

Proceeding wes^twards, w(‘ arrive a' th(‘ s(‘})aration of Sand- 
holes, popularly known as the “ Colfm Fm’ ” (|‘/p. i 7 (^- 7 ). Phi's 
is* the “Cross” of the West-end. fF/yond this .point further 

t ' , 

widenings are in proj^ress, and although now the “bonnic* woods 
o’ Craigielea,” when’ 

f 

“ cushat chmuHcs mnorcmsly,” 
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and even sweet Ferguslie,”^ have long been foldecl in the 
embrace of the advancing town, thu electric 'cars now take us 
out qfiickly to where. 

“ 'Fowt-rin^ o’er Ihr Ncwloii wtio'^s, 
lij^v’rocks fan tlu‘ snaw-wliilf clouds.” 
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We CAn thenc(* conliitue our walk by tlie 1 )usky (den” and 
other familiar haunts of I'annahill, where still the sweet wild 
flow('rs bloom and the birds sing,* which ilelighled him so much ; 
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and so by '‘Stanley shaw”,(|). 17 i), we* otin climb (.deniffer. 

Ih.Tc we may jiause by 

“ 'I’lu' l)()inii(‘ \vtH‘ \v(‘Il oil l.lu* hroisl o lh^‘ 

which HuL;h Macdonald, hims(*lf at one* tiiD(‘ a Colinslee bU>ek 
printei^, has rencih'red classic, and, lookin^i,' back, we will behold 
one of the fairest |)ros|)ects* in tlu* coimtr).^ 



I i) <.ll M u OON l> 
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Proliably it wis from this spot lhal ihe advaiu'in^ Roman 
U:oions, keepin;^ to the heio^hls, ;is was their liabil, first had 

t 

unfolded b(‘fore them the kiie^dom (il Sirath-Cl\de. 'Idua'e it 

* • 

lay, stretching far and wide, and, on die north west horizon, they 
cf)uld descr\, in the bliK* distaiu'e, the mighty ’rampart of the 
(/ji'ampians, little dreamiiyi; that be)’ond this barri(;r Imjierial 
Rome shoukl never ptMietralt*. We may suppose* the centurion 
halting- his troojis •to ,r(*fresh thems(‘lves at this w(*ll, Ix'fore 
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clescenclini^ to pilth .,their u-nt'i on tho last of those glacial rolls 
which, like waves of the st^a, hll up the space between the l)ase 
ol the hills and th(“ morass whidi then occui^ied the low lands. 

It Was on th(‘ summit of ( )akshaw Hill that the Pnetorium, or 

» 

i^ate n(*xt the (‘iiemy*. was piteh(‘d, and (fasllchead still marks th(' 
other exHT'inity of the camp. 
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Tin: vl(‘W of Paisley from this point is ’lery fine, aiul tht‘ 
• (.a)r])oration art' to be ennoratulalt'd un havin:^ secured a eonsider- 

t 

able area for a publit' j)ark. . d hey have wisely k it it in its native 
state, to the delight of all k^vt'i's ol the picturestjue. Tlu' rambk'j* 
can then L^o,(*n to the renowned lk‘(‘swe('|) Inn*(]). 172), on the 
summit oi the hiJI, where he can be regalr<l with th(‘ S])artan 

fare of breatl and cJieese and t;inLtt‘r b(‘t*r, for our matta'iial 

• • 

mai;istracy belit've that th(‘ sweet inoiuitarti air is intoxicating 
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enough for the present degenen|te race ! T 4 ien, as gloamings 
comes on, he can return to sv.v that 

“ 'I'Ik* plantin taps jhv with ' 

and in the hollow, * 

“ riu' (laiict* ahoon tin* hnrn. ” 



I 
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I^vcn*y turn of the road recalls P.iisley’s singc'i*. At the 

Half-timers’ SchoctI at h'erguslit*, we may rest for a monuMit, and, 

looking through the railing, we will s(‘e a sedion of the old canal. . 

* 

There is the narrow towing path (jh 173) and th(; (jiiaint little 
bridge, and near it th(‘ culvaa't which carried the Maxwellton burn 
underneath the*.canal. The rivulet and the cana*! Jjeing nearly 
upon a level, a tuim<*l of masonry had to Ik* constructecrin the 

form of a syphon, to carry the stream to tin* othtT side of the 

• . * 

canal. This necessifiiiletj a d(*ep j)it, or pool, on each side, which, 
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of course, vvas alw^iys full of water, up to the level of tht; stream 
on each side. These holes, as can still be s(.*cit, were surrounded 
by K)W wall, but had no other ^protection. Here*, in the early 
'inor-ning of 17th M*ay, iSio, “ Black Peter/' a well-known negro 
weaver, brought up the lifeless body of poor Tannahill. We must 
drop a t(;ar ol j)it\ lor the hapk*ss fate ol one wlv) carried riirough 
the world tin* “ vvhiu* ilower of a bkimeless life, " alas! too early 
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blight(*d, but made beaedlul by song, aiul remember with grati- 
tude the considerateness of Messrs. Coats *in preserving this 
* pathetic mcMnorial ol a sad (Aent. , 

, 'Plum in I'lT^s^^ing ( leorgt,* Strc'et wc* may note in the centre 

of the .causeway tlu^ hors(‘^ho(; which marks the spot where waps 

% 

enacttxl tin; ’ dej)lorable tragcxly of the burning for witchcraft, 

* # ^ ' 

* 'riu‘rc is a biography of l*olc*r lluriu-t (‘‘ Jila<’k PoU r in ilio Kroo Public 
Library. 
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with whit:h the name of Christian Shaw, the^ ori^ihatrtr of the 

tliread track*, wen mixed up. We may tlicm r(‘turn by Castle 

Street, where Tannahill was born, oV l)y Oue(‘n Streiit, ‘wfnerc 

he lived (p. 175). I'ht* former building no** longer exisfs, buf 

the latter still remains, and in ronn(‘cti()n with it we may 

here preserve pn int(*restin‘; r(*minis((‘iu'(*. d'lu* following' 

stat(*ment was made, in b\ (ieor!4(* Archibald, 'a weaver 

■' ■ « , 
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who oc('upi(*d lh(‘ same house and worked at the same loom, 
that had been used 1)\ rannahill, and is kindly i^iven to us by 
his sons, Messrs, (kior^t* and Robert y\rc:hibald, manufadurers^ 
in Raisle\\ ( i(*orbt‘ Aia hibald, Senr., s^i) s : 

“1 ha\ e’ j)l(‘asure in sending you a l(‘W not(*s w hich are *in 

f 4 

my own recoll^*ction correc't. I his happened about tiu! yc!ar 
ICS35, sixty-three yt^ars aLio. 1 was at that time weavinij; in 
No. 6 Oueen Street, on the sanu* exact loomstc'ad as our poet 
Robert 'I'annahill u.^^d to weaVe on. 
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“ I'hi?; lt)oinstc;id w.is siiuaU‘d on tlie soulh side? of ihc 
property ; its exact positioi^ was at the south* (.‘ast corner next 

the firf?, the window lookini^' eastward. 'I'lns loonist(*ad, to suit 

* 

rfie li.Ldit from th(' •window, was put up as what is known in the 
tiMtle as a ](‘ft-hand lo*oin. I would vv(.‘ave on this loonistead 
for about six years, and in this way iny ])aek ^was to tlv* wall, 
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and a small recess in llu- L;ahl(‘, whicli was saitl to he often 
us(‘d hy the* pod. as a place where he k(‘])t his hooks ami 
]iap<‘rs. \Vh(‘n anythin;^ lU'w struck him, all iie had to do was 
to'turn round to this rc'cess, and not(‘ it down, while ‘on his loom. 
“ It* was always remarl;ed that he* was ver^^ ('liaritahle, as 

he liad, i;ema*ally a sixpence or a shilliniL^ on th.e lop of his loom 

* • . . * . 

to spare to any dc*servim; person or charilahle ohject. 1 was 

ofteli called upon while workin‘.;*on this looimlead h\ visitors, 
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and had •■pleasure; in pointino- out these; small ,particlilai^s to any 
who called. 

“ Amonost the* visitors was^ an olel lady and her son,« vfhom 
she called ‘ \WiH ’ (William, 1 pre;sume). She; caihe frotn Old 
Kilpatrick once a ye’ar for many ye;ars. father, John Archi- 

bald, w^-is weavin^o in the same sho[), and ‘ Wull ’ would ask him 
liberty for liis moth(*r to ^(*t a fe*w minutes to s^ive ve»;nt to her 
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feelings, on the exact sj)()t on which our poe t used to sit. 1 was 

< 

aske;d to come oH \u\ loom, and allow her a few minutes of 
meditation. She would always sh(;d a lew te_*ars, as my ck)th was^ 
always a little wet* when she* left. J remember this as well as if 
it were j est’erday ; she would ejiten pick up my ‘ pooking pni,’ 
and grasp the Jay, giviiig expression to the following, ** Robin, 
Robin, whar is ta noo ’ She would repeat this two o<r three 

t * 

times, finishing up with, ‘ My dear Robin, whar is ta noo?’ Her 
name 1 do not rem^^mber ; tht above 1 remember well, as* she 

f 
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always k*fi a sixpf/nce for mc.^wliich was a vcrj iinpoilani part 
of the proceed in;;s to me at that tim(*. 

‘^Wefon* leaving th(‘ property, ^she would always down the 
sjarden* to view th^ ‘ la'ly-( )ak ’ tr(‘e, that the poet had planted. 

Amone many otlu'r remarks that were often made in this 
loom-shop, was one !))• our poet’s brother, Jame^ d'annahHI, who 
was pro[)rietf)r of this propt'rlv, No. ^ ( )ue(‘n Str(‘(‘t, whicli is also 
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(|uit(‘ fresh in my mcMiajry , this was on the iii^ht before his fatal 

end. A county t^entleman j^ave a sLi|)p(‘r ancj ball in what we 

jiow' know as the Abercorn Rooms, a hotel at that time. 

AmoiiList tlu‘ t;iK^sts invited was our po(‘t, anrl oth(M* literal')' men 

of*the day. Durmt; the ball rannahill and another* friend were 

crossinif the r(X)m, when our poet h<*ard a rcm;y*k by a visitor 

sp^akiriF^ to a fritaid, ‘ Who w.%s that litll(! lya;! ? ’ and the reply 

t^iven was, ‘ That was the j)Oct Tannahilk’ ‘What a diminutive* 

creature.’ d his remark is said to* have ma(if‘ him very sad that 

12 
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night, as at this lime* Dur poet’s mind was said' to be a little un- 
hinged. 'I'annaliill is said to have gone home all right that 
morning to his widowed mother, and his little pet dog.'*' Our 
j)oet’s mother was disturbed by this dog barking in the morning; 
she rose to se,e what was the mattca*. she examined the house,- but 
her son' Robin was abstaU, and in th(‘ later part of the morning 
she told some of the neighbours about this, so my fathc!r, John 
Archibald, along with five other neighbours, all W(‘avers, arranged 
to go in searc h of rannahill. d'hey agn‘ed to go in pairs, and 
try to lind liiin out. My,<ather and John b'letckcT were to scsirch 
the woods of Crai^ielea ; tlu; other ])air, James l.aird and a 
darkey kiKovn as Black# PetcT Burilet, were to search (jlcahtler 
Braes ; and the last pair, to sctarch 1 lawkhead district, their names 
I cannot reiiuanber at present. 'I'lu^pair compo.sed oi Black Peter 
and Jamc‘s Laird werc^ passing the latal spot, whcai Ihac'k P(‘tc‘r 
observed, a caj) and a sc arf on the ridgc^ that surrounds what is now 
known as ‘ l annahiirs Hole*.’ It is often said that Black l\.‘ter 
dived down in search of 'rannahill, but this is not correct, as the* 
writer of theese* nptes knew Blac k l’etc*r intimately. 1 Ic* was a 
regular visitor to my fathers house twent)-si\ ycxirs altca* the sad 
event, and Black* Petc-r’s remarks were that his iellow-sc'archer, 
James Laird, jn'oeured a set of what is called ‘creepers’ from a 
small house’ tlpen (now removed) on the oppos-ite side’ of the 
Canal. 'I'hey sexu^hed with these creepers, and Blacl: Peter 
• Burnet was the one that found the body of our |)oet Tannahill 
, with these creepers.* P'or this" act this same Black Peter Burnet 
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received from Qur poei’s brother, James Tannahill, a* free house 
and Ipomsteacl till he died.” * 

*We make no a])()looy for jntrodiicin^ here for preservation 
this quaint narrative, for all matters, however trivial, which 
concern 'rannahill^ are dear to (*very Paisl(*y man. 
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In concluding this revic‘\v of the transition ])eriod between 
the Old and New P lislc) , we ('all altention to an interesting 
group, tak('n at the instance of the late Mr. John Poison, in 
*1882, on the “Last ('anal P)oat,” immediat(‘lv before the canal 
was n*plac^at' by the raifway. It contains poryaits of a number 
Mf vfelLJ<nowai townsmen of that time, iumA w^as taken by Mr. 

William lirown, ])hofographic artist, ^'»ilmour Street, by whdsc; 

• * ♦ . 

kindness we arc enabkM to rc^produce. :t.® 
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CHAPTER XII 

NKVV 1VMSL1‘:Y 

W rril whatever sentimental feelinos w(‘ may linj^er over 
thc! picture of Old l^iisUy, we by no means wish to 

Lindervalue the •vast advaij^tai^cs of a material khid which the 

• •• 

New Paisley presen t^^ The old order chanties, i^ivini^* place to 
new, and, in i^e.iUM'al, to heUer conditio^|s.* Mechanical inventions 
have plat(‘d conv(‘niencc!s ami (wen • luxuries within the reach 
of the humhlcjst, such as w^ere never*cjrcameil ol in the* s(.> callecr 
•‘ n()od old times.” h'verything depemds upon a ])ro})er use Inmi!^ 
made of these benefits, and whfle some, no <loul)t. a])us(‘ thmn, 
these are a minority, an(t th(^ p(M)ple as a ruh' have made ^‘n'at 
advances. 

The cx[)ansion of th(‘ town since th(* shawl traile decayed 
has been c<Misiderabl<\ 'Vhv population of Paisley was in 


><S 75 . 

0 

51,200 

• 

1883, 

jO. loS 

l^^icrexise, /a^y9 

1895. 

7 I ,()22 

12 ,* 5 J 4 

igos, 


.'3.982 


1 • 

I n crease*® m ^30 years, 


34.395 
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This'rerftarkable increase is largely clue to immigration, which 
naturally has had a considerable influence on the character of 

the.^^^ople. The incomer's have brought many new ich^as and 

• 

practi(?es, which Wive maU'rially changed the homely style of 
life that previously eMsti'd. We would. ' lioA’ev(.*r, fain liope 
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• ’* 
that their advent, while widening tlu* vi(!ws, has also intpi'oved 

the character of the ])opiilation. It is to be ieftri^d, however, that 

the industries which ha\'e ci'c-ated the* New Paisley, have not 

preserved that, artistic taste and culture' which marked the ejiocR 

of hapdici'aft work. 'They do not lend ihemsr.’lves lo artistic 

treatment or study, and this^lefect may hav(‘ to be rem(‘died 

in ^omi^* other way. 
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The mcrease in the assessable* rental has been *coi1respond- 
in^ly great. ' 

Valuation ok thh Burgh ok Paisley. 


Year i857-«38, 

- 


/, 99,628 

1859-60, 

- 

- 

101,952 

1869-70, 

- 


126,185 

1879-80, 

- 

- 

- • 205,32(> 

I 889-90, 

- 

- 

268,176 

1899-1900, - 


- 

3.40, 1 c8 5 

1905-06,' ■ - 

• 



’402.337 

'906-07, 

- 

« 

410,187 


The*" rental has thus f]uefclru|)lecl* in hit) years. 

One of the best (‘viclenc(‘s of the improved condition of the* 

New Paisl(‘y, is to be found in the derails of th(‘ d(‘alh-r.it(‘.'’ 

In , Paisley lu!ld an uiuMiviabU' j)osition amonj^ the eight 

princi])al towns of Scotland. This unfortunate stat(‘ of ahairs 

was not unnoticed by the lOwn Council, and (‘iTorts vvea'c niadt! 

to improve it, but it was not till itSS6 that a department for 
* • 
Public* Health, Cleansing, and I )rainage was formed, and the 

matter taken seriohsi) in hand. Ashpits w(‘rc condemned, drain- 

aire district*, were formed, and lh(‘ whole ^ystcan of r(‘fu^^e 

collection and destructioli was placed on an improved footing. 

An important stc^p was the adoption, in 1891, of the CompulscM'y 

Notification of Infectious Diseases Act, and since* then the health 

of the town h;is be*en cnrefullv* sMtH*rvised. 
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Th^ fotlowing[ tabic shows how marked and con tfn nous has 
been the decliijc in the death-rate in rt‘.cent 'years. 


I)i:ath Rate vva< 1,000 ok the Pokijeation in Paisle\. 


Avea'a^e five years endinj^' 1H75, 

uSSo, 

f, ,, i‘SS5, 

,, ,, l8e)0, 

^ „ 1900, 

„ n 1905, 


20*O.S 

2()‘()6 

2472 

2.r48 

-’i-.u 

1 g’Sh 

17*99 


while, if 1905 be taken by^itself, if ainoiintc‘d only to ?6’i. 

Between 1S75 and igo^s. this ^ives a saving of in 2 ))er 

1,000, which, calculated on a population of 1X5,000, amounts to 

(>45 lives p(‘r annum. No doubt tins reduction was^ partly due 

to'otlua* causes than imj)rove*el Sanita.lion', but the labours ol tlu' 

Public Health (A)mmittee have iaroely contributed to this satis- 

factorv result. In tins connection the public cannot fori^et the 

eminent services of Provost David \Vila)n (j). 1H5), who, fe)r 

the fourteem years from 1 8«S6 to igoo, \\a^ ('oinemeT ol that 

(f'ommittee, and* was \mw(*arie‘d in his (exen lions te# improve the 

healtl> of the^town. 

• * 

• Previous to 1S5S, Ptiisl(*y was suppli(‘d with water from ])ump 

wells, wfith the result that infectious diseases, and es])(*(Mally l (‘ V (; r , 

wfre ve.ry ])revalent, and the dreadcHl cholera made* occasionaj 
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visits. In that year the water from Stanley^ was ‘intit)duced, 
mainly by the f (‘X(»Ttions of Dr. James Kerr. But th(! town 
outgrew this supply, and th(' Rowbank ?;cheme was added. Iwen 
this soon became inadequate' for tin* ra])idly inerVasinj; ’ po|)uhition, < 

and the ('ouncil had to cross the valley froln the (ileniffer ranjj^e, 

« 

and tap* the strecims on the Kilbirnie* hills in the Rye "scheme 
in 1883; so that now the* pojvilation of Raisley and some of the 
neighbouring’ parts j)ossess an ample suppK ol tins most nect*ssary 
element. 1 'h(* carrylnn’ out of the Rye scheme was largely du(‘ 
to the; e.\ertioi!s of Rre)vost William MacKe^nn (p. 187). 

1'he; elrainai^e* of J’aisley, which ai erne* time was ve'ry l)ad, 
has b(‘en ce)jitiniioiisly improved sin^e *1879, and may now be 
considered satisfactory. Damp aiiel. imwhe)le‘se)m(‘ houses, how- 
ever [)icturesejiie*, ha\'e beem replaced l)y (Kvellin^s constructefl 
with the late'st sanitary imj)re>vc‘ments. 'I'he purilication of the 
atme)sphe‘re fre)m sme)ke, howeveV, y(‘l lea\'(‘s much le> be; desired, 
anel the. state e)f the -RixeT C?;ri, be)th as te) cle'anliness aMel 
utility as a me;ans e)f traffic, calls for atte;ntie)n. 

The widemint; e)f the streets has also been i^'oing e)n fe)r many 

ye;ars. ‘ The Ltrowiin^ traflie' e)f an (‘veT increNisini^ pe)pulation 

deanaiRlcd this coiwenieaice, anel the t^re'ater air s[)ace and lijj^ht 

thus obtaine-el have had excelleail effects on tbe* health of the 

cftmmunil). This improv’eme-nt in thf appearanee' ol ihtv town 

has btH;n lari;e‘ly due to the* ])erse!ve*rance' e)f Rrove)sts Murray, 

• ^ 

Mac Kean, and Bell, and the work is still beini^’ pre)se:cuted. 

I'he* public buildinj^s in R;iisle*y suppl)’ e\ce;llent eVieleilce 
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of the ge*ner?il improvement of taste in architecture which has 
been goin<^ on. , Many of the churches have* b(*en rebuilt or 
rcarr?ftl?jed, and ‘some are *handsom(‘ structures. 'Fhc (dark 
Halls, fhe Fr"ce bTiblic Library and Muscaim, the Drill 1 lall, 
th(“ Coats Memorial CdTurch, the John Ncalson Institution, the 
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New (irammar .School, the d\;chni('al Collejj'e, the Sheriff Court 
• * • 
Jiouse, the Ni*vv County IJuildiiii^s, and the Ro]^al Alexandra 

Inlirmary, are edifici.' of which any town mittlu bi! j)roud. 

I'he Royal Victoria Lye Inlirmar) , ])uilt, ecjuipped,* and giltetl 

by Pro\a)st .VK:hibal(l Mackenzie (p. 195), is ^jlso a tasteful 

bufidiiig. The mill j)roj)(!rty has in inany,cas(‘s been er(‘cted 

on artistic liiu^s, and the street vistas now (‘vervwhere ar(‘» 

much improved. 
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The 'laudable d(isire to resid^ .in the country is strong, and 

neat, and in hiaiYy cases handsome villas are springiniT jiip in all 

the suburbs. Th(! convenience, of the electric cars largely*' con- 

tributes to this spn^ading of the .populatic)!!, and is one of tlie 

many beneficial and happy r(‘su1ts of seicmcy that this geiKTutioit 

( 

has s(^;n. • 

Vhc (‘dueational advantage's also f)f thc'^ New , Paisley are far 

in advance of tlu' ( )ld. I'ime was when the* only passable 

academy in the town was the* ( irammar School, taught by 

I ).r. Ihainton, who was/.i capable ,ind muc h* admire'd te'acher. 

I'^vcn this consisteef ol only oiu* room, where* all the? classe*s met 
* # ' 
together. ;fnel none* of the othe'r sVliools in ihe town had any 

bc'tler aee'ommodation. h'emale ealujatie>n was fre*e|ue‘nlly reT*- 

gaieel to a f(?W' gentead olei laelies of limited acejuirements. Now^. 

there are* excelleait me'ans ol instruction for all classes. riie 

f 

He)ard Schools are? large and finedy eejuippeel, and an admirably 
organis(‘d I e*chni( al C Olle'ge* anel School ol Art j)rovieles a class 
e)f training which was never dreame*el. of in the* j)asl. In the* 
lM‘e*e* Public labpiry an abundant supply e)f the be*st litj*rature 
of the da^' an(,l of ])ast times, is at the* command of e*ve*ry person,* 
se) that the* fountains of kne)vvledge* are inan\', anel fre*e*ly o|)en to 
.all. 

Hut me)re‘ j^artieailarly de)e:s the markeel abse'tn;e e)f signs e)f 
pove*rly strike* the* observe*!*, and all the? more forcibly he* is 
*olel e*nough le> remember what Paisley was in the* latte.?r part of 

t . . * 

the weaving days, •rh^inks to the? varied industries which have 
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replaced riie ^hawl iratli*, lo the enleri>rise of llu* people*, and to 

• • • 

the chea[)ness of necessary comforts wh'uh olm* n(‘w iiuliislrial 
systeifi* has prodiicaal, the •frecjuent reciirrin;^ depressions iind 
Cdnseqtfbnt mis(*ry'^*of former times, no loie^er altlict l^iisley. 
Those who arc* willing' to do W(']l, lind amj)l(‘ cMn})loyment. 
The feebfe and th(‘ la'ally mdortnnate are assist^al by iiuiiierous 



bene\’ol(!nt aj^encies, so that where povc‘rt\ t*xists. tin* caiis(‘s can 

* 

o'cnerally be traccal to misconduct. 

"Fhe ('ontrast l)(‘t\\een th(‘ Old and t!u‘ ’•New PaisK y, is 
nowhere more; stnTia^ly illustrated than .imong tlu* yofiiig pt'ople. 

In the ^vea^'in^ days the ciraw-boys vv^n: consj)i(aious 1 h(;\' 

• * 

wc!re a, roui>h-and-tumi)le lot, rude of manners, abundant in 
tatters, and rank socialists, every one of them, for the\ bcTeved 
in tFie eoual division of all wealth. esijeciaLh» the fruits of the 
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earth, Which tliey always lield to be public p/operty. 'The <>'irls 
of those werci hardl) tliouolu of at all. „ Hut now in the 

times of the Pai.dc^y thread, the* twirls monojKjlize attentirtiT.- To 
describe all their excellences would be iinjJcissible. A*s Burtis ^ 

recoilc^d fnjm a similar task in “ Tam d Shanter'’ — 

• 

Sic flights arc far heyond our ])ow’r.” 

d'o m<ik(* fun of them is a danq;(‘rous procau'dino. Their 
rc'sentmenl is not to b{‘ lij^luly in('urr(‘d. It they could fiustk 
,in obnoxious lady a<^ilator. or b(*si(*oe a ivill manager, wha 
would they not d(/l(> a “ m(*r(‘ man" who fail(‘d to render justic( 
to their i<^i(‘rits ^ \\ oe to such fi»* critic should he encounte 

them *at the corner of i\'laxwellfon Street or the Idadda, a 
two or six o’clock, when the* mills \\(‘re “skailin^"! I'o sa) 
in Wt:st bald j)arlanc(‘, tliat “they ar(‘ a Ijardy s('t," mie^ht b( 
true, l)Ltl it is only the Paisley way ot sa)m^ that, like othe 
Scotch folks, they ‘Mia\(‘ a duid ('onceit of themselves." 

^’et the study of the crowd which issues trom the mill 
(PP- 198-C)) is a L^reat rev(‘lalion, especially to anyone wh( 
can nnnember <l similar sceme lilt\ years ai^o. (ione are a| 
the shoeless iec't, the jupc* and the petticoat, the tartan shav\ 

over the Itead, and the subdued air ol iKird 'limes. Now ther 

« 

is a rush fT ^.youiiLt and hopelul life, jul)ilant»- that t*nc day 

confinement is ove;;, and loud in conversation on how W) speni 

« '■ 

the evening’s freedom. Neat* and comfortable in attire, witl 

• < 

frecpicnt touchers of art and^taste in dress. No tatters, as in 
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the *draV-bby clays, no work of unhanil)' clressmjfkers, but 
smart costumes of harmonious colours, aiTil warm woollen 
“ tarthiiit^s ” natt,y sailor hats, (^)r fashionable motor “ scones ’’ 
10 .cover the* hea?l. 

• .And these <;ir!s are not without public s[)irit and ('nter[)rise. 
VVe hav*e seen what they did for the Inhrmary Ikizaar, and 
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durin^Li the South .African W ar the) busied ihemseK'es kniltinLi' 

•i 

t for the soldiers. In most cases the articKs b(>re the name of 
the knitter, and, could we know all, then‘ ’miLiht Ix^ many a 
romantic story and, perhaps, seciuel to ihe.sc; t;ifts. "The soldiers 
on the veldt who opened the.se welcome' parcels, and found 
that Ma^ie and Jc^anie at home in the mills had been thinking 
of them, and had been anxious for their comfort, wall not sooli 
forget the Paisley thread j^irls. 
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l)Ut agreeable' to the eye as is the crowd of neatly ‘'dressed 
girls as the)?issir* iroin the mill gates, it is nothing to the 
appearance* of these same \e>iing ladies on c. hf)liday •or a 
Snnda)’. Then they come out in the'ir spjendoCir. “ Even* 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one, of th(*se.” 
A susceptible Italian visitor, in 1 78S, wre)te in the Weavers 
M aoantne, that “ Paisle*)' aboimded in be'autilul women, who, 
in the* (*vening, met in groups, dre^ssed witli much e'legance 
and taste;, anel promenaded in the* one* str(*et whie'h the.*n fenaued 
the town, ,md afte'r the y;alk almost every t;veaiing the're was 
a dance.” d his prememade* of fair ladie's still continue's, anel 

may be* s('e»^ any Sunday eve'iiing on the ( dasge)\\ Road, or 
any of the* main avenu(*s leading into the* i'ountr\' (p. 201). 

I'he conditions of life* are* very much e*asie‘r now. Manx 
me)st beautiful te'xlile fabric's have be*en brought within n*a('h 
of the humblest. I'he* unfortunate' u])|.>(*r classe's ean no 
longer retain the e'xclusive* use of any article; of adornmc'nt. 
1 he* Paisle*)^ girls cjuickly Imd it out, e)r an imitation of it. In 
vain the* costumic'r.s rise earlx anel sit up late*, and ('om])ass 
se*a and land to Imd some* novelty w'ith which the mill girls 

a 

cannot e'e)m]K*te. d'he*)' have* to give up the e*ffort in des[)air. 

If the draw -boys we*re* se)e'ialisls, the* tiire*ad girls aie* 
individualists of a ])ronolinced charaele*r. rhe*y have no ide;a 
e.)f having all things in common. The*)' (*ach hav e an e*,ve on 
house of their own, and the mot too distant prospc'ct of a 

^drawing-room, with, as a ('ompvmion, one of theose smart young 
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L)X‘iUk!ni4»*n in fashionahk- suits, brown ^shoc-s, bowlca* Jials. and 
ri< 4 ar(‘tU!s, on wjiom they hav<‘ shot ihoir invincible glances on 
the.tS'uiulay j)nyiu‘nad(‘. 

^ Paislc*)’ bas nuich doin* ior it 1)\ its liberal sons and 

, dctULthters. . Tins \voi%k c(>nc(‘rns itself sciiely with the Thread 

► -) 

Trade, but othc-r branch(\s ol industr\’ ha\e also been |)i'(^s))erous 

4 



'll ciiNK' \i ('oil 1(1'' v*\n Si ihmm or Ain. 


Iroin similar impelling causes; ,uul those P.uslt‘y men who hav(; 

t 

L^one iorth to seek lln'ir lortums (dsewhtie hav(', in ri'T‘(|U(‘nt 
cases. I’eturiu'd lad(‘n with their sheaves, ar«] ha\e‘ not been 
slaw in bestow iiiF^ Ixmeiits on their nalix’e tow n • To attemjjt 

it 

any d(‘iail oi ^hes(' ^eiUManis actions w^)uld lead us away from 
oiii' subject, but iIhw cannot be overlooked in an) comparison 
oi Old and i\ew^ P.iisl(*\’. TKe t^ifts and ky^.icic's of Neilsoiif 
Wftcfht, ^ Prodie, Prou^h, Parl«)ur, 


\l Ol 


'1 t\f 



194 


ThK kAlSl^KV ^rilKKAl) 


many otlfers, shc)w the iove which they ^’’•vcrtaiiHid •for* the 
old place. f 

It may he said of some people that the n^)re you dt;'3‘for 
them, the less they will do for themselves. A community cai^ 
be spoiled by too much kindness. I lappiiy, s^reat as have becMi - 
the benefits conferred u])on the New Paisley, there are no 
signs tliat they have enervated the people. On the. contrary, 
intellectual activity and busimvss enterprise are conspicuous, d'hey 
have not lost llie stamina of tlu* old weaver ])o})ulation. 'rir*es(.* 
old men, our forefatluM's, Ivid a more limited ran^b ol advantage's, 

• * f 

but they made up lor it b\ a diligeau us(‘ ol what th(A hatl In 
the old timu^ if an\'one required a rv^^tlul holiday, h(‘ was r(‘com- 
mended'to tr\ “the* Largs,'* a weaving \illag(‘ on the I'irth ol 
Clyde about L\N(‘nt\-two miles from Paisle\. lUit as there* was no 
regular ('onve)'anc(‘, the invalid was exjxa icd to walk the* dis- * 
tanc(‘, witli the rtanote (*han(*(‘*ol g(‘tting a lilt lor a mile* or two 
from some farmer’s cart. This* j)r(‘liminary c'.xe'rcisc* was^ sun* to 
set him up, and it is surprising what grand walkers the w(.*a\'ers 
w'c;re. As the) were unable to wander huiuln'ds ol miles in 
search* of the; J)eautiful, they lurm'd tlu‘ir j)ati(‘nt t'yes on the ^ 
wild llowers that* bloomed in loveliness b) iIk* road-sitk* ; the* 
jns(;cts that .^ported their brief existence in the* summer air ; atid 

the wild birds which mTuh' tlu! woods vocal with their' artless 

* • 

melody. There, and in the poetry d(*s(*ripiive of such ,scenrs, 
they found their enjoyment, anef the local Museum is enriched 
by the collections in^ Natural History brought togc'ther by some 
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of tlu*s(.‘ \\a)rlliy nu;n. 'fho inhahitHiils of the N(?\\ raisk*) 
jjosscss still thi‘SO pri vil('i>(!S anti ach'anta^csT and main more, 
'riiitf they ma\* ust* ihcankirii^ht for llu* lK)noiir of iht* town, is 
Hht* f(.TV(‘nl wish of all who liavo the* <^ootl ropiitalion ol Paisley 
sIne(M*(‘ly at heart. 



Aik Mill \in Ma(Kis/ii, Phovom, l>>‘n 

Much as we may :ili rejoice in llie ma],erial prosperity of 
Paisley, a word of (aulion may Ik_‘ tlropped, ' lest we lor^et.” 

d’he siip('rs(*din!L;' of hand labour hy m(‘t:hani(\d apjili.inees lias 
been the main eause of all this proi^ress. d Iv* leadcTs oi indiistr;^' 
have Hrou^l^t tt about, and havt‘ reaped a rich h?y\ (‘st. Put what 
oT th(» wprkini; man No tUmbt th(‘ reward ol labour is greater 
now thiin it was, and thc' purcliasin;;' power (d wao'es still (urther 
benefits t1u‘ labourinLi classes. Put ih(‘ «\st(*m ol working in' 
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factories, a'nd lar<re workshops, which was an inevi table result of 
lh(*. new orjr« hizat'ion of iiulustry. has hrouj^ht inlliiences of a 
s(TioiJsly detrinuaUal character u])on th(‘ vs'ork(‘i‘? Vhc. jr^'^’of 
labour and the ( xercise of taste and skill in handicraft arc 
and replac(‘d by the monotonous driidi^'cry ‘of temlinc;' a machine* 
Y(‘ar iiif- year tlu‘ same* dull rwund of unintcaa'slhi!^' and 

unintcllectual labour is his lot. Ami iIkm'c ;i])p(‘ars to be* no 
rimK^ly ; and one (Miinot look without pity and almost with 
despair, at this appanmlly ine\iiabl(‘ r(‘sulL of our ma^niric'CMU 
industrial syste'm. 

Need we wonderr that reli(*l Irom this ()p])r(‘ssi\'e im)nolon\ 
is sotii^lu iiicsome x'iolenU exercise tin* limbs or the mind? 
d'h(‘ almost brutal L^ame of football \itliMcls its thousands, while 
the* (]uiet('r ^ames of ('rickc't and bowls are not ikmi*!) so popular; 

and those deli^htiiil and instriuaive b(»lanical rambles in which 

* 

the old wc'pvaa's delighted, an* (juite despised. I heii the mental 
(!xcit(‘menl of betliin^ (Mi hors(‘ races is siinph .1 rexailsior fnSm 
the intellectual numbness of the factor) ('mj)lo) inent, although 
it is well known that this is not a i^ame ol skill, and iha,. the 
odds are calciilater^l so as to be ^lasitl) against the bettors. 
Light and iri\’olous amusements ajrpear to have* gnxit attractions, 
b'amily lilv‘ also has sulfered. I'he contnal and training of the 

« 

rising gc^neration an* not wdiat they ought to be^ ddie lyoung 
peojjle too ofttai mistake rudeness for ind( jKMukmcc*. coai'se law- 
giiage for wdt, and vtilgarity for maiVliness. b'rom such an u]>bring- 
cing wc cannot hope to pnxlucc^ that ('onscieiuious and inlelligc'iit 
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command "ii higher price, and we would hear less of unemployment 
and of lahoi I wars. 'Fhe country which pos.y^sses the most 
reliable class of lahoiirjias a !>reat adva‘nta<>(‘ in ihp industrial*face. 
Our country works lor th(‘ worlds mark(‘t, and \\'c can not* afford' 



Mlll> “SKMIlNi.,” 


the luxury of inerficienl labour., bA(*ry means should b(; used . 
to raise the moral tout* of the working classes, and tins n(*c{*ssil\' 
was never i^realer than at present. Political power is undoubtedly 
passiuLt into the^ hands of the masses, and it is cjuesfion of 
the first importance* jhat it shouKl be intelliLiently and impaS 
dally em])loyed. 

'This supreme nec^-ssity ol \lie age* was cle*arly foreseen by 
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the * foftncldrs of the threiul Industry! and particulanly by the 

* * • 

brothers Pete]; and Thomas Coats, whos(; nn'inory Paisley 
pe'cfple h;iv(; )»ood caiiso to revere;. J^arely in history or 
\in fiftion can \^e find two such nohlc (haracters; and their 
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inlliience on Paisley has been^ eiK^rmons ind always ffir i;ood. 
'I'hey lia\;,e l)e(‘n likened to the CliecTbyle Urolhers in A^ic/iolas 
^i(k/clfy, and fhe comparison is a happy one. ihil there* was 
a hi‘*h moral and r(!li;^ious tone aboiu th(‘ Brothers C oats which 
4)ick,pns has not reproduced. 

Possessetl, at least in th^ir later years, of “wealth Ix'yond 
i[^c dreams of ax arice,’ mone\* had no ^corrddiniL^ inlluenca: ou 
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their oe*nvle* unci hencvofent natures. Hie early simpKcify of 
their lives wis ivtv(‘r chan^etl by the accession of material 
prosperity. Ostentation and extrava^^ance had* no attraciWons 
for them. 'riie sole employment which they’ saw Tor j^rpluv 
wealth, was to use *1 for the (‘k^vation of the? people amoni;' 
whom them* lot was cast. JO do' the.ii; duL\ lanhfully and Vithout 
display, was th(‘ir ideal. Thyy 

“ Did i><)o(l by slf.dlb, and bbislnal to find if fanu*. ’ 

Their -weallh Joad l)e('n ac<|iiired by honest indwstr)', and they 
w'cll knew that this w.is lh(‘ onh' sur(‘ road to proi^ress. lienee 
promiscuous .ahiTs-^ivin^ and misuse* • ol bc'iu'volc'ncc*, wc‘rc* 
o'uarded • against with vit^ilatU care. ^ J'hey r(*aliz(*d that nus'c* 
wealth showered upon the vvorkin*; •classes, would imt lU'cessarilV 
conduce to their h<ippiness. Th(*\ must k-arn l)y Christian 
prudeiKH* to make* a [)rop('r u^c* of the* l^ifts of the* ( la^ator. 
Hence (‘ver\’ proj(‘cl lor the (‘lewilion of the m.isse's in the* j)nR-- 
tice of industry, sobriet\, and, above all. in C hrislian |)riiuipk*, 
rt'ceivc'd their liberal and siead\ support. 

Thci’r int(‘t;est in such soc ieties as the Philosophical Institu- 

r * 

tion was earl\ aiut steadlasl, and ripenc'd into the i^ifts of the* 

s 

Free* ITiblic' J .ibrary and .Museum, and the ( )liservatory. Mp. 
Thomas Co.its donation to the schools to ensure increased air 
space* and larger pla\ grounds, was the* highest lorm of charit);^ 
c|jctated by that i^cmial lov<- for ^ic* people, wHieh 

trolliim' motive* ii> his life. 

* 


was a con- 
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AltltoLipfh from their wealth ami* influenctt thes« brothers 

t *• 

inioht at any tyiie have aspired to hit^h poUtu:al positions, tht^y 
felcifc^ call to irnngle in such strife. - d'hey, found tluar happiness 

^ m S 

in. pnfinoting the'welfart* of tlu* ptvople among whom they dwelt, 
raid nev(M‘ • pc‘rmitt(‘d pohtical or religions (li(f(‘r(‘nc^(“s . MnfliKUKX* 
th(dr actions. 





Shal'wSptMn* sa\s 

1 liv rvil that inm do li\rs atlor in. 

d'his is true, lair :here is another sa\ine as iru(‘ and much 
older, tha^^ 

'I'lit* palh of yir jusi is as tlio shiiiin;.!; 

. TIk: brothers Coats gave a toiK* to tln'^dislribution of Health, 
and th(‘ sentiments which ai1imat(‘d iIkmii vvt*re e(|ually enter 
taineil and aet(*d upon by the olfi(‘r th’‘ead^manufa(‘turers. I h(‘y* 
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all, without exception, \vcrc ever 'ready to give thtir ^eftonal 

» . •. * * . 

services as vJt^ll.as pecuniary aid, to every ^project for the 

elevation of the peoj)l(', for the heiK‘fit of th(<> feeble anli* the 
unfortunate, and for tlu; alleviation of physical suffering* VV^ 
may cherish ihe hope that this influence* and example will .Kx; 
enduring, and that generations ‘yet U> come may have fause to 
bless and rev(T(!nc(; the nuMUory of the wise iind liberal mcai who 
founded and dev(‘loj)e(l the Diread lndusir\\ 
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR 


V/fw 10* FACSIMILE REPRODUCTtONS IN COitURS OF PAISLEY SHAWLS 

ami Numfi'oiSk other lUaHtrartSix, iiu'lailtmj Poiiritit'< of the Imdimf 
^ManufaHuretH and Pnhltc Men of the Tivie^ 

* Crown Quafto. Ajf Linen Bindiioj: Gilt Tofi. Price 7s. Gil wit. 

' • « _ 


The l^AISLEY SH-A-WL 

AND Till* MEN WilO I’RODUtEI) Ei; 


PRESS NOTICES. 

*- ' 

“An itilcn.“itiiu|; aiul vt-iy bcauUlully illusii ifctl uieiuorial oi a now ik>sed 
chaptei in the history of Drilish nianulacUire.” I inii‘\. 

“ ‘ I'lie K|K)cIi of the Shawl Trade in Daisley,’^ritcs the author o^tlii-s inleiest- 
liji;; volume, * i*/ now rounded off. Like a llo’\ei it came u; , 1 issomed, and 
decayed.’ Kven thus, in 1’aisley, does the ]>oelie imaj,»,iiiation werve, [garlands of 
blooming ihoufjhts round textile fabrics 'I'he book, lut^evei , is t inplionand 
history, not an elTusion of elective art The shawl'^aie now rniifie?^ hi foi by 
eolleciois. I'o such peisuns thj^st^’ollnne must piflve uneon^nonly vai^ible as ex- 
plaining;, both by pictuies and by written <lest iiplions, the technical cxCLllencws of 
ipiiments that must always rank Ainoiij; ihe^nosl wondeiful pr' iluctions of the 
World old craft of the weavci . # Stotunan. 

“Mr Dli^r is one of the few who still jiossess the necessary oualifications lor 
wnlini; a lecoid of the lost trade, To- lie was bioujjht up in it. lie has jierformed 
Ins task with the competence •>! a t laff man and with the enthusiasm of a man v-ho 
K)oks bat k on scenes tti which distaiveand inteivening success combine to lend 
enchantment. Ills tieatment is sin|^;uiailj vivid -nd interesting, even when the 
pictuie appears somewhat more highly colon o l ihan is cpiitc consi.stcjit with 
absolute truth to natuic. The illustiaiions consid mainly til shawl jialleins, re- 
prt^ducetl in colour. Theii execution is*admiiable. and the stiikinji effecl'which 
they proddl'e might almost be expected to bring oui graiidiiiolhers’ favourite I'aisley 
shawls into f.ishion again. — G/a\<;o7t' //cfu/if. 

“Ml, Matthew Ulan, t'wl is (haiimnn of the Incoipornteil Weaving, Dyeing, 
and I’rinling (dllege t»l tllasgow, has been well atlxised i i willing a short history 
j ol what he rightly teiins an illustrious peiiod in the history ol his native town. 

, . . Mr. Dlair, whose tieatnu nt of his subiect prove, h.U he hifc inherited^no 

small share ol the lite.aiy skill of the ra^- ol wc.ixei poets, b »s takey pains to point 
out how the ediicaiiomd nilluence ol tlii. highly technic.d toil produced the old 
cl.Tss <|^!ultuKd and !i j^/*nious wc.w is. Dy so doing he ha# made his handsome 
moiiogra^llHll^ie Daislcy shawl jiot imly a valu.ible lecord ol a bygone industry, 
•Tfft one whichTTti from being dull to the general leader, dcinonstiates very jireltily 
that nothing human need be alien to us. d’hc book is beautifully inuslrated by 
jilalcs r«*'r..c..nting the old wer^ers and theii work.,'’ — Athenuuni. 
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